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IL—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICEs, 


STATEOF THE SKILLED LABouR MARKET 1N DECEMBER. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “‘ Labour Gazette ” :— 

It is based on 2,223 returns, viz :—1,526 from Employers, 576 
from trade unions, and 121 from other sources. 

Owing to the Christmas holidays, a comparison of the returns. 
of employment at the end of December with those for November 
gives a somewhat misleading idea of the tendency of the labour 
market. The only useful comparison therefore in the case of most 
trades is with the corresponding figures for December 1896. 
Compared with a year ago, the labour market shows very distinctly 
the depressing effect of the long continued dispute in the engineer-. 
ing trade. 

In the following figures persons directly on strike or locked out 
have been omitted, but the indirect effect of the stoppage is very’ 
marked. 

In the 113 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate: 
membership of 460,867, 24,636 (or 5:34 per cent.) were reported as: 
unemployed at the end of December, compared with 3:2 per cent.. 
in the 111 unions, with a membership of 441,481, from which 
returns were received for December, 1896. 

Employment in various Industries.—Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment continues good in this industry. The average number of 
days worked per week at pits at which 426,071 persons were em- 
ployed was 5°31 per week in December as against 5°32 days in 
November and 5°16 days in December 1896. 

Iron Mining.—Employment was good in this industry in 
December though not quite so good as a year ago. The 17,601 
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workpeople employed at mines included in the returns worked an 
average of 5°58 days in December as compared with 5°65 days in 
December 1896. The figures for December being affected by 
Christmas do not compare with those for November. The 
number of workpeople employed was higher by 2°1 per cent. than 
a year ago. 

Pig Iron Industry.—The number of furnaces in blast so far as 
covered by the returns received was 351 as compared with 350 in 
November. The number of persons employed, however, remains 
practically unchanged. As compared with a year ago there were 
6 more furnaces in blast, and 491 more persons employed. 

Employment at Steelworks is better than a year ago. At 138 
works 38,735 workpeople were employed at the end of December, as 
compared with 38,063 at the end of December 1896. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills employment shows 
no material change as compared with December 1896. At 93 
works 19,402 persons were employed, as compared with 19,311 

rsons a year ago. 

At Tinplate works the number of mills at work at the end of 
December was 326, being one more than in November, but two 
less than at the end of December, 1896. 

Employmeni in the Engineering and Metal trades continues 
to be affected by the dispute. The percentage of unemployed 

union members at the end of December, apart from those 
directly affected by the dispute, was 6°5 compared with 2°5 for 
December 1896. 

The Shipbuilding trades again show an appreciable increase in 
the number of unemployed, owing largely to tke indirect effects 
of the engineers’ dispute. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of December was 14°1, compared with 77 per 
cent. a year ago. 

In the Building wades the percentage of unemployed union 
members was 2°8 at the end of December, compared with 2:1 for 
December 1896. 

In the Furnishing trades the percentage of union members out 
of work was 4°7 at the end of December, compared with 4°3 per 
cent. for December 1896. 

In the Printing and Bookbinding trades the percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of December was 3:1 
compared with 3°3 per cent. for December last year. 

In the Paper trade the percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of December was 3-2 compared with 3°3 for December 
1896. 

In the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union 
‘members at the end of December was 11°1, compared with 12°5 
per cent. at the end of December 1896. 

In the Leather trade there is a decline, the percentage of 
unemployed union members being 5°5 at the end of December 
compared with 2°9 a year ago. 
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Employment in the ready made and bespoke branches of the 
Boot and Shoe trade continues bad. 

Employment in the ready made Tailoring trade continues very 
slack ; in the bespoke branch it is quiet, 

Employment in the Cotton trade hasimproved in the Spinning 
branch, and is fair ; in the Weaving branch it has improved, but is. 
still slack. 

Employment in the Woollen trade shows a further decline ;. 
in the Worsted and Hosiery trades it continues slack. 

As regards the employment of Women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 542 mills, employing 85,000 women and 
girls, shows that 62 per cent. were in mills giving full employment: 
during the month compared with 61 per cent. in November, and 
75 percent, in December 1896. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of 13,300 workpeople were reported during December, of which 
number 10,200 received advances and 3,100 sustained decreases. 
the net result was an increase estimated at about 6d. per head in 
the weekly wages of those affected. Changes affecting about 
2,500 workpeople, or about 20 per cent. only of total number 
atfected, were preceded by strikes; and changes affecting about 
8,700 workpeople were arranged under sliding scales, The remain- 
ing changes affecting about 2,100 workpeople were obtained after 
negotiation between the employers and their workpeople or their 
representatives, resort being made to arbitration in one case 
affecting 300 workpeople. 

Trade Disputes. — Twenty-eight fresh disputes began in 
December, 1897, involving 1,879 workpeople. The corresponding 
number of disputes for November was 41, involving 6,644 work- 
_ people, and for December, 1896, 36 disputes, involving 6,316 
workpeople. Hight disputes took place in the buildiug trades, 
3 in mining and quarrying, 2 in metal, engineering and ship- 
building, 6 in textile trades, and 9 in other industries. Of the 30 
new and old disputes, involving 7,713 workpeople, of which the 
settlement is reported, 11, involving 1,030 persons, were settled in 
favour of the workpeople, 10, involving 1,102 persons, in favour of 
the employers, while 9, involving 5,581 persons, resulted in a 
compromise, 
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WARNING TO BRITISH CAPITALISTs. 


It is” stated that a project is on foot for the construction of a 
railway from the coast of Ecuador to the capital. The intention 
of the promoters of the scheme is to start this railway from 
Chimbo, the terminus of the short line (the only one in the 
country) which runs from Duren, opposite Guayaquil. The 
contract for the above has, it is stated, been signed at Quito by 
the representative of an American syndicate. It is estimated 
that the line would be about 250 miles long and would cost 
about 3,000,000/. if not more, and this sum is said to be guaranteed 
-by the Government of Ecuador. 

In view of a statement. made that part of the money will be 
attempted to be raised in London, and the contract also assigned 


-in England, it would appear that neither the actual trade nor the 


state of the country, commercial and otherwise, would warrant the 
‘Investment of so large an amount of capital in so poor a district, 


-and that therefore the attention of any intending speculators in so 
‘unsound a scheme should be drawn to the risk to which they are 


exposed. 


OFFicIAL Inquiries UNDER THE BOILERS ExPuLosion Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Masonic Hall, Coat- 
bridge, on the 13th December last, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of a Lancashire boiler at the Drumpellier Iron 
Works on the 16th November last, whereby three persons were 
injured. 

The Court were of opinion that the explosion was due either to 
‘want of water or to an accumulation of scale, but that it was 
impossible to say which. No person was found to blame. 

A formal investigation was held at Redditch on the 29th, 30th 
and 31st December last into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler or drying pan at the Eadie Manufacturing 
‘Company’s works on the 29th November, whereby loss of lite 
ensued, 

The pan was a rectangular vessel fitted with a double bottom, 
into which steam was admitted for the purpose of heating sawdust 
above it, the sawdust being required to dry bicycle fittings after 
electro plating. There was a hole one inch in diameter on either 
side the pan, intended for the admission and outlet of steam, these 
pans being usually heated by exhaust steam. aa 

The pipe admitting steam into this pan was one inch in diameter, 
but the outlet pipe was reduced to } of an inch in diameter, and it 
was led into a steam trap, steam was led from boilers worked at a 
pressure of about 80 Ibs. through a long range of piping to the 


sawdust pan. 
On the 29th November the inner bottom of the pan was blown 


out, one lad being killed and another seriously injured. 
The Court found that the explosion was owing to the pan having 
been subjected to steam pressure which it was unable to resist, the 
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-stop valve having been opened, and there being no sufficient 
escape for the steam thus admitted into the pan. That there was 
no evidence to prove by whom the valve was opened, and that it 
was possible that it might have become opened owing to vibratiun 
-of the steam pipe. 

That the pan was not fit for and should not have been subjected 
‘to steam pressure, and that the work of placing the pan in position 
cand connecting it with the steam pipe should have been performed 
cunder the supervision of a competent person in the employment of 
the company. 

The Court ordered the company to pay the sum of £30 towards 
ithe costs and expenses of the investigation. 


‘Tar MANUF ACTURE oF STRAW COVERINGS FOR BOTTLES. 


The Board of Trade, at the request of Mr. C. W. Radcliffe- 
‘Cooke, M.P. have obtained through the Foreign Office information 
relating tothe manufacture of straw envelopes for bottles. An 
article on this industry as carried on in Germany, France, and 
the Netherlands will appear in a forthcoming number of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal,” 


CLOSING OF NAVIGATION AT CRONSTADT AND St. PETERSBURG 


A report dated 1st December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. Michell, H.M. Consul-General at St. 
Petersburg, reporting that the navigation at Cronstadt closed on 
ithe 30th November, that at St. Petersburg having preceded it on 


the 19th November last, the duration of such navigation season © 


being 207 days. 


OFFICIAL DENIAL OF FAMINE IN ARCHANGEL. 


A telegram having appeared in the press in November last to 
‘the effect that a famine was raging in the Great Steppe in the 
Government of Archangel, the Governor of the province has 
assured the British Vice-Consul that the statement is absolutely 
devoid of foundation, and has requested that publicity may be 
given to the contradiction. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN SIGNED BY FRENCH ConsuLs 
IN THE UNITED KinGpom. 


A despatch dated 9th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edward Monson, H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris, transmitting copy of a Note received from the French 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to the effect that, in view of the fact 
that no fees are charged by British Consuls in France for signing 
certificates of origin in the case of French products, the Freuch 
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Governmenthave decided that, in future, certificates of origin signed 
by French Consuls in the United Kingdom shail enjoy a like: 
immunity ; and that iostructions in accordance with this decision. 
have been given to the French Consul in Liverpool. 


Lonpon AGENTS FoR ITALIAN Fries. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from the 
Council of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in London, stating 
that they would like it made generally known that they receive 
numerous applications from commercial houses in Italy for the: 
names and addresses of persons suitable to be appointed as their 
agents for Great Britain and the colonies. The Chamber with a 
view to promoting the development of trade between the British 
Empire and Italy, would be glad to receive the names and 
addresses of English firms or individuals desirous of undertaking 
such agencies, for the purpose of placing them in communication. 
with such Italian houses. 

The introductions would be given without any guarantee or 
liability of any sort on the part of the Chamber, but facilities 
would be afforded for making enquiries, Address :—Italiam 
Chamber of Commerce, Leadenhall Chambers, E.C. 


Daity PUBLICATION OF UNITED STATES ConsuLAR REPORTS.. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from the 

S. Department of State to the effect that, beginning on 
1st January, 1898, the miscellaneous reports of consular and 
diplomatic officers upon commerce and industries in foreign 
countries will be printed immediately after their receipt at the 
Department of State in the form of “ Advance Sheets,” heretofore 
issued at intervals as occasion seemed to require. The change to 
what will practically be the daily publication of these reports, 
excepting Sundays and legal holidays, has been ordered by the 
Secretary of State, with the view to the promptest and widest. 
possible distribution of the commercial information obtained by 
the Department of State for the benefit of the mercantile and 
manufacturing interests of the United States. The daily edition 
is intended especially for the use of the newspaper press (which 
will thus be enabled to obtain the reports in full with the least 
delay), the Boards of Trade, Chambers of Commerce, Associations of 
Exporters and Manufacturers, and other organised bodies engaged 
in the development of foreign commerce, and of individual 
firms especially interested in obtaining such data without loss of 
time. The monthly “Consular Reports,” being a reprint of the 
“ Advance Sheets” in convenient form for preservation, will be 
issued as heretofore. 

The Chief of the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, in his report to 
the Secretary of State, says that a great mass of information is 
sent out from the Bureau of Foreign Commerce by correspondence 
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in answer to inquiries from individuals and business firms. This 


THE PAYMENT oF imporT Duties IN GUATEMALA. 


Tne Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
telegraphic despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Guatemal a 
stating that from the Ist January, 1898, export and import 
duties in that country are to be payable in silver. 


PAYMENT OF Customs Duties IN Peru. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a telegram from Lima, stating that by a law promulgated 
on the 12th December, 1897, the Peruvian Customs Duties are for 
the present to be ‘‘ leviable in pounds sterling or silver at the rate 
of ten soles plus five per cent.” The law was to take effect from 
the 13th December, 1897. 


RevisED CustoMs TARIFF FOR BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
telegram from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro, stating that a 
vevised Customs Tariff for Brazil was to come into force on the 
1st January, 1898. Important changes are said to be made by this 
Tariff mostly in the way of reductions of duty. 


TENDERS FOR ExLEectTRic TRAMWAY IN SPAIN. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Bilbao, reporting that the 
Provisional Board appointed in connection with the electric tram- 
way which it is proposed to lay from Zumarraga to Zumaya, in 
the Province of Guipuzcoa, invite plans and tenders, to be received 
by the 28th February, for the constructiun and equipment of 
the line. ' 

Further particulars of the conditions of the tenders for the 
above-named tram line and branch, which together measures 30 
miles, may be inspected at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 and 6. 


TENDERS FOR TELEPHONE SYSTEM IN TARRAGONA, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, trans- 
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mitting copy of a Royal Order inviting tenders for the construction 
and working of a telephone system in Tarragona. 

Sealed tenders will be received at the office of the Civil 
Governor of the Province of Tarragona for forty days, counting 
from the 11th December last. 

Farther particulars of the conditions of the tenders may be 
inspected at the Commercial Department: of the Foreign Office, 
any day between the hours of 11 and 6. 


Stock FOR RouMANIAN RAILWways. 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze,” of the 2nd January, announces 
that the Roumanian Railways are about to order 600 goods 
waggons, and that foreign firms will be invited to tender for same. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 

Admiralty. Tenders will be received until Noon on the dates 
named below for the under-mentioned articles, for which Forms 
of Tender, containing conditions of Contract, and all particulars, 
may be obtained on personal application at the Admiralty, or by 
letter addressed “Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, 
London, S.W.” Full-size patterns of the articles may be seen, 
and small samples of most of them obtained, at the Admiralty 
Pattern Rooms, 72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, London, 
W.C., and at the Chambers of Commerce at the places specified 
against the items, on application to the Secretary, from whom 
Forms of Tender may also be obtained, viz. :— 

Date for receipt 


of tender. 
Buttons, Stained Bone .. 10,000 gross 
» White Metal .. 17,000 ,, \ Birmingham. 
Bradford, Cleckheaton, Dews- 
Worsted, Blue .. «+ 16,000 Ibs. bury, Glasgow, Halifax, 
» White, &c. a 1,000 ,, —_ 3, Leicester, and Wake- 
eld. 
Flannel, No.1 .. .. 7€0,000 yds. “Cleckheaton, Halifax, Hud- 
1, ders field,Leeds, Manchester 
Rochdale, an. Wakefie!d. 
Blankets 60,000 No. Cleckheaton, Dewsbury. Hali- 
fax, Leeds, Manchester, and 
Ban Bradford, ‘Halifax, Hudd 
tiug.. 116,000 yds. ord, ‘a. udders- 
4 field, and Leeds.’ 
Cloth, Blue, No. 1 ++ 40,000 ,, Bradford, Dewsbury, Halifax, | 18th January. 
Serge, Blue, ,, 2 ++ 850.000 ,, Huddersfield, Lecds, and 
” ” ” 3 oe 80,000 ” Wakefield. 
Navy Tartan 16,000 ,, 
Comtorters ioe No. 
Jerseys .. oe ” 
Stockings Bi pairs Leicester, and Wake 
( Dewsbary, Halifax, Hudders- 
Fearnought .. | Bela, Leeds, Manchester, 
Kersey .. 12 ” and Waketield. 
Caps, Blue Cloth »  UGlasgow, Leeds, and Man- 


_ 50,000 
DuckOovers for Caps .. 20,000 No. § chester. 
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es yds. \ 
nen, Bleached, 816,000 
000 Berndey, , Beltast, Dundee, 
Osnaburgh oe «- 233000 ,, 
Towelling BOW , 
Duck, cioth, ordinary .. 800,000 ,, { Barnsley. Belfast, Dundee, 
” » fine, white.. 75,800 ,, Leeds, and Manchester. 
Drill, White Cotton .. 100,000 ,, Beaten, Halifax, Leeds, and 
chester. 
Jean, Blue 120,000 ,, Barnsley and Manchester. 
Canvas Sail Cloth (Royal 
erchant Bel D G 
for Seamen's Bags 47,000 ,, aod 
‘Coal Back 220,000 ,, 
Hammock Cloth 150,000 ., 
Twines .. oe ee 780 cwt. Belfast, Bristol, Dundee, 
Glasgow, and Leeds. 25th January. 
Threads 15,200 Ibs. Belfast, Glasgow, and Leeds. 
Jute Thread Dnndee. 
Hair, Curled .. Glasgow and Leeds. 
Waterp:oof Union Pack- UGtasgow, Halifax, and Man- 
ing Papec .. 95,000 yds. chester. 
te, Packing, &c. 12.400 owt 
‘otton Was cwt, lasgow and Manch 
mge Olths .. 398000 mo, and 
Shirtings 50,000 yds. 
Smallwares (Bindings, i see Form of 
Gimps, Webbing, &c...§ its Tender, 
Tape, Dutch .. .. 621,000 pieces + Manchester. 
“mee .. 34000 ,, 
» Blue Worsted 924,000 ,, 
Combs, Horn .. +» 20,000 No. 4 
Manufacturers will be accepted. 
T. GWYN, 
Contract Department, Admiralty, London, 8.W. Director of Navy Contracis. 


1st January, 1898. 

India Ofice.—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
supply— 

1. Fastenings for cast-iron sleepers. 
2. Thirteen spans of 150 feet each. 
The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 


- the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 


tenders are to be delivered at that office by Two o'clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 18th January, 1898, after which time no tender will 
be received. 


AwWaRDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a silver watch, together with 
a silver medal, for gallantry in saving life at sea to Mr. Robert 
Page, skipper, and a similar medal, together with a sum of three 
pounds (3/.) to Mr. Charles Thurston, third hand, of the fishing 
smack ‘‘ Problem,” of Yarmouth, in recognition ot their services 
in rescuing the crew of the fishing smack “Olive,” of Yarmouth, 
which was abandoned in the North Sea on the 29th November 
last. Also a bronze medal for gallantry in saving life at sea to 
William Hodge, chief boatman of Coastguard stationed at 
Sunderland, in recognition of his services at the wreck of the 
schooner “ Resolve,” of Inverness, near Sundezland, on the 
29th November last. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
gold watch which has been awarded by H.R.H. the Prince Regent 
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of Bavaria to Mr. Matthew Stevens, of Penzance, in recognitie~ of 
his bravery in rescuing a Bavarian subject from drowning ou the 
6th August last; and, also, a binocular glass, which has been 
awarded by the Italian Government to Mr. John Davies, 
master of the s.s. “Oanfa,” of Loncon, in recognition of his — 
services to the crew of the Italian schoorer “ Fiducia,” which 
was attacked by Riffian pirates off the coast of Morocco on 
the 16th of August last. 

Also, a binocular glass to Mr. Thomas Shotton, master, a 
binocular glass, together with a silver medal, for gallantry in 
saving life at sea, to Mr. Albert Edward Thomas, first mate, and 
similar medals and a sum of money each to William Ramsay, 
boatswain, Charles Turner, cook, Henry Elsmore, fireman, and 
James sg. Staley, Charles Baker, and William Svenson, seamen, 
of thes... “ Nellie,’ of London, in 1ecognition of their services 
in resculng part of the crew cf the s.s. “ Newminster,” of New- 
castle-on-Tyne, which was abandoned in the Bay of Biscay on the 
29th November, 1897 : also a binocular glass to Mr. John Edward 
Holl, master, a binocular glass, together with a silver medal, for 
gallantry in saving life at sea, to Mr. William Oswald Diver, 
third mate, and similar medals and a sum of money each to 
Samuel Perry, boatswain, and Robert Seaman, Samuel Grassan, 
and Charles Smith, seamen, of the s.s. “Lisbon,” of London, in 
recognition of their services in rescuing the remainder of the crew 
of the “Newminster,’ on the occasion referred to ; also, a piece 
of silver plate to Mr. John Ferguson, master, a binocular glass, 
together with a silver medal, for gallantry in saving life at sea, to 
Mr. George Henry Dodd, first mate, a similar medal to Mr. 
Harvey William Broadbent, extra second mate; and similar 
medals, together with a sum of three pounds (£3) each, to Daniel 
Garsler, boatswain’s mate, John Henderson, master-at-arms, John 
Hayes, quartermaster, and Richard Collins, James Murphy, 
Thomas Calligan, and Frederick William Young, seamen, of the 
s.s. “Etruria,” of Liverpool, in recognition of their services in 
rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the s.s. “ Millfield,” of Whitby, 
which was abandoned in the North Atlantic Ocean on the 
11th ultimo. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have 
during the month of December, 1897, passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th Section of the Weights and Measures _ 
Act, 1889 :— 

Carroll, John ; Carroll, Thomas ; Clarke, Samuel G. ; Crean, Hugh M. ; Feeny, 
Martin ; Fogarty, James A.; Gillis, Charles H.; Groves, James; Hourihen, 
Patrick ; Ladley William ;Medden, John ; McKee, Robert ; McLoghlin, Owen 
O'Brien, Edmond ; Ryan, Joseph ; Sbarpe, Matthew ; Walker ,Robert ; Walton, 
Thomas Wil:on, Charles W.; all of the Royal Irish Constabulary, Ireland, and 
Dean, Fiaderick John of Pembroke Township. 
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IL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM* 


The monthly accounts of Trade and Navigation show that the 
value of the; imports into the United Kingdom from foreign 
countries and British possessions for the month ended De- 
cember 31, 1897, was 41,332,2841., as compared with 43,618,8511. 
for December, 1896, a decrease of 2,286,567/., or 5°2 per cent. 

The exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures for 
December, 1897, were valued at 19,302,1811, as against 
20,317,759/. in December, 1896, showing a decrease of 1,015,5781., 
or 50 per cent., while the exports of foreign. aud colonial mer- 
chandise for December, 1897, amounted in value to 4,989,1781., 
as compared with 5,586,259/. fora similar period of 1896, showing 
a decrease of 597,081/., or 10°7 per cent. 

Imports.—The tollowing table gives the value of the imports 
for December, 1897, as compared with December, 1896, according 
to the principal categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Dee. 31. 
Increase. Dacrease. 
1896. 1897. 
£ £ £ £ 
Food, Drink, and Tobacco | 18,515,561 | 18,180,490 _ 835,071 
Metale 1,843,834 | 1,819,305 24,529 
Chemicals, Dye Staffs, & ‘ 
‘} 447,892} 414,664 33,228 
Raw Materials for Manu- 
facturae 13,874,082 | 12,052,047 1 822,035 
Manufactured an is- 
8,041,756 | 8,199,686] 147,930 ve 
Total- £13,618,851| 41,332,284 2,286,567 


Among the articles of food and drink, ihe imports ot wheat 
show a decreased value of 527,4961, barley 310,995/., oats 
127,9317., and Indian corn or maize 134,1361., while wheat meal 
and flour has increased by 253,327]. Butter has fallen off to the 
extent of 144,$217., but cheese shows an increased value of 
126,261/. The imports of raw cotton have increased in quantity 
12,827 ewts., but decreased in value 1,369,961/.; sheep or lambs’ 
wool fell off to the extent of 528,630/., and flax dressed, undressed, 
and tow 123,801/. Jute, raw silk, mohair, and woollen rags have 
also fallen off. More hides, tallow and stearine, and wood and 
timber were imported, but less leather, linen yarn, and seeds. 

Exports.—With regard to the exports for December, 1897, the 


* See also p.p. 111, 112. 
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following table gives the value for that period as compared with 
December, 189A :— 


Month ended Dec. 31st. 


I Decrease. 
1£96. 1897. 
Animals livi 95,792 $7,331 4 539 
“Articles of food and drink 1,008;773 | 1,054,686 
Raw materials - 


:054,| 45,893 

Ww - - | 1,469,755 | 1,648,492 178,737 
— manufactured and partly manufac- 

Yarns and textile fabrics - - 


- 707,499 | 8,065,178 - 642,321 
Metals and articles manufactured there- . 


from (except machinery)- ° 2,813,269 2,978,509 165,240 _ 
Machinery and mill work - ~ - 1,520,999 1,098,148 _ 422,851 
Miscellaneous 4°701,672 | 4,359,857 341,815 
Total - |£29,317,759 | 19,302,181 1,015,578 


Exports of cotton varn increased 3,495,500 lbs. and 62,7701. 
but piece goods fell off in value to the extent of 348,800/. Linen 
yarn piece goods and manufactures showed a decrease of 101,996/., 
woollen and worsted tissues 247,696/., and raw wool 60,998/., 
but silk, thrown, twist, and yarn, and jute and alpaca and mohair 
yarn increased in value as compared with December, 1896. Coal 
shows an increase of 414,899 tons and 231,276/., and metals of 
165,2401. The exports of machinery again show a falling off of 
422,851/. Apparel and articles of personal use fell off to the value 
of 131,747/. The export of cycles and parts thereof shows a 
noteworthy decrease for the month of 123,154. 

With regard to the trade for the year ended 31st December, 
1897 the imports were valued at 451,238,683/., as compared with 
441,808,904/. in 1896, an increase of 9,429,7791. The exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures, on the other hand,, 
show a net decrease of 5,795,5481, for the year 1897 as compared 
with 1896. This is chiefly made up of decreases of 8,711,033/. in 
the exports of yarns and textile fabrics, and 595,865/. in those of 
apparel and articles of personal use, and of 732,165l. in those of 
machinery and millwork. The new United States Tariff may, to 

some extent, account for the former, but the important export 
trade of British machinery and millwork has been much affected 
by the continued engineering dispute. 


| 
| 
| 
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II.—THE PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 


The first number of a Memorandum and Returns which 
have been prepared in the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade to show the production and consumption of alcoholic 
liquors in the chief European countries and in the United States, 
has recently been issued. The returns have been compiled from 
the various official statistics issued by the Governments of the 
different countries referred to, supplemented in many cases by 
information specially furnished by the various statistical bureaux. 

Detailed statements are given showing the quantity of wine, 
beer, and spirits produced, the total consumption thereof, together 
with the consumption per head of the population in each year from 
1885 to 1896, as far as the particulars can be stated, for the follow- 
ing countries :—The United Kingdom, Russia, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Germany, Holland, Belgium, France, Switzerland, 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, Austria, Hungary, Roumania, and the 
United States. Mr. A. E. Bateman, the Comptroller-General 
of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour Departments, states 
in his introduction that it is hoped in future issues of this publica- 
tion that some particulars of the production and consumption of 
alcohol in the chief Colonial Possessions of the United Kingdom. 
will be added. 

The following statements show the consumption of wine, beer; . 
and spirits, together with the proportion per head of the population, 


-in the latest years for which the data are available, in the United. 
Kingdom, France, Germany, and the United States :— 


Wine. 


United Kingdom. | France. Germany. United States. 


tion. | Popula- tion, Popula- Popula- tion. Popula- 


on. fiom. tion. tion. 


Per Hi Per Head Per Per Head. 
Consump-| ofthe | Consump- | of the ae of the |Consump-| of the 
tion. 


Gallons. | Gallons.| Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons. | Gallons.} Gallons. | Gallons. 
0.38 815,364,000 | 21°34 18,243,000} 0.32 


13,768,000 
1888 | 13,417,000| 0°36 881,056,000} 22°94 30,267,000; 0°51 
1890 | 14,924,(00} 9°40 793,870,000 | 20°67 | 76,340,000 1°54 0°38 
1895 | 14,553,000} 0°37 940,368,000 | 24°43 65,198,000 1:06 16,363000| 0°23 
1896 | 15,776,000| 0°40 11,137,224,000| 29°50 15,578,000! 22 


From the sbove it appears that the consumption of wine per 
head of the population in the United Kingdom, Germany, and the 
United States is insignificant; whilst as regards the total 
quantity consumed it is to be noted that in these three 
countries taken together with their 150 millions of inhabitants, it. 
is approximately a tenth part of what is consumed in France with. 
its 38 millions of inhabitants, 


| 
| | 
| 
{ 
| | 
| 
| 
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Beer. 
United Kingdom. France. Germany. United States. 
Per Per 
| Consump- off Consump- Consump- off Consump- 


tion. Popula- tion. Popula- tion. Popula- tion. Popola- 
tio tion. 


Gallons. |Gallons| Gallows. |Gallons| Galins. |Gall.nsy Gallons. \Gallons 
1885 | 975,645,000 | 27-1 182,952,000 46 908,292,000 | 19°8 | 496,578,000 88 
1888 | 1,003,475,000 | 178,222,000 44 | 1,015,916,000 | 21°5 } 639,400,000 
1890 | 1,124,525,6G00 | 30°0 189,838,000 4°8 | 1,142,042,000 | 23°3 {| 712,875,000 | il4 
1895 | 1,160,127,000 | 296 196,548,000 51 | 1,215,676,000 | 23°5 | 869,062,000 | 12°4 
1896 | 1,211,529,000 | 30°7 199,122,000*, 5:2 | 1,333,090,000 | 25°5 | 900,161,000 | 127 


The two great beer-producing countries are Germany and the 
United Kingdom, the production in Germany being slightly the 
larger in bulk, put in the matter of consumption per head the 
positions are reversed. The production in the United States is 
increasing, but the consumption per head averages, roughly 
speaking, only half that of Germany, whilst in France it is not a 
‘fifth of that of the two great beer-drinking countries. It may, 
chuwever, be remarked that as regards consumption, Belgium, 
where more than 43 gallons of beer are consumed per head of the 
‘population, stands higher even then England or Germany, and 
higher indeed than any individual State of the latter country 


except Bavaria, where the consumption is highest of all, amounting 


‘to no less than 50 gallons per capila. It should also be remarked 
‘that, as regards beer, production and consumption are practically 
synonymous terms, except in the case of France, where the imports 
amount to 2 per cent. of the total consumption. 


Spirits. 
United Kingdom. France. Germany. United States. 
: 
Per Head of Per Head of Per Head of| Per Fead of 
>| Consump- | the Popu- | ©O?*"™P- | the Popu- | ©°2S"™P- | the Popu- | C°S¥™P- | the Popu- 
ton. lation. ton. lation. ten. lation. tien. lat on 
Gallons.* | Gallons.* | Gallons.* | Gallons.* | Gallons.* | Gal’ons-* | Gallons.* | Gallons.* 
1885! 34,5 5,000 0°96 63,536,000 1°69 -- 58,810,000 1:05 
1888) 34,138,000 0°92 64,592,°00 1°69 74,580,009 158 63,179,000 1°05 
38,374,000 1°02 75 172,000 1°91 11,021,000 2:07 73,161 ,00 117 
1895} 39,043,000 1:00 68,156,000 1:78 97,746,000 1°89 64,831,0C0 93 
1896} 40,076,000 | 1°01 70,180,000 1°85 100,760,000 1:94 59,186,000 0°83 


From the above it appears that the consumption of spirits in 
the United Kingdom and the United States does not differ very 
materially, averaging in each instance about one gallon per head. 
In France, and in Germany also, the case is however altogether 
‘different, for here the consumption over a series of years averages 
more nearly two gallons per head than one; being almost identical 
in each year with the consumption in Holland, although slightly 


* Proof gallons containing 50 per cent of alchol. 


q 
| 
_| 
| 
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below that of Belgium, where the consumption per head is the 
highest. Whether, however, this large consumption is due to 
climatic or social conditions, or to the low duty on spirits in that 
country, is a moot point. If it is due to the latter cause, the 
results of the increased taxation on spirits which came into force 
at the beginning of 1897 will be shown in the near future. It 
should be remarked that the duties on spirits in Germany, although 
higher than those in Belgium, are still considerably below the 
duties in the United Kingdom and France. 

As regards the question of the taxation of alcoholic beverages 
it is stated in the memorandum that the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, and the United States all derive large revenues 
from the taxation of such beverages, the actual proportion so 
derived to the total revenue being in the case of the United 
Kingdom 35 per cent.; in France, 19 per cent.; in the United 
States, 30 per cent.; and in Germany, 173 per cent. ; and it is in 
these countries that the amount of drink consumed is the largest. 
The amount consumed appears to vary with prosperity and the 
spending capacity of a nation, and there is no reason to doubt the 
fact that with prosperity the amount of acoholic liquors consumed 
increases, whilst with “ bad times” it decreases. Price, no doubt, 
too, largely affects the consumption, and with increased taxation 
the amount consumed will, at all events for a time, decrease,a 
fact for which allowance is duly madein most Budgets. 


IV.—BRITISH versus GERMAN TRADE METHODS. 


Mr. Byron Brenan, C.M.G., H.M. Consul at Canton, in a recent 
report to the Foreign Office on the trade of Japan, writes as_ 
follows with regard to British and German methods of trade :— 

“In what is called pushing business, I do not think we are so 
advantageously situated as some of our neighbours. Our mercantile 
houses, as a rule, have a well-established business, and are not 
anxious to venture into new fields, and, moreover, English mer- 
cantile men come of a class with a different training from their 
German confréres. I am aware that here I tread on delicate 
ground, but when it comes to taking trouble and putting up with - 
disagreeable experiences, the young German does so with more 
readiness than the Englishman. We have not the class of men 
who are willing to play the role of salesman. In illustration of 
my meaning, I will relate what occurred to me at a small port in 
the East, where there may have been a dozen European residents 
in all. ‘ Wishing to obtain an English-made article for my own 
use, I inquired of an English merchant whether there was a 
native shop or store where European articles were sold. He 
replied that, with such a small European community, there was 
not sufficient support for a “ foreign store,” and that the Europeans 
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obtained all their supplies from the neighbouring large port. This 
Englishman had lived several years in the place, and I accepted 
his answer without demur. In walking through the streets next 
day I came across a very well-supplied “foreign store,” kept by a 
native. The store was stocked with almost all that a housekeeper 
could require, a veritable ‘Army and Navy Stores’ in miniature, 
and the storekeeper obtained his supplies through a German 
meichant in the port. It is very probable that the English 
merchant would not have cared for the business; he would haves 
said, truly enough, that it was not in his line ; but somehow there 
always seems to be a German in whose line it is. 

“With such satisfactory results it may seem superfluous to 
criticise the business ways of English manufacturers. It is, 
nevertheless, a subject of remark if not precisely of complaint, 
that the English makers show less eagerness to secure orders than 
their Continental or American rivals. When an English manu- 
facturer believes, and from the nature of the case he can usually 
judge correctly, that the inquiries which are being made from 
different quarters all have reference to one particular order, he 
may decline to give quotations to more than ore inquirer, or he 
may answer that his terms are well known to the Japanese 
Government, as he has already executed similar orders before. 
Where a firm of manufacturers has a special agent in Japan there 
may be good reason for leaving all business exclusively in his 
hands ; but it seems unwise to give discouragemert to local men 
who, in the hope of getting a commission for themselves, are 
willing to take an infinity of trouble to make a sale to some 
Government department or large private company. A pushing 
local firm that meets with discouragement at the first venture is 
not likely to approach the same makers again unless he finds that 
all makers are equally unresponsive.” 

Mr. Brenan goes on to say that from what he could gather it 
would appear that English manufacturers look for in others the 
same business qualities as they possess themselves, and expect that 
a customer shall have a full knowledge of what he really wants. 
Japanese in responsible posts, whose technical knowledge however 
may not come up to the requirements of their position, do not meet 
with adequate assistance from British makers in formulating 
their specifications. If to the critical eye of the British 
technical man the inquiry betrays a certain amount of vague- 
mess and ignorance on the part of the Japanese applicant, 
the application is likely to be set aside as not saveuring 
of real business. The more eager continental rival will 
detect a possible customer, will make practical suggestions 
as to what the inquirer really requires, and will keep hold 
of him until he has secured an order, or until the case proves 
to be hopeless, ‘There are also occasions when, for some 
reason of their own, the Japanese require an article made in 
some way which experience has proved not to be the best ; still 
they wish to have it, and will not have the improved kind. The 
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following is an instance in point:—An arsenal required a crane 
with the lifting machinery of a certain description not now con- 
sidered as the most serviceable. Application was made to an 
English maker, who refused to supply the out-of-date article. A 
German maker accepted the order, and thus obtained an opening 
which he will probably turn to good advantage. Again, the sewing 
machines of a well-known English maker were in possession of 
the field, and might have remained there had the makers thought 
it worth their while to humour the fancy of their Japanese 
customers. For some reason of their own the Japanese wished to 
have a machine with the arm somewhat higher than it is usually 
made, The English makers thought that the change would be a 
disadvantage in working the machine, or at any rate that it was 
unnecessary. Some German makers did not mind that: they saw 
that in consulting the Japanese preference there would be an 
advantage to themselves; and now the German-made sewing 
machine is seen everywhere. 

But the loss of business caused by this unbending adherence 
to established standards is not limited to the makers who refuse 
to be accommodating. It sometimes reacts upon others, One 
British firm in Japan lost a good order for rails, and consequently 
some English maker also, because with the rails it was necessary 
to supply a certain kind of crossing and switches which are not 
now made in England. The English firm had hitherto got over 
the difficulty by supplying the rails from England and obtaining 
from the Continent what the British ironmasters refused to make; 
but their continental rivals here saw their opportunity. The 
order had to be executed as a whole, and if the British firm could 
be prevented from obtaining the switches the order would have 
to be transferred to such parties as could supply all that was 
desired; so a paternal Government applied a little pressure to 
the continental maker of the right kind of switches, and he 
refused to sell any more to the British firm, who thus were 
unable to fulfil their orders, and in the end both switches and 
rails were procured from the Continent.— (Foreign Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 440.) 
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V.—THE GOLD FIELDS OF THE KLONDIKE 


The United States Consul at Victoria (British Columbia), in a 
report to his Government dated November 23rd last, states that 
all the advices that reach that city indicate that the rush in 1849 
to California, and, later, to South Africa, will be eclipsed by the 
rush of gold seekers headed for the Yukon in the early months of 
1898. The crowd is coming not only from the American continent, 
but from the Old World and the antipodes. The steamship 
“‘Warrimoo,” a few weeks ago, brought nearly a hundred from 
Australia to Victoria on their way to the New Eldorado. Agents 
from England have been and are now making contracts for housing . 
three or four thousand gold seekers, and every hotel in Victoria . 
has contracts for all its rooms for portions of several months, 
When it is remembered that at least ayart of the great legion 
from the United States will pass through the port, it will be seen . 
that the city bids fair to have its hands full later on. One com- 
pany has already secured seventy car-loads of outfitting goods, 
and several other leading business men of Victoria, accustomed to 
doing things on a large scale, have made equally liberal prepara- 
tions for the coming trade. The transportation companies have, 
by purchase or lease, secured ocean steamers sufficient to make | 
daily lines between Victoria and St. Michael’s, Dyea, Skagway, 
Fort Wrangell, etc. 

Even beyond the sealing question, the people of British 
Columbia are interested in this trade, and it was in response to 
their demands that Hon. Clifford Sifton, the Canadian Minister of 
the Interior, recently made a trip to the North-west. On his 
return, he addressed a meeting of the representative citizens of | 
Victoria. 

The desire is to get the Canadian Government to open an all- 
Canadian route to the gold fields, and to enact such tariff laws as 
will make it to the interest of miners to purchase their outfits in 
Canada. Mr. Sifton, naturally desirous of pleasing his audience, 
declared that the boundary line between Alaska and British Colum- 
bia, when rightly settled, would include some important posts now 
in possession of the United States, and gave an outline of the plans 
now in progress to get an all-Canadian route, via the Stickine River, 
and the railroad projects connected therewith, his remarks being 
received with loud applause by the audience. In the course of his 
remarks, Mr. Sifton intimated that the 100-pounds exemption, now 
allowed by the Canadian Government to the miners, would be abro- 
gated by the Ist of January, and that, probably, everything not 
bought in Canada would have to pay duty. But he declined to 
give any assurance that the tax on mining would be reduced, or 
the “alternate claim” exaction be alleviated. 

Mr. Wm. Ogilvie, the Dominion Surveyor and Police Commis- 
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sioner, who accompanied Mr. Sifton, also delivered a lecture on 
the subject of the gold fields, which was largely attended. 

The Consul goes on to say that, having met 
several who have spent some time in the newly-discovered 
gold fields, perhaps it might be well to give a synopsis of 
the views given by two of the most prominent and intelligent 
men on Vancouver Island. A. prominent citizen of Nanaimo, who 
spent some months on the ground, has given a most interesting 
statement of the condition of the country. He says that the 
Klondike miuing country is covered with snow most of the year. 
During the months of July and August, however, it is quite hot, the 
thermometer showing 85 deg. to 90 deg., and then men must wear 
protectors for the face and hands to keep off the mosquitoes. Last 
year, though so hot, the sun cid not thaw the ground, which is 
protected by a thick moss under the snow, which neuiralises the 
sun’s rays. This moss is now cut off with theshovel. The miner 
then builds a fire, thaws out the ground for 2 or 3 inches, aud digs, 
and so on, by relays. Every foot of ground has to be thawed out 
in this way. The ground is frozen 35 feet, down to bed rock, and 
it is impossible to dig or work a pick therein. 

A well-known citizen of Victoria, who obtained 130,000 dols. in 
addition to an interest in some fifteen rich claims, as a result of 
two years’ labour in the Northwest region, says that, contrary to 
the general impression, the best time for mining is in the winter, 
as then the surface water does not inconvenience the miner. The 
large paying mines are all worked in the winter and the wash up 
is in the spring and summer. However, in the hot weather 
‘enough gold can be dug out of the bars and banks on the various 
rivers and creeks by a poor man to enable him to purchase a good 
claim in the fall. In the Canadian gold region the land is 
extremely flat, and the best way to work it, except the river bar 
claims, is to dig a hole 6 feet long by 4 feet wide, or thereabouts, 
and build a hot fire to thaw the ground, so as to be able to shovel 
it out. In the summer the sun has sufficient heat to thaw the 
sides of the hole, but there being no grade the water runs down 
into the hole and extinguishes the fire, thus stopping the work. 
In the winter, of course, there is no such obstacle, the ground 
being thawed only by the miner’s fire. The thawed dirt is removed 
. by pick and shovel, piled by the side of the hole, and the thawing 
process repeated. When the hole becomes deep enough, a wind- 
lass is rigged and the dirt hauled up in baskets. At intervals of 
a few days a pan of dirt is washed to ascertain its yield. No 
attempt is made during the winter to wash more than is necessary 
to test the yield of ore. This accounts for the big striles reported 
last summer—they were the results of six months’ previous hard 
work. It is also stated that in Alaskan diggings semmer work is 
more profitable than in Canada. The auriferous earth in Alaska is 
‘mearer the surface than in Canada, and in about the same 
amount. Alaska is probably a mors profitable place for miners 
than Canada owing to the excessive royalty charged by the 
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Dominion Government, and which, it seems, there is no expecta-- 
tion of having repealed. The miners in Alaska make 
their own laws. There is no tax upon them, and no questions of. 
nationality are asked any more than in the Klondike region. The 
temperature in winter goes to 70 degs. below zero, but the air is. 
still and dry, and is really no harder to endure than 35 degs. 
below in Montana. The consul states that the gentleman who 
gave him the above information has since sold part of his claims. 
in that gold region for 300,000 dols., of which 10 per cent. was 
aid cash down. He will return in the spring to deliver what he 
sold and prospect for more. 

There are five principal routes followed by miners in going to 
the different diggings, distant from Victoria as follows: Fort 
Wrangell, 801 miles; Skagway, 1,024 miles; Dawson City, 
1,594 miles ; Teslin Lake, 1,079 miles; Fort Selkirk, 1,418 miles. 


VI.—THE RUSSO-COREAN BANK AND RUSSIAN 
ENTERPRISE IN COREA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
summary of an article taken from the ‘“‘ Novoe Vremya” of the: 
10/22 December last, on the Russian-Corean Bank in Corea, in. 
which it is stated that the Russo-Corean Bank is a reproduction: 
on its main features, of the Russo-Chinese Bank. The founder: 
of‘ the former are also the founders of the latter; Prince 
Ukhtomski, and M.M. Rothstein, Kerbedz, Koch, and Nothafts. 
but, in this case, there is no representative of foreign capital,. 
Most of these gentlemen beloug to the Petersburg “ Haute 
Finance,” and are members of the Board of the International 
Bank of St. Petersburg, but M. de Witte has reserved for himself 
the performance of the predominating part in all important 
transactions. 

The Bank’s general object is defined as being “the promotion of 
commercial operations in Eastern Asia,” and, in particular, ‘the 
support of commercial relations between Russia and Corea as well 
as the kingdoms of Eastern Asia.” Very extensive privileges not. 
to be found in the Statutes of other Russian commercial banks are- 
given to the Russo-Corean Bank. Amongst them are: the right. 
of conducting the following operations in Asia :— 

Transport of goods by sea, river,and land, as well as receiving. 
goods on security together with the issue of warrants. 

The issue of its own notes in taels, dollars, pounds sterling and 
other local currencies—on conditions laid down by the Finance- 
Minister—the bank being bound to have cash in reserve to cover 
these notes in the proportion of one-third. 

The receipt—in the confines of Corea—of payments in respect of 
taxes. 
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Operations in connection with the local State Treasury, as 
also the minting of local coins (with permission of the Corean 
Government); and payment of interest on loans of the Corean 
Government, 

The acquisition (subject in each case to the permission of the 
Minister of Finance) of all kinds of concessions such as for building 
railways, laying telegraph lines, &c., in Corea. 

As regards loan operations, the Bank is allowed “ in particularly 
important cases,” to give credit to their clients “without special 
security ;” such credits not to exceed in the aggregate half the 
‘original and reserve capital of the Bank. T hese credits allowed, as 
a general rule, for not more than four months, may in certain cases 
be extended without special security for a year. 

Loanson the security of tea may be made in the pro- 
portion of 90 per cent. of its value; this shows that the tea 
business in particular will be actively supported by the Bank. 
The purchase and sale of real estate for third parties, but only in 
localities open to foreign trade. 

There are also special articles inthe Bank Statutes allowing it to 
conduct “other credit operations suitable to local conditions” for 
which the unanimous consent of the Board of Management is 
required as well as the official sanction of the Minister of Finance. 

Within tke Russian Empirethe bank may carry on ordinary bank- 
ing operations, but receives in this direction special privileges in 
commercial matters having immediate connection with Eastern 
Asia. It is thus authorised to transport goods by sea, river, and 
land, and to receive goods in security, and to issue warrants against 
them, also to purchase and sell goods. 

The seat of the bank is to be at St. Petersburg. Branches may 
_ be opened in Russia and abroad “wherever found necessary.” 
The branches of the bank in Asia are under the protection of the 
Russian Government, and under consular jurisdiction in those 
countries where such jurisdiction exists by treaty. 

The share capital is fixed, to begin with, at only 500,000 
roubles (a little more thau 53,000J)., which, can be increased with 
the permission of the Minister of Finance, &c. 

In a further article from the “ Novoe Vremya” on the 14/26 
December last, on the operations of the Russo-Corean Bank, it is 
pointed out thac Corea offers a wide field for Russian commercial 
and other enterprise. Although enjoying no special rights of 
monopoly, the Russo-Corean Bank will, with the sanction of the 
Corean Government, mint money and open credits, withous 
security being lodged, for periods extending to one year. It will also 
study and point out what articles Russia could with best advan- 
tage import to and export from Corea; moreover, it will seek to 
drive American mineral oil out of the market; and endeavour to 
obtain construction concessions, &c. One of the first railways 
must be between Seoul and Genzan (about 139 miles). The 
functions of the Bank will also be extended to the purchase of 
several steamers for the tea trade with China, which branch of 
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Commerce will likewise come within the sphere of operations of 
the Bank. Gold is also said to exist along the Seoul Genzan 
line. 

Generally speaking there is plenty of scope for Fabian enter- 
prise in Corea of a varied kind. 


VIIL—GERMAN COMBINATION TO UNDERSELL 
BRITISH RAILS. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from’ 
Viscount Gough, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, 
enclosing memorandum from Mr. W. H. Gastrell, Commercial 
Attaché to the Embassy and a communication received by him from 
Mr. Mulvany, H.M. Consul at Dusseldorf, on an alleged pool 
formed in Germany to unersell British rails. Mr. Mulvany in 
his Jetter to Mr. Gastrell says :— 

“ The pool you refer to is evidently no secret, and, it would appear, 
is likely to be carried out. According to au article in the Cologne 
papers the industrial men of the district are not yet satisfied with the 
_ freights, which doubtless will be further lowered if the combination 
in view as to the distributing losses sustained in export trade over 
broader basis is realised. I think it is very likely that a syndicate 
of the rolling-mills, probably of the manufacturers of iron and 
steel goods in general, will be formed, so that such a 
syndicate or syndicates and that of the Westphalian collieries can 
arrange this matter between themselves. It is a well-known fact 
that the Germans export at considerably lower prices than those 
which they obtain in their own market, with the double object in 
view of disposing of surplus quantities that cannot be placed in 
the latter market, and of gaining a footing in foreign countries. It 
would be a truism to say that the larger the production the less 
the cost of manufacture per tou; hence under protective policy 
they can afford, not only to sell at selbst kosten preis, but below 
it. and even to make a considerable sacrifice in this respect. The 
pool will be no easy matter to carry out, but the Germans are 
good crganisers.’ 

Mr. Mulvany, from private information obtcined by him, gives 
the following interesting particulars regarding the different 
charges for steel rails in and out of Germany. 

a. The cost of production of steel rails in Germany is about 
85 marks (4/. 5s.) 

b. The selling price of the same in Germany i is from 120 smarks 
(67,) to 180 marks (9/.), acecrding to quantities and conditions of 
contract, etc. 

c. The selling price outside Germany for oversea exports is, he 
thinks, 80 marks (4/.) 

He states that this information as to prices is indirect, but 
is likely to be somewhat near the truth. 
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With reference to the formation of the pool referred to above, 
it appears that a meeting of the principal producers in Germany 
of coal, pig-iron, steel rails, and owners of blast furnaces, was held 
in October last in Berlin, that the object of this meeting was the 
formation of a pool to enable all the German steel producing 
firms to compete with England in this production without having 
to sell at less than production price. As a result of the difference 
between the selling price of steel rails in Germany and the selling 
price out of the country, German firms could only exist if they 
sold in the country as much as they sold abroad, the profit of one 
more than counterbalancing the losses of the other, while the 
manufacture of the double quantity helps to lessen the price of 
production of the whole. 

The object of the pool was to enable the producers to sell out 
of the country without loss, the pool fixing the rate that good 
steel should be produced at, and allowing the payment out of its 
funds to the producer of the amount between the producing and 
selling price. 

The funds for this object were to be obtained in the following 
manner, viz :—by a subscription of 3d. per ton from the producers 
of pig-iron, 6d. per ton from the coal producers for all coal 
employed in producing steel rails or steel in general, 6d. per ton 
from the blast furnace proprietors, and 9d. per ton from the 
manufacturers of the steel. 
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VIIL—THE SHIPBUILDING TRADE IN GERMANY. 


A despatch dated 7th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Oftice from Viscount Gough, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Berlin, transmitting memorandum drawn up by the Commercial 
Attaché to that Embassy, as follows :-— 

On the 2nd December an important meeting took place in 
Berlin—at the invitation of the management of the Altona portion 
of the State Railways—of representatives of the State lines 
of the Altona, Essen, Hanover, and Stettin districts, of the chief 
German shipbuilding yards, and of those steel works producing 
the chief material for the construction of vessels. The question 
to be again discussed was the reduction of railway freights on the 
transport of materials for shipbuilding purposes, with special 
reference to the petition to that effect which had been presented 
by the Society of German Iron and Steel Industrialists to the 
Minister of Public Works. This request had been formulated 
because the English manufacturers of materials for shipbuilding, 
to a serious extent, undersold the German rolling-mills, and on the 
ground that the employment of German similar materials in the 
home yards should be made possible by the co-operation of the 
Prussian railways with the said shipbuilding yards and steel 
rolling-mills. 

The special point discussed was to what extent large orders 
would be given for iron for the construction of ships, and whether 
the works could carry them out quicker and more satisfactorily 
than formerly ; and it is reported that a highly satisfactory result 
was arrived at on both questions. It was then announced that a 
union of the German rolling-mills for rough iron plates had been 
effected in June, 1897, which had increased its activity to such an 
extent that it was prepared tc make contracts for large quantities 
of ships’ plates in direct opposition to British competition, 
although this procedure might involve considerable sacrifices. 
Further, an agreement had been effected between several important 
rolling-mills as to delivering the steel pieces for construction of 
the ship’s framework, etc., and guarantees would also be given by 
them to the building yards as to deliveries. 

On behalf of the shipping yards it was declared that in con- 
sideration of the above statements, they would now, on their side, 
take over a small part of the difference in price as against the 
English one, and that they were influenced by the conviction that 
German shipbuilding could only be sufficiently firmly established 
by an almost exclusive use of German materials. 

But, from both the side of the builders and of the steel and 
iron manufacturers, the view was expressed that a third factor 
‘was necessary to bring about this result, and that was a reduction 
of the railway rates on these materials, 


The Berlin newspapers express the opinion that the Minister of 
Public Works cannot now refuse to grant the reductions, and 
remark that an early decision on this point is very important. 
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IX.—CUBAN AUTONOMY AND CUBAN TRADE. 

A despatch dated 29th November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H. M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, transmitting 
summary of the Decree establishing Cuban autonomy, which was 
published in the “ Gazetade Madrid” of the 27th November last. 

The Decree is preceded by a long preamble, the last part of 
which is important as showing the views of Senor Moret regarding — 
the two important questions of Cuban tariff lezislation, and the 
division of the Cuban debt between the colony and mother couatry. 

“TI have now sketched the general outlines of the Decree ; the 
general sense of the articles regarding the tariff, and the debt must 
now be indicated. 

“The peninsular export trade to Cuba, amounting in volume to 
30,000,000 dols. (£6,000,000) annually, as well as the shipping 
industry to which it gives employment, have hitherto received 
a special treatment absolutely incompatible with the principles of 
colonial autonomy. 

“‘ These principles imply the power to regulate the conditions 
of the colony’s import and export trade, and the free administra- 
tion of its Customs. To withhold this power from Cuba and Porto 
Rico would be to destroy the value of the principles established 
above, to endeavour to impair it by subterfuge would: be incon- 
sistent with the nation's dignity. It is the Government's duty, 
after recognising this principle in its integrity, to endeavour that 
the transition may be effected without shock or prejudice to the 
interests developed under the late system of protection, and with 
this end in view, to prepare the ground for an understanding 
with the Antilles. 

“For the most strenuous supporters of autonomy have never 
denied the disposition on the part of these colonies to accept in 
favour of really national industry and trade such margin of pre- 
tection as would assure to these the colonial market. 

“ That this disposition exists we have the constant assurances 
of the Colonial Representatives in Congress, and of all parties in 
Cuba according to information which the Government regard as 
unimpeachable. Complaints were inade not against the existence 
of differential duties, but against their excessive character, which 
closed to the Antilles the markets needed by them for their rich 
and abundant produce, and also from the Colonies not enjoying 
reciprocal treatment. There are, therefore, no insurmountable 
difficulties, and it may be said that an understanding is not only 
possible but assured ; and this is all the more certain as Cuba only 
imports from the Peninsula fifty of the four hundred articles 
comprised in the tariff, and of those fifty many from their special 
character and from the customs and tastes of the inhabitants of the 
island need never fear foreign competition. 

“The merchants, manufacturers, and shipowners of the 
Peninsula have then no cause for inquietude at the ‘proclamation 
of an autonomy which, while modifying the conditions which form 
the basis of the tariff, in no way affect the fundamental principles 
governing the economical relations between Spain and the 
Antilles, There. will doubtless be difficulties to settle, and 
differences which must necessarily arise in any change of mercantile 
régime, to regulate ; some combination of the two tariffs will be 
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required : but Cubani nterests are in no way opposed:to Peni nsuala 
jnterests, nor is it -anybody’s advantage to weaken the commercial 
relations of the two countries. 

.. “ Moreover, if the Insular Government were already constituted, 
-and if it had been possible to draw up, with that Government, a 
system of commercial relations, this question would not have 
assumed its present proportions, nor would its solution have 
appeared so fraught with difficulty: fact would have silenced 
theory. Yet the Government has thought best to allay fear by 
anticipating events, and to fix beforehand the bases of future 
commercial relations, instead of leaving the solution of this 
question in the hands of the new Constitution. In taking this 
course, and with the object of dispelling any feeling of distrust, 
the Government has taken the steps of fixing a maximum on the 
differential duties which Peninsula goods will obtain, while 
offering, as a matter of equity, a similar rate to insular products. 

“ Assoon, therefore, as a mutual understanding is arrived at, and 
the principle of autonomy guaranteed and securely established, 
negotiations will be rendered easy, and tueir results will prove 
mutually advantageous.” 

The following is the text of articles 38—40, which refer to 
commercial matters. 

Art. 38. Commercial Treaties not affecting Cuba must be 
communicated to the latter when ratified, so that within three 
months Cuba can declare whether she adheres or not, 

Art. 39. The Customs tariff, for exports and imports, is to be 
framed by the Cuban Parliament. 

Art. 40. ‘‘ As a transition from the present system to the system 
now to be established, without prejudice to what the two 
Goverments may hereafter determine, the commercial relations 
between the Peninsula and the Island shall be governed by the 
following rules :”— 

(1) No duty whether of fiscal or other nature on imports or 
exports shall be differential to the prejudice of Cuban or Spanish 
produce. 

(2) A list of articles of really national origin shall be drawn up 
by the two Governments with a view to giving them preferential 
treatment in Cuba. 

(3) A similar list of articles of really Cuban origin shall be 
similarly framed with a view to giving them preferential treatment 
in Spain. 

Such preferential treatment shall in no case exceed 35 per cent. 

If both Governments agree as to these lists, the arrangement 
is to come into force at once; if not, they shall be prepared by a 
Commission of Deputies composed in equal numbers of Cubans 
and Spaniards, in which the President is to have a casting vote. 
If Cubans and Spaniards cannot agree as to the choice of the 
President, the oldest member of the Commission is to hold that 


(3) The valuation tables (on which the rate of duty leviable on 
many articles depends) is in respect of goods comprised in the lists 
above mentioned to be fixed by common accord and revised every 
two years, and the changes in the duties consequent on modifica- 
tions in this table of values are to be carried into effect at once 
by the respective Governments. ; 
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X—THE EFFECT OF AMERICAN COMPETITION 
UPON FOREIGN PRODUCERS. 


(From an American point of view.) 


The “Iron Age,” in a recently published article on the effect of 
American competition upon foreign producers, notes the fact that 
American newspapers are printing, with pardonable gratification, 
many of the comments made abroad upon the invasion of markets 
by products of the American furnace, forge and shop. 

The writer of the article referred to proceeds as follows :— 

“ Employers have been making the most of the American scare 
in England, in order to affect public opinion in their favour in the 
struggle with their men. During the engineers’ dispute many 
manufacturers who pooh-poohed the chances of American competi- 
tion have suddenly discovered how grave it has become. Will 
they change back when they have gained their point at home ? 

“In other lines, such for example as bicycles, in Germany, the 
appearance of American goods has been the signal for a cry for 
additional duties. In some branches, for example, in the German 
export wire trade, the danger of being forced to fight for neutral 
markets has been a pretext for demanding special concessions: 
from the syndicates and pools who control raw materials. 

“ But the greatest agitation is made for lower rates of freight. 
Some in England have been hammering away at this for a consider- 
able period, and now the Germans are taking up the same line of 
argument. The former are trying to fight against the conservatism 
of great vested interests, and the latter against the inertia charac- 
teristic of a State control of railroads. 

“ European manufacturers have been staggered by the figures at 
which heavy freight is hauled over long distances in America. 
Probably if they looked into the question of rates on short hauls, 
like their own, they would find that the differences are not so 
great. That, however, does not suis their purpose, and they make 
the most of figures per ton per mile made in America for hauls 
of many hundreds of miles. 

“Some of the foreign writers who are thus making the most of 
the American scare in order to reach lower rates of freight at 
home have gone further, and attack their railroad managers 
because the latter are not so progressive as those of the United 
States. They call upon them to abandon their small freight cars 
which are so striking a feature to visiting Americans, to provide 
better means for unloading them, and to so modify the manage- 
ment that more mileage is got out of the rolling stock. At 
gatherings of iron manufacturers in Germany lately some of the 
speakers dwelt in almost touching terms upon the resistance to 
innovation and improvement which they meet with among the 
State railroad managers. That ultimately the railroads wi!! yield 
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to the clamour of the manufacturers is more than probable, and 
important economies will follow the azitation. 

“Let it be frankly admitted that the European producers are 
wide awake in other directions. Not a week passes but repre- 
sentatives of large interests come to America to study American 
methods. Where iurmerly the majority ot foreign manufacturers 
came prejudiced and ready to condemn before seeing, they are 
now in a very different frame of mind. 

“ Our rivals do not leave a stone unturned if they can block our 
progress. The move of the Canadians to exclude certain brands 
of Southern pig iron because prison labour is employed in mining 
the coal used in the production seems to have struck a responsive 
ckord in England, where the suggestion to follow the example of 
our neighbours has been thrown out. 

“In Germany at a meeting in Silesia a number of founders 
spoke well of the quality of the pig iron received from the South. 
This brought out the objection that the quality could not remain 
satisfactory because a leading company had dismissed their 
chemists! It is only some months since reports were current 
in Belgium that the alleged American pig iron offered there was 
really European product shipped in ballast from Europe to the 
United States and returned as an American product. This sort 
of thing may be expected, but will have little effect in retarding 
the growing influence of American manufactures in the world’s 
markets.” 


XI.—AMERICAN MACHINERY IN THE WORLD'S 
MARKETS. 


The following extract from the account of an interview with 
the president of a leading firm of machinery enanufacturers in 
Milwaukee is taken from the ‘‘ Iron Age.”’ It is instructive as 
showing the footing which American manufacturers of machinery 
have obtained in European markets, and still more so if read in 
connection with the engineering dispute in the United Kingdom 
and the recent decrease in the exports of British machinery. 

In the course of the interview, the president (Mr. Allis) said: 
“ We are just now making machinery for the underground railway 
in London. Besides this we are filling orders for engines for the 
electric railways or tramways in Edinburgh, Scotland; Dublin, 
Ireland ; Madrid and Barcelona, Spain; and Sydney, Australie. 
They have come to recognise in England and elsewhere that we 
are far advanced in the making of machinery, and they come to us 
te get it. 

“To-day we received a visit from a special representative of the 
South African Consolidated Gold Fields, who has placed with us 
an order for more machinery. That concern is, perhaps, the 
wealthiest and most successful gold concern in the world. We 
have furnished them so far about 1,000,000 dois. of machinery, and 
are to furnish them a great deal more. 
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“ At Edinburgh, Dublin, Madrid, and Barcelona, where we are 
furnishing tramway power machinery, the contracts amount to about 
500,000 dols. in each. Our contract for equipping the tramway 
at Sidney is with the Australian Government, and amounts to 
considerably more. Aside from this we have recently secured a 
contract for supplying blowing machinery for steel works at 
Trieste, Austria, without even any competition. The representa- 
tives of those works have inspected the Carnegie works, at Pitts- 
burg, and seen the blowing engines which we have made and 
which are in use there. The impression produced on them by 
what they saw was such that they came here and left an order for 
the same kind of engines. Twelve of such engines made by us for 
Carnegie have caused the shutting off of 40 boilers at one of 
Carnegie’s plants, and this furnishes an idea of the great saving in 
steam and coal. We are very busy and have all we can do to fill 
orders. 

“The Allis works have for some time been running day and 
night, and the force of men employed has been nearly doubled in 
the last few months.” 

a 


XII._THE AMERICAN COTTON GOODS TRADE. 
(From an American point of view.) 


In a paper read at a meeting of the New England Cotton Manu- 
facturers Association in Philadelphia, Mr. Theodore C. Search, 
President of the National Association of Manufacturers (U.S.A.) 
speaks as follows with reference to the export trade of the United 
States in cotton goods :— 

“ Comparing the exports of the United States in cotton goods 
‘ with those of Great Britain, Gerfhany, or France, and bearing in 
mind our abundance of raw materials, our skill and ingenuity in 
manufacture, and the remarkable growth of our great industries, one 
is naturally led to look for the cause of our comparatively small 
foreign business in cotton goods. There are probably many reasons, 
but I am inclined to believe that the lack of a larger export trade 
in this line is mainly the fault of our manufacturers and their 
selling agents, who have failed to appreciate to the full extent the 
possibilities of the foreign trade in cotton goods and the impor- 
tance of developing it.” 

Mr. Search says: “ the reports of the United States Consuls 
contain frequent, reference to the neglect of opportunities 
by American manufacturers. Consuls have repeatedly pointed 
to the opportunities for introducing American cotton goods in 
important markets und have indicated the steps necessary to 
bring about the desired results, but these results are not manifest 
in the statistics of our foreign trade. The reports of the British 
Consuls also furnish abundant evidence that the possibility of 
selling American cotton goods where British goods are now sold is 
appreciated on the other side of the water perhaps better than in 
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America, and possibly there is hardly a market of importance 
in the world, outside of Europe, where it would not be possible to 
develop a stable and satisactory trade in American cotton cloths. 

“ Naturally this invites inquiry as to the methods by which this 
trade can be developed. Many conditions contribute to success in 
securing foreign trade for American manufactures. Banking 
facilities, American steamship lines, quick postal communication 
all help in building up our trade abroad, but with or without these 
aids we can get business if we will do a3 the English, French, and 
German merchants do, namely, send our men out to seek trade, to 
study the markets and the people, and when we know what is. 
wanted be willing to make it and sell it as our competitors do. 
There is a vast amount of foreign trade in cottons which can be had 
if anyone will go after it, but it cannot be obtained in New York, 
in Boston, or in Philadelphia. | 

“T think we are inclined to be a little too dictatorial in our 
business methods in dealing with foreign buyers, overlooking the 
fact that German and English merchants are eager to do business 
upon terms which make us hesitate. We are not always willing 
to be as liberal in prices, terms, packing, etc., as our customers. 
would wish, and herein lies the cause of much of our retarded 
development in some lines of foreign trade. 

“We view with suspicion and distrust foreign merchants who. 
wish to buy our goods, while we take greater risks at home with 
little hesitation. We make much ado about the long credits which 
foreign merchants are Fupposed to ask, while in some lines even 
longer time is given to buyers in this country asa matter of course. 
In short, we lose much by failing to apply to our foreign trade the 
game common sense and practical methods that we use in our 
business at home. A certain amount of foreign business can be 
secured by correspondence and upon such terms as we may 
choose to dictate ; but if we are ever to develop an export trade in 
cotton goods, or in other lines, that shall be proportioned to our 
yast commercial interests at home, it must be built up by direct 
personal effort. 

Mr. Search in his paper makes many remarks which may apply 
with equal force to the trade of other countries than the United 
States. He says that above all things it is needful to show the 
actual goods to the prospective purchaser. A display of samples 
under favourable conditions in a foreign market is many times 
more effective than the most persuasive correspondence. It is in 
recognition of this principle that the National Association of 
Manufacturers has undertaken to establish a system of sample 
warehouses in foreign countries, the first of which is now being 
opened in Caracas, Venezuela. 

The cotton goods trade enjoys an advantage in the facility with 
which small samples can be distributed throughout the world, 
which cannot be done with any other lines of goods. Such samples 
are scattered in abundance by British manufacturers, and they 
frequently come to the National Association of Manufacturers 
from its foreign representatives, 
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Information about the requirements of foreign markets, as to the 
character of the goods wanted, the styles, prices, methods of pack- 
ing, etc., is not difficult to obtain. Much of this information is 
being offered continually from various sources. But foreign buyers 
are not so well supplied with particulars about the goods which 
manufacturers have to seil. 

‘ Speaking of further possibilities in foreign trade, Mr. Search 
says :— 

x It is hardly possible to estimate the advantage that would 
follow the development of an export trade in cotton goods in its 
fullest possibilities. Nor is it feasible to indicate the limits of 
our possibilities in this line. We have been able to compete 
successfully with Great Britain in many branches of industry 
which once were regarded as beyond our reach. Twenty years 
ago the thought of rivalling Great Britain in the manufacture of 
iron and steel was hardly entertained; but for seven years we 
have led the world in this industry, and are now sending pig iron, 
steel billets, and steel rails into the heart of England. 

“The beginnings of the cotton manufacturing industries in the 

United States were viewed almost with ridicule by the British 
manufacturers, who declared that the spinning and weaving of 
cotton would never amount to much in the United States, but 
to-day we have about 17,300,000 spindles, and while we are 
adding to this number at the rate of 100,000 to 800,000 per year, 
Great Britain’s cotton spindles are now decreasing in number 
year by year. In view of what American skill, enterprise, 
and energy have accomplished in other industries, shall we be 
regarded as visionary if we entertain the hope that a large 
portion of Great Britain’s vast export trade in cotton goods shall 
some day be ours ? 
_ ©The extension of our foreign trade in cotton goods would 
not only relieve the home market of an embarrassing surplus 
of goods, but would dispose of the products of many new mills, 
give employment to thousands of additional hands, and adding 
to the business of the many branches of industry which depend 
upon the manufacture of cotton. 

“The rapid development of the manufacture of cotton goods 
in the south has created new problems which must be solved, 
and the home market is not able to absorb the output of the old 
and new mills. There is no doubt in my mind that the foreign 
markets will not only take all our surplus, but also afford an 
opportunity for the further expansion of the industry. I believe 
that the most important matter which calls for the consideration 
of the cotton mill owners of the United States at the present 
time is the extension of the export trade in their products.” 
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XIII.—_BEET SUGAR IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of an extract from the “Chicago Times Herald” of 29th 
November last, in which it is stated that Nebraska is the greatest 
sugar-producing State in the Union, California excepted, and an- 
interesting account is given of the progress of the industry. 

Approximately the acreage under sugar beets in Nebraska for 
1897 is 10,000 acres, and the sugar output at the end of the season 
will be not far from 12,000,000 pounds. 

There are in Nebraska 49,177,600 acres of land. Nearly one- 
half of this, or 24,500,000 acres, is within the zone wherein the 
sugar beet attains its greatest perfection according to government 
authority. As official statistics estimate that one to one and 
a-quarter million more acres devoted to sugar beet raising would 
make it unnecessary for the United States to import a pound of 
sugar, it may be readily seen that it is possible fur Nebraska to 
supply all th: sugar consumed in the United States, and have left 
over 20,000,000 acres in sugar lands from which to supply the 
world. 

Mr. Henry Stafford Ferrar, manager of the Grand Island 
factory, is authority for the statement that “every acre in the 
State of Nebraska that will raise corn, properly cultivated, will 
produce the highest grade of sugar beets in abundance.” 

The sugar industry in Nebraska is only in its infancy, and its 
development, based on results already obtained, will greatly 
enhance the value of land, and open up unlimited resources to 
the former. 

During the present season there were 5,000 acres of beets raised 
on lands tributary to the Grand Island factory. The product of 
3,000 acres was within hauling distance of the factory by wagon. 
From 2,000 acres the beets were shipped by rail an average 
distance of thirty miles. The growth in acreage from year to 
year is shown by the following table, giving the number of acres 
of beets tributary to the Grand Island factory :— 


The sugar output of the factory has risen from 750,000 lbs, in 
1896 to 5,032,000 Ibs. in 1896. 

With an average income of 48 dols. from each acre planted with 
beets in the Grand Island district there is a good margin of profit 
after rent, seed, and labour are paid for. 

The factory at Grand Island has a capacity to consume 350 tons 
of beets a day, although it has been pushed to a record of 365 tons 
aday. Beet seed is furnished to the farmers by the factory at 15 
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cents a pound, and twenty pounds is sown per acre on the average 
The seed involves no cash outlay, as it is furnished in the spring 
and is paid for from the product in the fall. It is estimated 
by Manager Ferrar that one man can cultivate five acres of beets 
during a season and attend to other farm work beside. 

The sugar industry in Nebraska received no State encouragement 
or bounty. Under the Dingley Tariff Act it is made the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to collecta duty on sugar from all countries 
paying a bounty on its production, and this is the only protection the 
industry receives. At one time Nebraska offered a bounty of five- 
eighths of acent a pound to factories in existence, and 1 cent a 
pound to new factories for all sugar produced, provided the factories 
paid 5 dols. a ton to the farmer for his beets. This the Grand Island 
factory did for some time, but after the bounty certificates were 
drawn the party then in power refused to pay them and the last 
legislature repealed the law. 

The Grand Island factory was erected in 1889-90, and the 
plant has cost 500,000 dols. All machinery except the boilers at that 
time had to be imported. The machinery is now made in America, 
and as good a factory could now be produced for but little more 
than half the amount invested. 

A report dated 24th November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Percy Sanderson, H.M. Consul-General 
at New York, enclosing extract from a newspaper containing an 
account of the beet sugar factory which has lately been erected 
at Rome in the State of New York, and is said to be the enly one 
in operation in the eastern part of the United States. 

The factory was completed in September and opened on the 1st. 
October ; it employs 100 men, and has a capacity of 200 barrels a 
day. 

‘4 is expected to run until the 1st January 1898, by which. 
time it is probable that the stock of beets will have been exhausted. 
This stock represents for the present year about 15,000 tons, 
which are expected to yield 12,000 barrels of granulated 
sugar. 

The owners of the factory distributed last autumn seed gratis to: 
860 farmers on condition that they should bring in the whole of 
their crops for purchase on the basis of five dollars a ton for beets 
up to the standard test. The average crop raised was about 
fifteen tons to the acre and it 1s stated that the farmers make a 
fair profit if they receive four dollars a ton, while the pulp 
is sold to them at two dollars a ton and this furnishes a 
nourishing and fattening food for cattle at a cheap rate. 

The commencement made is considered very satisfactory, and 
operations will be continued on a larger scale, a greater acreage 
being placed under beet cultivation. 


| 
| 
| 
B 


34 COTTON-SEED INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES. [Jan. 1898 


XIV.—THE COTTON-SEED INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED 
STATES.. 


_ The following account of the cotton-seed industry of the United 
States is Lased on au article published by the “ Manufacturer” 
(Philadelphia) :— 

_ The cotton-seed industry of the South amounts to 4,000,000 tons 
annually, valued at 113,000,000 dols. (23,500,000/.) In 1867 there 
were only four mills in operation ; in 1897 there are over 300, 
with more than 50,000,000 dols. (10,400,0002.) invested. This in- 
dustry employs 10,000 people. In 1872 less than 5,000 barrels of 
cotton-seed oil were exported ; in 1896 more than 300,000 barrels 
were shipped to foreign markets. 

_ There arenow annually crushed in the oil mills of the South about 
1,500,000 tons of cotton-seed, giving a product of 700,000 tons of 
hulls alone. There are annually grown from 8,000,000 to 
10,000,000 bales of cotton. More than 2,500,000 tons of cotton-seed 
are notas yet hauled to the oil mills on account of the distance 
frem the gins. The total seed crop is by weight twice as great as 
the cottoncrop. For each bale of cotton that is marketed there is 
about 1,200 pounds of seed for sale. 

The cotton-seed market is partially dependent updn the supply 
of corn and other foodstuffs. For instance, cotton-seed oil is used 
largely in the manufacture of an article of commerce which sells 
for lard, and which has largely superseded the use of the real 
article. As a matter of necessity the price of vegetable lard is 
dependent to a large degree upon the price of the animal article. 
Plenty of corn gives plenty of food co fatten hogs, and when hogs 
are fattened at small cost they are marketed at low prices. This 
condition of affairs has its infiuence on lard, and of course the price 
of seed products used for manufacturing vegetable lard falls off. 
With plenty of corn and other grain to feed cattle, there is not so 
much need for cotton-seed meal or hulls. 

River cotton-seed produces much more oil than railroad seed, 
and there is always a difference of one dollar per ton in their 
values. Seed can be shipped by rail in bulk. It has to be carried 
in bags when shipped by river. Mills must furuish river seed with 
sacks, and besides the cost of the sacks themselves there is the 
cost of labour in loading and unloading the product. 

The hulls are the most valuable part of the seed, and they 
comprise 48 per cent. of the weight. In a dry and loose 
condition the hulls form a pertect cattle food. For the purpose of 
rapidly fattening cattle meal is added to the hulls, For many 
years the hulls were thrown away as valueless, but to-day every 
mill inthe South finds ready sale for their entire output. 

In various States, particularly Texas, many thousand head of 
cattle are annually fed, and with the addition of cotton seed 
meal are fattened upon cotton seed hulls. Much of the Chicago 
and Kansas City dressed beef shipped to all parts of America in 
1efrigerator cars is simply concentrated cotton-seed hulls. The 
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price of hulls varies from three to ten dollars a ton, which is -far 
below their intrinsic value. Every dairy about the larger Southern 


cities, every farmer near enough to the mills, is now feeding milch | 


cows on them. Ninety per cent. of the value of hulls is available 
for fertilizers after being used for food. Toe highest development 
yet of cotton seed oil is by a fibre company at Memphis. There the 
nutritious part is separated and made into cotton-seed bran, and 
the lint for use of paper makers. 

Memphis is the largest cotton-seed market in the world. The 
mills are widely distributed among the large cities and smaller 
towns. The farmer’s clear profit upon every ton of cotton seed is 
11 dols. after all expenses are paid. 


XV.—GERMAN COMPETITION IN ARGENTINA. 


According to the statistics published by the Argentine Customs, 
the following table shows the value of the Imports and Exports 
into and from the Argentine Republic during the first nine months 
of the year 1897 as compared with a similar period of 1896 :— 


Imports. Exports. 


Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
63,418,015 71,121,678 47,625,073 42,896,934 


| 1897. 1996. 1897. 1896. 
| 
| 9,501,575 9,803,966 31,998,616 47,823,359 


Dutiable articles - 
Articles free of duty 4 


Total - - 6] 72,919,590 | 80,925,644 | 79,623,689 | 90,420,298 
Specie - 399,882 5,923,010 4,792,538 713,655 


Exclusive of specie it is seen that the imports have decreased 
8 millions of dollars almost entirely in dutiable articles,while the 
diminution in the velue of the exports has been to the amount of 10 
millions. The export of dutiable articles, however, has increased in 
value 5 million dollars, while free goods have decreased 16 
millions. With regard to specie, whereas during the first nine months 
of 1896 Argentina imported 5} millions more than she exported, in 
1897 matters have been reversed, the country having exported 
41 millions of dollars more than she received. 

Independently of this fact the figures go to prove how much the 
Republic has suffered from the bad harvest of last season. 

‘The following table shows the value of the imports and exports 
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of Argentina from and to the United Kingdom and Germany 
during the first nine months of 1897 as compared with 1896 :— 


Imports from Exports to 
Countries. 
1897. | 1896. 1897. | 1896. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
United Kingdom - - | 27,524,305 | 32,623,052 | 10,078,098 | 11,430,271 
Germany - - - - | 8,227,179 9,955,632 | 10,996,657 | 10,215,138 


The “Moniteur des Intérets Matériels” commenting on these 
figures, points out that the total trade of the United Kingdom with 
Argentina was 6,500,000 dols. less in value during the first nine 
months of 1897 than during the same period of 1896; but the 
trade of Germany for the same time has only decreased 850,000 
dols., which amount, to be in proportion with the diminution of the 
trade of the United Kingdom should have been 3,000,000 dols. 
The following table will show the proportion of the trade of the 
United Kingdom and Germany to the total trade of the Argentine 
Republic during the first three-quarters of 1897 and 1896. 


Imports from Exports to 
Countries. 
iffer- iffer- 
1897. | 1896. ‘nae. 1897. | 1896. ooo 
Per Cent.|Per Cent.|Per Cent./Per Cent./Per Cent.|Per Cent. 
United Kingdom - 37°75 40°33 — 2°58 12°65 12°75 — 010 
‘Germany - - - 11:30 11°00 | + 0°21 13°93 11°40 + 2°53 


From the above table it is seen that while, in the periods referred 
to, the United Kingdom has lost 2-68 percent. of the total trade 
of the Republic, Germany has gained 2°74 per cent., and it is the 
first time in the commercial history of Argentina that such 4 
state of affairs is to be remarked. 
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XVI—TRADING STATIONS OF THE WEST COAST OF 
AFRICA. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Admiralty, containing copies of letters from the commanding 
officer of H.M.S. “ Widgeon” and “ Barracouta,” reporting on 
some of the trading stations in French and Portuguese Congo on the 
West Coast of Africa. The following is a summary of the 
principal information embodied in the Report :— 

Banana Creek, just north of the mouth of the River Congo, 
has not less than 19 feet of water at the bar, and 34 fathoms off 
the repairing yard. 

It seems erroneous to consider Banana Creek as being so very 
unhealthy, as there is a regular sea-breeze every day, no mosquitos 
(in the stream) and fever seldom makes its appearance, except at 
the change of seasons. 

The German gunboats now go to Banana to recoup instead of 
going all the way to Loanda. 

Small repairs to machinery can be done by the Dutch house. 
They construct their own lighters and boats, retube boilers, make 
their own sails, and have about 25 European artificers in their 
employ. 

The coaling facilities are good ; the Dutch house generally keeps 
about 3,000 tons of coal. 

Steamers go alongside the wharf to discharge their coal, but this 
entails being aground on the mud at low tide. Coal can be placed 
on board at the rate of 250 tons per diem from lighters, of which 
they have three, carrying 80,90, 110 tons respectively. Another 
one is being constructed which will carry 140 tons, There is a 
steamboat for towing, so itis quite easy for a large ship to anchor 
outside, and be coaled there. 

There are no English factories at Banana Creek, but there is one 
at Boma about 12 hours up the river, where there is also a British 
Vice-Consul. 

Supplies at Banana are bad. Cattle can be obtained at a day or 
two’s notice for from 7/. to 91. Vegetables at certain times of the 
year are unobtainable. Bread can be made at the Dutch House, 
but it is expensive. Coal is 46s. ” ton, though the price would 
be lessened if a contract were made. 

Landana is a town in the Kabinda territory of Portuguese, 
West Africa, north of Banana, and situated at the mouth of the 
Chiloango river. 

The Admiralty report states that the landing is very bad, that 
under no pretence should it be allowed in a ship’s boat, and that 
surf boats should invariably be used. The same remark applies to 
Loango, Setta-Kama, &c. 

Landing is frequently impossible, and a good deal of cargo is 
sometimes lost owing to the surf boats capsizing. 
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The resident English firm is an agency of Messrs. Hatton and 
Cookson, the head firm being at Kabinda; they have also about 
twelve smaller agencies up the river, and a small steamboat to 
bring down the trade, which consists principally of palm-oil, palm- 
kernels, rubber, wild coffee,&c. 

Supplies are very bad, and practically cannot be obtained. 
There is no coal. . 

The Portuguese Government is represented by M. Rebiero, a 
naval officer, who is also Chef des Douanes and Postmaster. 

TIoango.—A seaport in the French .Congo territory. Landing 

must be effected by surf boats, which go inside the lagoon, as 
the surf on the beach is heavy. Supplies bad, but excellent. 
vegetables can be bought from the Catholic Mission at a reasonable 
price. 
The French Government at Loango is represented by (1) the 
it Administrator acting immediately under the orders of the 
Governor of the Colony, resident at present at Libreville. (2) 
By a Delegue de 1 Interieur (3) by a treasurer, (4) by a Chef des 
Bureaux des Douanes, each acting under the orders of his superior 
in Libreville. 

At this particular place (Loango), each individual chief of 
department is civility and kindness itself, according to the traders” 
account; and what friction there is may be fairly placed as 
owing less to intentional spite on the part of the official 
than to the system which lends itself to the display of petty 
jealousies upon occasions, and must be regarded as one of the 
difficulties the trader resident in the country has to overcome. 

Congo Frangaise is roughly divided into four divisions— 

1st. Libreville or Gaboon, including the country as far South as 
Nyanza. 

2nd. Loango from Nyanza to Massabe the southern boundary 
between French and Portuguese Congo, extending inland as far 
almost as Brassaville. 

3rd. The District of Brassaville, including the country bounded 
by the North bank of the Congo as far as the lower Oubangki. 

4th. The Sangha River District as far as Lake Chad. 

5th. The Haute Oubangki district including the French Station 
upon the tributary of the Nile. 

The trade of Loango may be said to be divided into two 

rts.— 

PThe one that is dependent upon the transport of goods, &c.. 
to the Upper Congo; and the other that of the trade that is 
natural to it; drawn from the country round about. 

The former trade, known as the “caravan business,” is by far 
the most important, and great quantities of manufactured goods 
are imported, as the means of carrying it out. The trader provides 
the Government with all the carriers he can, the Government 
paying him in cash, at present 45 francs per head, and 

. he pays the carrier partly in advance, and the remainder in 
| goods upun his return from Brassaville. 


| 
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By requisitioning all or the greater part of the carriers recruited 
by the trader, the Government has hitherto prevented him 
from developing the great natural resources of the Upper 
Congo ; but, having now made large concessions to a New French 
Company called the “Société Commercial du Bas Quillon,” it 
is said that they will no longer requisition the traders’ carriers, 

Among the concessions granted to this company i3 an immense 
stretch of country between Kakamaka and the river Loudina, on 
the one hand, and bounded by the river Quillon or Mari on the vther. 
The Government also grant the company a sum of money for 
the making of a road between Kakamaka and Loudina, and pays it 
at the rate of 45 fes. per load from I,oangyu to Biede, that is about 
two-thirds the distance of Brassaville. 

It also gives the Company money in a‘lvance for the transport 
of goods. 

The foreign trader, it will be seen, is thus very heavily handi- 
capped, but when, as at present, his carriers are not only requisi- 
tioned, but, owing to some hitch in the administration of the 
Colony, by the Home authorities, he is not paid for his services 
until some 12 months after they have been rendered, his position 
becomes critical and embarrassing. 

Cette Cama.—Also in French Congo. The only traders to this 
port are English, and are agents of Messrs. Hatton & Cookson and 
John Holt & Co, 

According to a letter from the representatives of these two 
firms as regards the boundary line of 2! 30'S. latitude, it would 
seem that the duties payzble north of this line are different to 
those south of it. 

_ They are now afraid that the same thing may be done again with 
reference to their other manufactories further up country. 

The Commander of H.MLS. “ Barracouta ” sends the following 
report on the trading stations of Kabinda and Miayumba. 

Kabinda.—This port is the headquarters of the Portuguese 
Government for the Districto do Congo, which extends from the 
Massabi River to the River Loje (Ambriz) :— 

Landing in ships’ boats would seem to be safe under ordinary 
conditions, for the situation of the pier is quite sheltered. 

Beef, bread, vegetables can be had in small quantities, and fruit 
in season. All European articles can be obtained from the 
English house. 

The principal commercial firms established in the Districto do 
Congo have their headquarters at Kabinda. Of these Messrs. 
Hatton & Cookson, the only Eaglish firm, have 19 stations on 
Portuguese territory, 8 of which are in the immediate vicinity of 
Kabinda Bay. In former times there was a good trade in palm- 
oil and kernels, but since the establishment of the Portuguese 
Government the trade has fallen gradually away, and the present 
exports of produce are very small and of no importance. Ne 
facilities are offered to commerce. 

Mayumba.—This is the residence of a French official, styled 
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Chef de Station du Congo Francais 4 Mayumba, Administrateur 
de Mayumba, Settee-Cama et Dependances, Officier de Reserve 
de Vv Armée Active, who, with two Customs officers and a garrison 
of eight Singalese soldiers, represent the Government, the other 
whites being one Englishman and two Germans. 

The anchorage is off the settlement in depth of water according 
to draught, but the rollers are reported to be seldom bad at this 
place. The smaller trading vessels anchor within a quarter of a 
mile of the beach. 

Supplies are very precarious ; mutton, goats (a few), and a very 
few, fowls and ducks. Vegetables are only raised by the personal 
efforts of the whites. 

A Roman Catholic Mission, on the i Hill, across 
the lagoon, raises vegetables in comparatively large quantities 
in the cool season; but time would have to be given them to 
gather suificient for a man-of-war. 

The lagoon abounds in oysters of an excellent description ; and 
antelope and guinea-fowl are vaguely reported to be at a place 
called Mambe, four hours by canoe down the lagoon. 

British interests are now confined to Hatton & Cookson, who 
have one young white man here who reports little trade. 

There was another firm called Tomlinson at the place, but it is 

in course of liquidation. The trade is in palm kernels, rubber and 
wood. The wood was formerly in request at Liverpool and Ham- 
burg, but at present the market is overstocked, and demands have 
ceased. 
A telegraph line is in course of construction, and already has 
reached a place to the northward of Settee-Cama called Iguela 
probably the Agula river of the Admiralty charts). I+ will 
eventually reach Gaboon and connect with the outside system. 
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XVII.—TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF MADAGASCAR. 


The “ Journal Officiel” has published a report ot the Governor- 
general of Madagascar on the trade and industry of that island, 
which is as complete as is possible in the case of a newly- 
occupied country, and which reduces to a proper level the 
exaggerated reports of the wealth and prosperity of some parts of 
the colony, while at the same time pointing out the resources of 
districts hitherto unknown. The value of the imports of tex- 
tiles which compose the greater part of the whole import trade 
amounted in 1896 to 6,252,000 francs, of which the share of 
the United Kingdom and British India was valued at 3,776,802 
francs, that of the United States 2,150,473 francs, France 551,628 
francs, and Germany 315,398 francs. 

Other foreign goods imported into Madagascar include wines, 
coming almost entirely from France, rum from Mauritius, liqueurs 
from Germany, beer from England, salt from Marseilles and Liver- 
pool, French and English preserved foods, flour from Australia, 
cheap clothing, drapers’ goods, fancy goods, imitation jewellery, 
glassware, drugs and dyes from England and Germany, books and 
papers, musical instruments and household utensils from England, 
Germany, and France. 

With regard to the exports, cattle occupy the chief place : about 
15,000 are sent away every year to Mauritius, Réunion, Mozam- 
bique, and the Transvaal. The value of these animals in the 
interior ranges from 30 to 40 francs. Hides and skins form an 
important item in the trade with the United States and England. 
Salted and dried they fetch from 110 to 125 francs per hundred. 

Sheep skins are valued only at from 40 to 60 francs the 100. 
Horns fetch about 5 centimes each. Tortoiseshell, the average 
value of which is from 2,500 to 3,000 francs per 100 kilogs, is 
found on the western coast, and is sent chiefly to India. Rvfia, 
palm fabrics, dwarf-palm fibre, gum copal, sorrel, lard, wax, and 
aeat’s foot oil do not amount to much in the export trade. | 

The caoutchouc industry is developing on the coast : trials with 
the ceara species have yielded the best results; sowings made in 
July developed into young trees of 1.50 metres four months later. 
Madagascar rubber is found under three forms, trees, shoots, and 
creepers ; that of Fort Dauphin has the peculiarity of coagulating 
in the open air without the aid of any acid. 

The Governor-General’s report goes into the question of forestal 
products in detail, aud the different essences found in the forests 
will one day be certainly a source of great profit. 

After giving a detailed account of the various means of com- 
munication in the interior of the island, the navigation of the 
rivers, the means of transport and of labour, General Gallient 
enumerates the ports open to trade or which are touched at 
periodically by the four steamship companies which serve Mada- 
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gascar, viz., ‘‘ Messageries Maritimes,” ‘ Compagnie Havraise 
Péninsulaire,” “Chargeurs Réunis,” and Castle Line. The freight 
by these companies varies from 55 to 65 francs per 800 kilogs. 
The following table shows, by countries, the value of the: 
principal imports into Madagascar during the year 1896 :— 


From Value. 

Francs. 

United and British India - - - 5,749,816 
France - - - - _ - 3,280,699 
United States - - - - - 2,486,761 
Germany - - - - 687,859 
Norway - - 91,588 
Other Countries - - - - 490,955 
Total 12,787,678 

The principal articles of export were as follows :— 
Articles. | Quantity. 

| Tons. 

Palm fabrics - - - - - - | 1,272 
Rubber - | 537 


XVIII—THE CULTIVATION OF COFFEE AND TEA IN 
INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the India Office, 
returns prepared by Mr. J. O’Conor, Director. General of 
Statistics, relating to the cultivation of coffee and tea in India. 
The following is a summary of the information contained in the 
above :— 

Coffee—At the end of 1896 there were 289,084 acres of land 
under coffee in India, all, with the exception of 319 acres in Burma, 
in Southern India. The cultivation of coffee is in fact restricted for 
the most part to a limited zone in Mysore, Coorg, and the Madras 
districts of Malabar and the Nilgiris. In Mysore there are. 
141,528 acres, in Coorg 84,820 acres, and in the Nilgiris and 
Malabar 41,208. If to these are added 5,564 acres in Travancore- 
and Cochin, we find about 94°5 per cent. of the coffee-bearing area 
in India concentrated in the elevated region above the south-. 
western coast, where the rainfall is heavy and the climate 
generally approximates to tuat of the coffee-bearing area of 
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The yield in 1896 was slightly in excess of 26 millions pounds 
being 35 per cent. lower than in 1895 and also lower than that’ 
of every other year since 1885 with the one exception of 1890. In 
Madras there was a larger yield on a smaller area in 1896 than in 
1895 ; but in Mysore, Coorg, and Travancore aud Cochin the re- 
duction in the yield was remarkably great. Neither the decline 
in Coorg in 1896,however, nor the increase in that province in 1895, 
‘was as considerable as it would seem to be. The increase in 1895 was 
indeed probably more apparent than real, being due to a change of 
practice in calculating the outturn of that year. Before 1895 the 
only basis for an estimate of the yield was found in the returns 
furnished by toll contractors of the number of carts conveying coffee 
which passed through the toll gates, the quantity carried by 
each cart being assumed to be half a ton. In that year this 
 Sigieony was displaced by another, the yield béing estimated to be 

4 cwt. per acre on plantations managed by Europeans, and 
1 cwt. per acre on plantations managed by natives. Though this 
is also a rough and imperfect method, it is possible that it gives less 
inaccurate results than the method which it has superseded. 

According to the returns there were, in 1896, 46,217 persons 
permanently, aad 72,136 temporarily, employed on the coffee 
estates, making a total of 118,553 persons, which is equal to two 
persons to five acres (2°44 acres to one person), while in tea estates 
the average is nearly seven persons to five acres. The difference 
is explained by the much greater labour reqnired in the repeated 
plucking of tea, the flushes of tea in the plains extending from 
Ma.ch to November, and in the subsequent processes of preparing 
the leaf for the market. There is but one plucking of coffee in 
the year, and it is only then, while the berry is being prepared to 
be put on the market, that labour is at high pressure on a coffee 
estate. 

The following figures are the average of the five years ending 
1896.97 


lbs. 
Production - - - 34,750,765 
fh Exports - - - - 30,428,563 
Re-exports - - - 738,102 
Coles. - - 626,304 


It appears, therefore, that 87:6 per cent of the production is 
exported, and that of the coffee consumed in India foreign coffee 
represents little more than one-seventh the quantity of Indian 
coffee. The rate of consumption is about half that of tea, 
amounting to only 0°017 lbs. per head of the population. It is said 
to be rather freely drunk by the native population in Southern 
India, but it is practically unknown to the native population 
elsewhere in India. 
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The principal consumers of the 23,609,264 lbs. of Indian coffee 
exported in 1896-7 were : 


Ibs. 
United Kingdom - - - 11,840,864 
France - - 8,049,552 
Austria-Hungary - - 790,832 
Asiatic Turkey and Persia - - 720,272 
Germany - - - - 628,656 
Arabia - - - - 587,776 
Ceylon - - - 354,592 
Australia - - - - 325,584 


Thus the United Kingdom, which takes about nine-tenths of 
Indian tea, takes only about one half of Indian coffee. It is interest- 
ing to notice that Arabia takes some Indian coffee (it has been sait 
that it is again exported as genuine Mocha) and that Ceylon is also a 
consumer. There should be an opening for a larger market in the 
Turkish and Persian ports at the head of the Persian Gulf. 

Attention may perhaps usefully be drawn to the not inconsider- 
able quantity of foreign coffee imported (chiefly from the Straits): 
and cousumed in India. 

Tea.—The area under tea in India at the end of 1896 extended 
over 433,113 acres, more than two-thirds (67-4 per cent.) being im 
the valleys of the Brahmaputra and Surma, which contain as much 
as 291,909 acres, namely, 165,079 in Assam (the Brahmaputra. 
valley) and 126,830 in Cachar and Sylhet (the Surmz valley). In 
extent of cultivation Bengal comes next, though the acreage is 
much smaller than in either of the divisions of Assam, the area 
under tea being 105,540 acres, or 24°36 per cent. of the whole. 

The cultivation of tea is, therefore, to the extent of more than 
nine-tenths of the whole area, limited to the two provinces of 
Assam and Bengal. 

Tea cultivation in India has been mainly concentrated in 
tracts where a heavy rainfall and a humid and equable 
climate permit of repeated flushes and pluckings of the leaf. 
The, yield is largest in Travancore, where it is reported to 
have averaged in 1896 628 lbs. to the acre. In the valleys 
of the Brahmaputra and Surma the yield averages about 443 lbs., 
and in Bengal about 394 lbs., the yield in Jalpaiguri (the Duars) 
being 534 Ibs.,and in Darjeeling about 276 Ibs. Elsewhere the 
yield is much lower. 

The quantity of tea produced has increased in the past twelve 
years in much greater ratio than the area under cultivation, for, 
while the area has increased by 52 per cent., the increase im 
production has been 118 per cent. 

The tea produced in India is exported, mainly to the United 
Kingdom, to the extent of about 96 per cent. of the average 
production. The subjoined figures give approximately the quantity 
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of tea consumed in India, the figures representing the average of 
the last five years :— 


lbs. 
Produced 137,677,744 
Indian tea - {Exported 132,431,125 
Left in India 5,246,619 


Imported 7,842,608 
Foreign tea - jRe-exported - 4,626,784 
Left in India - 3,205,824 


Thus the average consumption of all tea in India seems to be 
about 8} million pounds, of which 5} million are Indian and 
nearly 3} million are foreign. Ceylon provides India with about a 
million pounds of the foreign tea imported, the bulk of the imports 
being mainly Chinese. 

As stated above, the principal market for Indian tea is found 
in the United Kingdom, as will be seen from the figures appended, 
which state tLe quantity exported (in lbs.) in the last two years : 


1895-96. 1896-7. 
By Sea: lbs. lbs. 

To United Kingdom . 123,947,369 135,456,884 
Persia. 3,188,099 1,993,823. 
Russia. 486,255 457,634 
United States and Canada 989,065 1,607,731 
Australia . 6,774,652 6,155,895. 


Trans-frontier : 
Kabul, Kashmir, and 
other countries on 
the North-Western 
Frontier . ‘ 1,195,264 1,499,120. 
Other trans-frontier 
countries . ° 6,048 13,552 - 
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XIX.—FALSE TRADE DESCRIPTIONS IN INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the India Office copies 
of reports from the Governments of Bengal, Burma, Bombay, and 
Madras with regard to the proceedings taken by the customs 
officials under the Indian Merchandise Marks Act of 1889. 

Bengal.—The total number of cases in which goods were 
«detained under the Act during the past year was 373, as compared 
‘with 398 in 1895-96, showing a decrease of 20 cases, or 5 per cent, 
The. falling-off was entirely in the number of cases coming under 
clause “f” of section 10 of the Act, which requires that the 
length should be stamped on piece goods. These cases 
are. gradually diminishing, but it is, as the collector observes, 
rewarkable that they are stiJi so numerous. The number 


. detentions under clause which relates to 


goods bearing counterfeit trade marks or false trade 
descriptions, is, on the other hand, increasing, the figures 
for the past three years, 1894-95, 1895-96, and 1896- 
97, “being 91, 201, and 227 respectively. The number of 
cases dealt with under clause “e”- relating to non- 
description or false description of origin bears, as usual, a very 
small proportion, viz., 3 per cent., to the’ total number of deten- 
tions. Their number incieased from 11 to 12 during the past 
year. In 133 cases, as compared with 49 in 1895-96, the gvods 
‘were re:eased without fine, while the‘number released with fine fell 
from 321 to 218 in the year of report: The'amount of fines realised 
considerably increased, viz., from ‘Rs. 6,790 in 1895-96 to 
Rs. 15,945 in 1896-97, owing to the imposition of heavy penalties 
on ceitain fraudulent importationus of Bombay yarn. 

The Officiating Collector of Customs in his report says that 
occasional instances have occurred in which reduced white lead 
has been imported in kegs beaiing no marks whatever. In such 
cases the Customs authorities can do nothing, even though there 
may be reason to suspect that it was intended to mark the goods 
before placing them on the market. 

Seven cases occurred in which consignments of German imitations 
of brandy, whiskey, gin, port, aud other liquors were dealt with. 
These were usually got up in imitation of the bottles and labels of 
the genuine article. In some cases the latels bore the words 
““made in Germany,” but the corks and capsules were not branded 
with the country of origin. One case, in which a consignment of 
150 cases of German “ whiskey,” which involved an undoubted 
fraud on the public, was confiscated, occasioned a good deal of 
local interest, and a number of well-known firms wrote to the 
papers to disclaim any connection with the importation. 

Twenty-two cases related to consignments of wovllen shawls of 
German and. Austrian make, labelled with the English words “ all 
wool,” with no indication of the country of origin. 
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In one case a shipment of cotton shawls was imported from 
Germany by Messrs. ———~-. The goods were got up to closely 
resemble wool, and ticketed with the English words “all wool,” 
and bore labels marked with sizes which were largely in excess 
of the actual measurements. The explanation given by the 
importers was not satisfactory ; and as it was a bad case of fraud; 
and the importers had been penalised on nineteen previous 
occasions during the past two years, a heavy penalty of Rs. 500 
was imposed. 

Under Clause “¢” there were 12 detentions. These consisted 
chiefly of shvwls from Germany ticketed with the names of British 
Indian traders in English and the vernacular, with no mention of 
the country of origin. 

During the year the system of registering trade marks, which’ 
had been introduced in 1895, was abolished by order of the Bengal’ 
Government. The system was regarded with distrust by the 
mercantile community, and though it might have been of advantage - 
had it been applied universally throughout India and worked by 
an adequate and organised staff, in the absence of these conditions 
its abolition is not to be regretted. 

Burma.—Under the head of “false trade descriptions ” there 
was an increase from one detention in 1895-96 to 17 detentions in’ 
1896-97. Of the latter year’s cases three were consignments ‘of 
cotton thread on cards from Ca'cutta. All of these cases occurred: 
at Moulmein. The thread was held to be falsely described in- 
regard to length, because each card was marked with the figures’ 
“8” and “ 50, ” the former believed to be intended to represent 
the quality and the latter the number of yards of thread on the 
card, although neither the word “ warranted” nor the word’ 

« yards” appeared on the card as in an instance which occurred in: 
1895-96 at’ Rangoon, whereas the thread was found on measure- 
ment to average from 6 to 10 yards in the first consignment, from’ 
17 to 214 yards in the second, and from 8 to 10} yards in -the' 
third. ‘The remaining 14 cases were consignments of paints, the’ 
descriptions of the kegs containing which were held by the’ 
Rangoon Custom House to -be false trade descriptions. ‘These 
paints were branded and declared as “ red lead,” “ white lead,” and: 
“white zinc” paints, it being thereby inferred that the contents - 
were pure lead or zinc, but on analysis by the Chemical Examiner» 
they were found to contain very varying and in some instances 
almost infinitesimal percentages of red lead, white lead, and white 
zine respectively, the balance being described as composed, for’ 
example, of so much su!phate of barium or (in one wae) of an 
organic colouring matter and brick dust. seat 

Bombay. —During the year under report 348 infringements 
under claust “d,” 204 under clause “ e,” and 127 under clause “ F?: 
of section 18 of the Sea Customs Act, as amended by section 10-. 
of the Merchandise Marks: Act were detected. Fines and confisea- 
tions were adjudged in 610. cases out of the total number of-: 
detected cases, In the remaining 69 cases the ——, under: 
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detention were passed without penalties after such qualifications 
as seemed necessary as the requirements of the Act were held to 
have been partly complied with. In one case the goods are still 
under detention under an injunction of her Majesty’s High Court. 

One case is more or less typical of the methods of certain manu- 
facturers and importers of German goods. Messrs. 
imported a consigument of German-made clinical thermometers, 
marked with the words‘ 5 minutes,” ‘‘ 1 minute,” or “ 1} minutes.” 
On being tested, the thermometers were found not to register the 
temperature of the human body in the time stated, and the marking 
was held to constitute a false trade description. Furthermore the 
name “F. B, Foster and Sons,” was cut into the glass, while the 
country of origin was so indicated as to be readily effaceable. That 
this difference in the method of marking was not accidental, and 
that the indication of origin was intended to be removed, was con- 
clusively established by the fact that the invoice description of the 
goods contained a statement to the effect—made in Germany, 
washable. 

A substantial fine was levied, and the thermometers were con- 
fiscated subject to redemption for reshipment to Germany on 
payment of a penalty. As the redemption penalty was not paid, 
the thermometers were destroyed in due course. 

Madras.—There has been a very considerable increase in the 
number of detections during the year, the total being 203 cases 
against 99 detected last year, or an increase of 104 cases due to 
the larger number of packages opened, which were 8,775 as against 
3,711. 

These involved provisions, paper, paints and oils, turpentine, 
dry colours, medicines, gilt thread, glassware, hardware, clocks 
and watches, beer, wine and spirits, piece goods, yarn, &c. 

A consignment of German tobacco bore English descriptive 
words with the name of the German town of manufacture instead 
ef the country of origin on the labels. The words “made in 
Germany ’’ were permitted to be stamped on the labels on payment 
of a nominal penalty. 

The labels on the ream packets of two consignments of Belgian 
note paper bore English descriptions without the required indica- 
tion of the country of origin which was ordered to be stamped on the 
imposition of a penalty of Rs. 5 in each case. 

A consignment of Italian foolscap paper was imported with the 
sheets bearing a representation of Britannia on one side, and the 
words “ extra strong” on the other without the country of origin. 

The sheets in a consignment of Belgian note paper were 
water lined on the left hand top corner with the words “ under 
quarter tola’”’ without any indication of the country of origin. 

Three consignments of Dutch cheese were imported with Eng- 
lish descriptive labels. The country of origin was allowed to be 
stamped on them on payment ofsmall penalties. A fourth con- 
sigament in which ball cheese of German origin but intended to 
imitate Dutch cheese bore an English description on the labels 

\without the name of the country of origin to qualify it, 
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Two consignments of Dutch margarine and butterine bore Eng- 
lish words withont any indication of the country of origin. The 
tins were similar to those in which butter is usually sent out. 
They were ordered to be stamped with the words “ Margarine” 
and “ Butterine,” respectively, and “made in Holland” on pay- 
ment of a small penalty in each case. 

In two consignments of German lavender water, the bottles 
were moulded with the English words “Lavender water” with- 
out any indication of the country of origin. 

Boxes of Italian cards and envelopes contained in a case were 
printed with English descriptive words without any indication of 
the country of manufacture. The words “made in Italy” were 
ordered to be stamped on them on payment of a small penalty. 

There were five consignments of Belgian sheet and silver plate 
glass, and the boxes which contained them were stamped with 
English words, but without the required indication of the country 
of origin. This was ordered to be done on payment of fines 
amounting to Rs. 45-8-0. 

Two importations of Belgian crown glass bore English 
descriptions and the words “ made in France” to show the country 
of origin, As this would have enabled the importers to sell inferior 
Belgium glass as French glass, which is a superior article, they 
were fined and allowed to pass the consignments on removing the 
words “ made in France” and stamping the name of the country 
of origin conspicuously alongside the English descriptions. 

In a consignment of Japan made clocks, the labels on the back 
boards were in the English lacguage without any indication of the 
country of origin. The words “made in Japan” were allowed to 
be stamped on them on payment of a nominal penalty. 

The labels on two consignments of German beer bore English 
- words in large characters and the country of origin in very small 

ones. They were allowed to be stamped conspicuously with the 
words “made in Germany ”’ on payment of a small penalty. 

The bottles contained in a case of Italian brandy bore two 
separate labels—one with English words and the other with the 
country of origin. The country of origin was ordered to be 
stamped on the main label with a warning. 

In a consignment of ordinary French brandy, the capsules were 
marked with the name of a British Indian dealer without the 
required indication of country of origin. The capsules were removed 
and goods passed with a warning. 

Another consignment of 50 cases of German brandy had the 
words Vieux Cognac and La Esmeralda on the corks without any 
qualification as to the country of manufacture. A penalty of Re. 
1 per case was charged for the importation and the goods were, at 
the request of the importers, permitted to be reshipped. 

In a consignment of wines of German manufacture, the labels 
on the bottles were printed with English words but without any 
indication as to the country of origin. The labels were qualified 
with the words “ made in Germany ” without penalty. 
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In a consignment of 25 cases: port wine and 5 cases sherry of 
German origin, there were two labels on each bottle—one bore 
English descriptive words and the other, which was a detached 
slip, showed the country of origin to be “Germany.” ‘The main 
label was stamped with the words “made in Germany” and the 
goods passed on payment of Re. 1 per case. 

Fifteen cases of German whisky bore only English words on 
their labels without the indication of the country of origin. The 
labels were stamped “made in Germany ” on payment of a fine of 
Rs. 2 per case, it being the second offence against the importer. 

The bottles in ten cases of Belgian gin had labels with Znglish 
words only printed on them. The words “made in Belgium,” 
were stamped on payment of a fine of Re. 1 per case. 

Three cases of samples of German liquors were imported with 
English labels on the bottles. The goods were confiscated and the 
importer fined for the importation, and an option allowed him ‘te 
redeem them. He failed to do this and they were wold, and the 
proceeds credited to Government. 


XX.—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Annual 
Report for 1896-97 of the British Columbia Board of Trade, 
containing much useful information as to the trade and industry 
of that colony. 

The area of British Columbia is estimated at 383,300 square 
miles, and the population according to the census of 1891 is 
given as 98,173 persons, of which 63,003 were males. 

Mining—The following table shows the increased value in 
the mining products of the colony since the year 1890 :— 


Dols. 
1890 - - - - 2,608,608 
1892 - - - 3,017,971 
1893 - - - - - . 3,588,413 . 
1894 - - 4,225,717 
1895 - - - 5,655,302 
- - - 7, 146, 495 


Fisheries. —The salmon pack of 601,570 cases during 1896 was 
the largest on record, a very satisfactory. result when it is considered. 
that that year was what is known as an “off season” on account 
of the smaller number of fish entering the rivérs. The increase 
in the pack was partly due to new canneries, but there is no doubt 
that the hatchery on the Fraser River also contributed towards it. 

The fisheries of British Columbia are capable of far greater 
expansion, and should give employment to many of the schooners 
formerly engaged in sealing. ‘ihe supply’ of several kinds of 
excellent food fish is practically inexhaustible, 

The United States furnishes a good market for halibut, but the 
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duty of half a cent a pound amounts to a large sum on the annual 
uantity sent there, and represents a loss of profit to British 
olumbia tishermen when competing with those from United 
States ports, who fish mostly in what are claimed to be Canadian 
waters. This matter has been brought to the notice of the 
Dominion Government, but the steps taken have not yet had any 
appreciable effect. 

The report of the Domiaion Government Commercial Agent to 
Mexico and countiles to the south will be looked for with much 
interest, as it is believed that markets for large quantities of low- 
priced fish will be found there. 

Sealing.—The condition of the sealing industry may be judged 
from the following figures :— 

Season’s catch 1894 ° - - 97,474 seals 
1895 - - 70,739 ,, 

The spring catch in 1897 was only 5,035 seals, which is 3,893 
less than during the same period in 1896, This continuous and 
very serious falling off is due principally to the restriction imposed 
upon the industry, but low prices and bad weather have also 
affected it appreciably. 

Until lately, 807 whites and 903 Indians were employed in 
sealing, and the value of the catch for some years has averaged 
750,000 dols. per annum, 

Lumber.—The exports of lumber during 1896 show a good 
increase compared with several of the preceding years. 

The wooded area of British Columbia is estimated at 
285,000 square miles, and includes 40 kinds of timber. These 
forests will increase in value year by year as the supply diminishes 
in the east. 

Agriculture-—The crops of all kinds of agricultural products 
grown in British Columbia during 1896 were fair and the whole 
found ready markets at good prices. 

Fruit crops were satisfactory and the Fruit Growers’ Shipping 
Associations, recently formed, are proving successful. 

Most of the cities have substantially-built markets and great 
efforts are being made to increase their usefulness by bringing to- 
gether a large number of farmers and consumers. Beneficial 
results are expected from these efforts. 

The creameries are increasing in number and the butter is dis- 
posed of as fast as produced at remunerative prices. The import- 
ations from the Hast and from the United States are not materially 
diminished, as with the larger population in the mining districts 
there has been a greater demand for this article. 

The opportunities for small and mixed farming in the Province 
are not receiving the attention they deserve. The mining districts 
are settling up rapidly and furnish markets for all kinds of agricul- 
tural products. The miners live well, if possible, and fresh 
supplies are invariably purchased in preference to those in tins. 
There is‘no probability of these markets being over-supplied for 
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Industrial Establishments.—British Columbia is the largest 
manufacturer in the Dominion in proportion to population. The 
following establishments are mostly able to supply present local 
demands :—Lumber mills, sash and door factories, shipyards, iron 
foundries, machine shops, flour, rice, and oatmeal mills, chemical 
works, paint works, soap factories, coffee and spice mills, breweries, 
carriage factories, powder works, and potteries. 

The manufacture of wood pulp for export has not yet started in 
the Proviace, but the natural conditions appear favourable for 
such an industry. 

Metallurgical works have recently been established at Victoria ; 
capacity at present 20 tons of ore per day. A chlorination plant 
is in course of erection, and as soon as the works are completed 
ores will be treated by several different processes. These works 
are the first of the kind established in British Columbia, and 
should be of great value to mine owners. 

Ocean Trade.—The volume of trade with China and Japan is. 
yearly increasing. The Canadian Pacific steamships have the 
principal passenger business ; they also carry very full freigkts on 
both voyages. 

The Northern Pacific Company has four regular steamships: 
which give a three-weekly service. At present this company has. 
five additional ships engaged in freighting. 

The Oregon Railway and Navigation Company’s steamship 
service has been maintained. 

The Canada-Australia service has recently been augmented by 
an additional steamship. 

The success which has attended the subsidising of the Canada- 
Australia line is very gratifying, and should encourage the 
Dominion Government to seek new trade channels, It is believed 
that Mexico, and Central and South America, offer markets for the 
disposal of large quantities of Canadian manufactures and natural 
products. 

South Africa has been also recommended as embracing markets _ 
for Canadian goods in much larger quantities than at present 
exported. It is believed that a commercial agent could greatly 
assist in building up the desired trade. 

Siberia is being looked to as another outlet for Canadian goods. 

The following table shows the value of the exports, the produce 
of Canada, from the province of British Columbia for each of the 
five years (ending 30th June) 1893-97 :— 


1893, 1894. 1895. 1896. 1897. 


£ £ £ £ £ 
The Mine -  - | 2,898,947 | 3,521,543 | 4,615,452 | 5,763,253| 8,909,592 
Fisheries- - - |1,501,831 |3,541,305 | 3,264,501 | 3,288,776| 3,567,815 
Forest - - - ~-| 454,994 | 411,623 | 500,080 | 685,746) 742,173 
Animals and their produce | 310,621 | 149,269 | 457,373 | 438,864| 307,845 
Agricultural products -| 30,173 | 23,323 21,774] 61,414| 104,744 
Miscellaneous- - ~-| 446,231 | 196,895 | 261,918 | 338,471) 552,539 


Total - - - |5,642,797 | 7,843,958 |9,121.098 |10.576.524 ' 14,184,708 
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XXI,—CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN IN SPAIN, 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office copy 
of a translation of the new certificates of origin required by the 
Spanish authorities, together with ful] particulars of the new 
regulations appertaining thereto. By Royal Order dated the 
25th September, 1897, important changes were introduced in the 
regulations regarding certificates of origin for Spain to take effect 
generally from the 1st January, 1898, 

(Translation. ) 

1. Rules (A) and (B), paragraph 5, disposition 12 of the Custom 
House regulations in force are hereby modified as follows :— 

(A.) The certificate shall consist of an official declaration made 
or presented to the authorities at the place of production or of 
export in the country where the goods were produced, to the effect 
that such goods have been manufactured or produced in the 
country ; and they shall contain besides such declaration, the 
particulars hereinafter specified. 

Certificates of origin shall be issued by the authorities desig- 
nated by each country for that purpose in accordance with their 
administrative system, and the Custom House will be informed in 
due course of the authorities so designated, when such designation 
has received the assent of the Spanish Government. Spanish 
Consuls shall also be able to issue certificates of origin when 
specially authorised by the Government, but it shall not be 
obligatory to have recourse to them. 

Certificates of origin shall be issued either on the declaration of 

_ the producer or manufacturer of the goods, or of the holder of 
their power of attorney, to the effect that they are of his manu- 
facture or the product of his industry, or on that of a registered 
merchant (“ comerciante matriculado ’’) presenting reliable invoices 
relating to the merchandise. In the latter case the name of the 
manufacturer or producer need not be stated in the certificate. 
Certificates shall te issued either on a declaration signed and pre- 
sented by the applicant to the proper authority, or on a verbal 
declaration before such authority, according as may be determined 
by the administration of each country. In the former case the 
fact shall be stated in the certificate that it was applied for on a 
written declaration, and in the latter case, the certificate shall 
contain the signature of the person making the declaration 
underneath the words, “so declared under my responsibility.” 

(B.) When the manufacturer shall himself apply for the certifi- 
cate, his name, residence, and domicile must be stated therein. 
When the certificate is applied for by his representative, the 
latter’s name, residence, and domicile must also be stated besides 
those of the manufacturer; and when the certificates are issued 
at the request of a registered merchant, his name, residence, and 
domicile shall be given therein. 
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In all cases there must be stated in the certificate :— 

(1.) The status and character of the applicant. 

(2.) The number and quality of the packages, their marks, 
numbering, and gross weight. 

(3.) The denomination of the class and kind of merchandise 
s] ecifying when referring to textiles or yarns, whether they are 
made of cotton, hemp, flax, wool, silk, or mixtures of these materials, 

. (4. The destination of the goods in Spain, and the name and. 
domicile of the consignee at that place, or at the place where the 
goods are to be cleared. 

The certificates shall be signed by the authority issuing them, 
and bis signature shall be vis¢ and legalised by the Spanish Consul. 

Spanish Consuls shall only issue certificates of origin when 
requested to do so, and piovided that the persons making the 
declaration are known at the Consulate, and provided also that 
the Consuls are satisfied as to the perfect truth of the declarations. 

The authorities empowered to issue certificates of origin shall 
have the right, and will be bound to demand proofs in support of 
the declaration made before them, whatever be the form of that 
declaration, and to enforce the presentation of all the documents 
to that effect. In exceptional cases, or when there may be serious 
grounds for suspicion regarding the correctness of the certificates 
presented by any given firm, the facts of the case may be reported 
through the diplomatic channel to the Government of the country 
in which the certificate is issued, for such action in accordance 
with the law of the country as that Government may think fit, 
and also, if necessary, to order a more strict investigation of the 
declarations that such firm may present in future. 

The certificates of origin will be valid during three months from 

the date of the Consular visa, when issued for European countries, 
Asian coast on the Mediterranean and Black Sea, African coast 
on the Mediterranean and Ocean to the Gulf of Guinea; and 
during six months from the same date when issued for any other 
country. 
_ The time for the validity of these documents may be extended 
when their presentaticn is delayed owing to damage, sanitary 
regulations, general interruption of traffic, or any other cause of 
force majeure, after such pleas have been duly examined by the 
Adm:nistration. 

To obtain the tariff advantages granted to goods of a Treaty 
nation, which may have been in the official warehouses of any 
nation, it will be necessary to present, besides the certificate of 
origin, another certificate trom the chief of the warehouse to the 
effect that such goods are those deposited, and that no changes or 
additions of other goods have been made, nor manipulations have 
taken place which might have varied the conditions of the 
merchandise. 

_ 2. The above regulations shall come into force, and be applied 
to all certificates of origin issued from the lst January 1898 ; but 
the Custc«m Houses sha!l admit any certificate which may have 


Jan. 1898.] CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN IN SPAIN. 55 


been issued in accordance’ with this new system, though their 
date may be previous to that fixed herein. 

3. The other rules of disposition 12 remain in force. 

Madrid, September 25th. 1897. 

According to the regulations, therefore, as modified by this 
Royal Order, the producer's name is not required in certificates 
of origin issued on the declaration of what are described 
as ‘“comerciantes matriculados ” (licensed merchants). On 
learning the terms of the new regulations, Her Majesty’s 
Government instructed Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid 
to represent to the Spanish Government that there was 
no registration or licensing of merchants in England corre- 
sponding to that implied by the term ‘“comerciantes matricu-. 
lados,” and to ask that the Spanish Customs authorities might be 
instructed to accept certificates without the insertion of the name 
of the producer of the goods on the declaration of “bona fide 
traders known to the issuing authority.” To this request tbe 
Spanish Government replied by proposing a somewhat different 
formula as a substitute in the case of British produce for the 
original expression, viz, “comerciante, negociante, &c., de esta 
plaza. y cuya personalidad para el efecto es reconocida por la 
autoridad ” (merchants or traders, &c., of this town whose qualifi- 
cation for the purpose is recognised by the (issuing) authority.) 
This formula has now been agreed to by her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. 

With regard to paragraph 2 of Rule A, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have designated, and the Spanish Government have 
accepted, Magistrates, Mayors, Chambers of Commerce, Collectors 
of Customs as duly qualified to issue certificates of origin. 

As the two questions of the formula to be substituted for the term 
_ “comerciantes matriculados” and of the authorities qualified to 

issue certificates were only finally settled a few days before the 
date fixed by the Royal Order for the coming into force of the new 
Regulations, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, in obedience to 
instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, applied for the sus- 
pension of their operation until the 1st February. The Spanish 
Government have, however, only consented to suspend them until 
the 15th instant inclusive. 

Accordingly, on the 15th Jan. 1898, the old system established by 
the Royal Order of the 8th November, 1895, will come to an end, 
and on and after the 16th Jan.certificates of origin for British produce 
will be accepted in Spain without the insertion of the producer’s 
name, when issued by Magistrates, Chambers of Commerce, 
Mayors, and Collectors of Customs, on the declaration, supported by 
reliable invoices, of such merchants or traders established in the 
town in which the certificates are issued as are recognised by the 
issuing authority as duly qualified to make the declaration. 

Shortly after the appearance in the Gazette of the Royal Order 
of the 25th September, a model certificate of origin was published 
by the “Eco de las Aduanas,” and repeated assurances have been 
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received from the Director-General’s Department that the form 
in question will meet the requirements of the Spanish Customs 
authorities under the new Regulations. 

The form which accompanies this Memorandum, in Spanish 
and English, is merely the model from the “ Eco de las Aduanas”’ 
modified in accordance with the special arrangements made for 
British produce. 

(MODELO. ) 
CERTIFICADO DE ORIGEN. 


[Camara de Comercio] 
Alcalde} 
Nos. foi de (Nota la) certificamos que : 


Oficina de 
Autoridad que expide el certificado] 
Productor 6 fabricante. 
Apoderado del anterior. [Apoderado de 
Comerciante, negociante, &c., de esta plaza y cuyaper- 
sonalidad para el efecto es reconocida per nosotros 


domiciliado Calle ...ha declarado ante Nos, 
bajo su responsabilidad, que las mercancias designadas 4 continuacién son de 
Origen y (Nota 3°), conforme 4 las facturas 
fidedignas que nos han sido presentadas por el expedidor (Nota 4*), y cuyas 
mercancias se destinan 4.......e00.eseeee -[punto de destino en Espafia] 4 la 
consignacidn comerciante 6 industrial en......... 
ne Espaiia]. 
Numero Peso bruto. 
y classe de}; Marcas. Numeracién. Contenido (Nota 58). 
bultos. Kilogramos. 


Declarado asi bajo mi responsabilidad. 
[Fecha y firma de la Autoridad que 
[Firm del declarante.] (Nota 6*) expida el certificado.] 
Visado Consular.—Num...... oecceee Visto en este Consulado para legalizar 
la precedente firma de la Autoridad. 


[Fecha, firma y sello del Consulado.] 
La validez de _ este  certificado 


expirara 


Notas. 
1a, También podran expedirlos los Consulados de Espafia cuando para ello 
estén mente autorizados. 

® 2. Se utilizara la férmula correspondiente 4 la condicién del declarante 
rayando las otras dos. 


| 
meses después de la fecha del visado. mis 
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3a, Cuando el certificado se expida directamente por el fabricante 0 su 
apoderado, se sustituira la frase ‘son de origen y POF 


la de “son de fabricacién.” 


Be su lafrase “ conforme 4 las facturas fidedignas que nos han 
sido presentadas por el expedidor ” si la declarcién se hiciera por el productor 6 
fabricante 6 su apoderado. Cuando lo expida el comerciante no sera necesario 
hacer constar el nombre del fabricante 6 ) productor. 

5". La expresién del “Contenido” se refiere 4 la materia y clase de las 
mercancias.En los hilados y tejidos se consignara expresamente si son de eae 
cahamo 6 lino, lana 6 seda, 6 mezcla de estas materias. 

6a, La férmula “Asi declarado bajo mi responsabilidad” nose empleara en 
los casos en que el certificado se haya solicitadode la Autoridad competente por 
peticidén escrita y firmada, segiin las reglas interiores de cada pais. 


[Translation]. 
[Form.] 
CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN. 
Chamber of Commerce} 
We, Mayor, ] (Note 1) certify that: 


Magistrate, ] 
or Collector of Customs] 
Producer or manufacturer, 
Holder of power of attorney of producer or manu- - 


Mecshant or trader, &c., of this town, whose quali- 
fication for the purpose is recognized by us, 
residing iN..,.....++ +-ssee Street, has declared before us, on his responsibility, that 
the merchandize designated below is of...............origin and production (Note 3), 
as shown by reliable invoices presented to us by the consignor (Note 4), which 
merchandize is to be shipped to........... guineas ..[place of destination in Spain], 
CONSIGNEM +s...merchant or manufacturer at...... 


[place of residence in "Spain]. 


Number and Gross Weight. 
Description Marks. Numbering. _— Contents (Note 5). 
of Cases. Kilog. 


So declared under my responsibility. 
Date and signature of the < ina 
[Signature of person declaring.] (Note 6.) issuing certificate 


Consular visa NO...........+0+8 Seen at this Consulate for the 
legalisation of authority’s signature. 


[Date, signature, and seal of Consulate. ] 


This certificate is good for not more 
from the 
date of visa, 


| 
| 
| 
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NOTES. 


Note 1.—Spanish Consuls can also issue certificates of origin when specially 
authorised to do so, 

Note 2.—The formula to be used depends on the quality of the applicant for 
the certificate of origin. The two not used must be crossed out. 

Note 3.—When the certificate is issued on the application of the producer or 


the holder of his power of attorney, the expression “is of { hie } manufacture ” 


must be substituted for the words “is of........ +...«--0rigin and production.” 

Note 4.—The words “as shown by reliable invoices presented to us by the 
applicant” must be omitted if the declaration is made by (i) the producer or 
manufacturer, or (ii) the holder of his power of attorney, When the certificate 
is applied for by (iii) the merchant or trader, the name of the manufacturer or 
producer may be omitted. 

Note 5.—The expression “contents” refers to the material and class of 
merchandise. In threads and textiles it must be expressly stated whether these 
are of cotton, jute, flax, wool, or silk, or a mixture of these materials. 

Note 6.—The expression “so declared on my responsibility” will not be em- 
ployed in those cases where the application has been made to the authority by 
written and signed petition, in conformity with the regulations of each country. 
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XXII—NEW BULGARIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pages 544-546 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for November last, respecting the 
new Commercial Convention between the United Kingdom and 
Bulgaria, it may be useful to call attention to the fact that conven- 
tions of a somewhat similar character have also been concluded by 
the principality with Austria-Hungary, France, and Russia. Each 
of these conventions establishes certain rates of import duties which 
are to be levied in Bulgaria on various descriptions of goods, and 
the combination of the tariff provisions of these conventions 
(including that with the United Kingdom), constitutes what io 
effect becomes a new Bulgarian Conventional Customs Tariff. 

The following statement shows the Conventional rates of 
Customs duties which are now leviable on imports into Bulgaria 
according to the conventions above referred to. It has to be 
mentioned, however, that the conventions with Austria-Hungary, 
France, and Russia provide that the ad valorem duties specified 
as leviable are to be calculated on the actual prices of the goods 
at the place of purchase, production, or manufacture, plus the 
cost of package and of transport to Bulgaria, and the charges for 
commission and insurance to the place of destination. 


Conventional Rates of Duty under Treaties with 
Classification of Articles. 
ustria- n 
Hungary France Kingdom Russia 
Tee ant i 10% ad val. 10% ad val. 
es, 3, paving bricks an: 
pipes 12% ad val. 1 ad val 
Soap, common .. ake -.| 18% ad val. 18% ad val. — 18% ad val. 
Soap, toilet 12% ad val. 12% ad val. 
Bole leather and other leather 
not specially mentioned| 16% ad val. 16% ad val. — 16% ad val, 
Leather wares . 16% ad val. 16% ad val. — 16% ad val. 
Patent or varnished leather, 
on kid for vamps ir _ 12% ad val. os 12% ad val. 
k 
"pottles ‘Bot, 12% ad val. 12% ad val. 
Perfumery te 12% ad val. 12% ad val. 
Candles .. .. « 18% ad val. 18% ad val. 18% at val. 
Window glass .. ia «| 20% ad val. 20% ad val. _ 20% ad val. 
Ground nuts... 105% ad val. 
Walnuts, bazel-nuts, almonas| 1 ad val. 103% ad val. 
Plain merinos and cashmeret 
of pure wool, weighing 
less than 400 grammes to 
the square metre. 12% ad val. 
Cloths and stnffs of woal 
weighing ~~ than 400 
rammes the uar 
| 18% ad val. | 18% ad val. 18%, ad val. 
Comfits iakourn, 
va, &c., an 
fruits with s . 20% ad val. 20% ad val. _ 20% ad val 
Sugar, unrefin refined, 
20% ad val. 20% ad val. 20% ad val 
Tissues of jute . is ee _ 12% ad val. _ 12% ad val 
Jute sacks 10% ad val. 10% ad val. 
Alcohol. . 18% ad val. Hecto.12 fr. 60 Hecto. 12 fr.60 
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Classification of Articles. 


Conventional Rates of Duty under Treaties with 


Austria-Hun 
gary. 


France. 


United King- 
dom. 


Russia. 


Brandy from raisins aad 
prunes, afrack, ram, 
cogaa*, and other 
in barrels .. os 


Cognac, liqueurs and itu- 
ous beverages all 
kiads, in bottles .. ‘a 


Boots ani shoes of all kinds 
with leather soles. . oa 
Ready made clothing of 
= en tissues, pure or 


ixed 
Coriage of all kinds, 
ing cables ww ropes, ex- 
cept twine . oe 


Rocksalt .. oe 
Sea salt .. 


Tobacco, in leaf .. 
Tobacco, manufactured 


Cigars .. oo 


of all sorts 
Cartridges, fireworks, and 
other explosive 
Bilkworm’s eggs; machines 
and other appliances for, 
the prodaction of silk 
Glassware in general Ba 
Chinaware (“a@ience) and 


porcelain 
+Smallwares (mercerie),hard- 
wares (quincaillerie) and 
broshmakers’ wares 

Linen yarn ee 

T.inen tissues .. oe 

Wheat flour 

Firewood, building ‘timber, 
sawn wood (including 
sawn planks) and staves 

Mineral waters . 

Agricultural machinery and 
implements, utensils of 
all kinds for use in trades 
and industries; stoves 

furnaces for indus- 


Caustic soda, and soda of all 
kinds; potash alums of 
all kinds; carbonate of 
ammonia ; sal ammoniac; 
~ salt smmonia 
and sulphate of amm 

ceen and blue vitriol 

Iron and steel scrap .. es 

Pig iron 

Steel and ‘iron in blooms, , In 

, bars, pi 8 
iron, nail rods 

iron and steel 


18% ad val 


18% adival 

100 kilos net 
*280 fr. 00 

100 kilos net. 
*300 fr. 00 


25% ad val 


18% ad val but’ 

less 
than r 
hectolitre 
18%ad val but: 
in no case 

(then 45 fr.per 
hectolitre 


{ 100 kilos net 
280 fr. 00 
{13 kilos net 
300 fr. 00 


25% ad val. 
§ 100 kilos net 
3fr. 08 
{ 109 kilos net. 
3 fr. 04 
100 kilos net. 
253 fr. 00 
Kilog net 
29 fr. 


kilog net 5 fr. 80 
kilog net 
29 fr. 80 
{ 100 kilos net. 
112 fr. 00 
100 kilos net. 
140 fr. 00 


18% ad val 


100 kilos 
{ 230 fr. 00 
{ 100 kilos 
300 fr. 00 
25% ad val 
= 100 ag net 
r. 03 
{ 100 net. 
100 kilos net. 
8 fr. 00 
kilog net29 fr.80 


kilog net 5fr. 80 
kilog net 29fr.80 


{ 100 net. 
{ 100 ki'os net. 
140 fr. 00 


Free 
12% ad val. 
12% ad val. 


10% ad val. 
10% ad val. 
10% ad val. 


8% ad val. 
ad val. 


* 


See notes on next page. 


| | 
| 
= 
| 
| - | 
| 
| 
| ~ 
| 
Free 
| 12% ad val. 
12%, ad val. 
10% ad val. 
| 10% ad val. = 
10% ad val. 
89% ad val. - a 
| val = : 
trial purposes, work- 
shops,&. .. .. 8% ad val. = Free 8% ad va 
Common cast-iron wares not 
10% ad val 
Copper in ingots, plates and 
on 10% ad val. 
~ “in 12% ad val. 
10% ad val. 
10% ad val. 
| lates, polished, 
with 
| copper, zine or tin ye — _ 12% ad val. a 
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Classifications of Articl-s 


Tinplates .. aa os 
loke st oe ee 
Sacks of all kinds for the ex- 
rtation of cereals 


Agricultural and other machi-| 


nery .. oie ee 
Fors oft a’l kinds 
Wool, raw and cleaned 
Rough wooden wares, such as' 
spoons, plates, boxes, 
cases, etc., ‘ven though 
decorated, but not lac- 
guered, polished, gilt, nor 
silvered <a 
Fish, fresb, salted, smoked, 
or dried, ofallkinds .. 
Caviar, black .. be 


Hides, more or less raw (dried, 
dry or wet salted) for 
tanning, with or withou 
Flax and hemp, raw .. os 
Hemp yarns... 
» tissues .. es 
Tinsel and bullion, drawn and 
woven 
Cutlery and _ locksmiths’ 
wares, such as_ knives, 
scissors, forks, pincers, 
scrapers, door and window 
bolts, hooks, padlocks,| 


Conventional Rates of Duty under Treaties with. 


and other locks, with all 
appurtenances, complete| 
orincomplete.. 
Tea urns and church bells .. 
Napthaand kerosene,raw and 
distilled .. 
All other articles not specially} 
mentioned .. 


Austria- 
Hungary 


France 


United 
Kingdom 


14% ad val. 


14% ad val. 


12% ad val. 
Free 


Free 


14% ad val. 


Russia 


129% ad val. 
12% ad val. 


12% ad val. 
12% a4 val. 


12% ad val. 
io” ad val. 


10% ad val. 


12% ad val. 
Free 


100 kilos 1 fr. 00 


14%, ad val. 


* Boots and shoes, and ready-made clothing of other kinds than h ed 
_ well as underclothing of all kinds, hats, and made-up articles for 
the of 14% ad 
The articles mentioned under the numbers 413, 414, 517, 531,534, 535, 536 
inclusive of the Bulgarian trade statistics for 1894 are included in this class, por bry poo 
and combs of a!l sorts. Real jewellery—i.e. of gold, or of precious stones in combination with 


metal, are excluded. 
+ 


t This refers only to agricultural and other machinery. 


| 
+ | 
4 10%, val 
= 
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XXIII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Payment of Duties in French Gold. 


According to the “ Journal Offiziel,” the Russian Minister of 
Finance, has just decreed that French gold pieces of 20 francs 
will henceforth be accepted at Russian Custom Houses in payment 
of duties, as the equivalent of half-imperials. 


Tariff Modifications. 

A despatch dated December 30th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. E. Goschen, H.M. M'nister at 
St. Petersburg, reporting that the Department of Customs has 
notified under Order No. 24,505 of the 10th December, 1897, that 
kainite, subjected to the process of crushing, shall be cleared, 


similarly as ground phosperites, as fertilising matter under 
Section 41, part 2 of the Tariff ; duty 2 copecks gold per poud. 


BELGIUM. 
Duty on Yeast and Leaven. 


A despatch dated 22nd December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at Brussels, 
forwarding extract from the “Moniteur Belge,” containing a 
Royal Decree putting into force from January 1, 1898, the duty 
of 10 francs per 100 kilogrammes on yeast and leaven which was 
voted by the Law of July 12, 1895. 


Custom Houses for the Importation of Meat. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs a copy of a Belgian decree which fixes 
the Custom Houses at which it will be possible to import meat 
into Belgium after the 1st January 1898. The decree, with the 
appended list of Custom Houses, may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 and 5. 


GERMANY. 


Important Changes in Custom House Regulations. 


A despatch dated 11th December last has been received from 
Viscount Gough, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, transmitting 
memoranda by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy a; 
that place, relating to intended changes in German Custom Housg 
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regulations, as indicated in a speech of the Imperial Secretary of 
the Treasury to the Reichstag, when dealing with the estimates 
‘for 1898. 

In the course of his speech the secretary said that an agreement 
was being concluded between the federated Kingdoms, calculated 
to abolish the anomalies and causes of complaint in the system of 
levying customs dues throughout the German Empire. 

“The object of the federated States is this, that every importing 
merchant shall have the opportunity, at any particular Customs 
house—let it be remembered that there is no one central Customs 
house for the German Empire—of obtaining definite and tinal 
information as to what duty will be levied on any particular 
commodity that he may indicate, and of further submitting a 
sample of the article he intends to import, should circumstances 
require it. The importer is to apply for such facilities to the 
otticials of the particular district into which he wishes to import 
his goods and to pay the corresponding duties, They will then 
inform him of their decision as to what the exact amount of the 
duty will be. This decision will protect the importer against auy 
subsequent claims of the Customs authorities, so long as the rate 
of duty on the particular article in question has not been altered. 

“ Moreover, in case of such an alteration, the importer will be 
informed of it ex officio and, within a certain time by the Customs 
Officers, so that he may not afterwards claim ignorance of the 
change.” 

The Secretary goes on to acknowledge that the measure is only 
a mitigation of the evil, but trusts that a generally more satisfac- 
‘tory state of things may ensue from it. He is of opinion that the 
complainants, who are in the right, will be satistied, and that, when 
the new measure has been in force for some months or for a couple 
of years, the mercantile public will have become accustomed to it, 
and every merchant will be glad to be able to know in good time 
ander which duties his goods will fall, so that he can beforehand 
make his business calculations. 

The Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin concludes 

his memorandum as follows :— 

“ It seems to be certain from this speech of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury that this new system will, undoubtedly, be shortly in 
operation. Hence itis of great importance that this new departure, 
which may now be looked upon as authoritative, should be made 
widely known to the British public as early as possible, in order that 
they may be prepared tc take immediate advantage of the benetits 
conferred by this measure as soon as it is actually in force.” 


Warehousing of Wood.. 


A despatch dated December 17th last has been received at the 
Foceign Office from Viscount Gough, H.M. Charge w’ 
Affiires at Berlin; transmitting copy of the “ Ceutral- 
blatt” contaiming new regulations with regard to the warehousing 
of wood. 


8s 
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These regulations which are too long to publish in ewtenso, may 
be seen in the originalat the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 
11.0 and 5.0. 


Amended Regulations for the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Viscount 
Gough, H.M. Charge d’Affaires at Berlin, enclosing extract from 
the “ Central-Blatt” containing the amended suplesiiaie for the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. translation of these may be seen at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, any day between the hours of 11.0 a.m. and 5.0. p.m. 


FRANCE, 
Colonial Sugars for the Mother Country. 


A circular of the French Customs House fixes the allowance 
for waste granted to sugars imported from French Colonial posses- 
sions into the Mother Country between September 1st, 1897, and 
August 31st, 1898, at 21-61 per cent. 


Bill for the Levying of Quay Dues. 


A despatch dated 22nd December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Menson, H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris, transmitting copy of a Bill (which has passed the Chamber 
of Deputies) with reference to the levying of quay dues in 
French and Algerian ports :— 

The translation of the above Bill reads as follows .— 

Art. 1. Vessels of any nationality, with full or partial cargoes 
coming from other countries or from French Colonies (except 
Algeria), will pay quay dues in French and Algerian ports accord- 
ing to the following tariff :— 

Per ton of the vessel's net tonnage. 

Francs. 

If the total number of metric tons (1,000 kilogrammes) 
of merchandise discharged or shipped be more than 
half the net tonnage of the vessel ... ode kas 
If the total number of metric tons (1,000 kilogrammes) 
of merchandise discharged or shipped be equivalent to 

or less than one half the net tonnage of the vessel ... 0.50 
If the total number of metric tons (1,000 kilogrammes) 

of merchandise discharged or shipped be equivalent to 

or less than one quarter the net tonnage of the vessel 0.25 
If the total number of metric tons (1,000 kilogrammes) 

of merchandise discharged or shipped be equivalent to 

or less than one tenth the net tonnage of the vessel ... 0.10 


1.00 


These dues will be reduced by one half, in the case of vessels 
discharging merchandise from, or shipping merchandise for ports 
within the limits of international coasting trade, as defined by 
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Art. 1 of the Law of 39th January, 1893. Vessels discharging and 
shipping merchandise at the same port shall be separately, 
as above, for the two operations. 

Art. 2-—In the case of cperations at successive ports, the dues 
will be levied at each port according to Art. 1, but in no case will 

-the total amount of dues exceed 1 franc per ton of the net 
tonnage. This tax is reduced to 0.50 francs in the case of vessels 
on international coasting trade (see Art. 1). 

Art. 3.—In the above calculations each passenger embarking or 
landing will be considered as the equivalent of 1 ton of cargo, The 
same rule will be observed in the case of each head of cattle, 
horse, or mule. Smaller cattle are reckoned as a quarter of a 
ton ; passenger’s baggage, including provisions for the voyage, will 
not be reckoned in the estimate of merchandise shipped or 
discharged. 

Art. 4.—The quay dues fixed by the preceding articles will 
only be levied in Algeria on cargo, pissengers, animals, andi 
carriages. 

Art. 5.—Operations of revictualling and coaling are not. 
considered as commercial operations. 


Temporary Admission of Worsted Yarns. 

A despatch dated December 30 last has been received frome 
Mr. Martin Gosselin, H.M. Minister at Paris, transmitting copy 
of extract from the « Journal Officiel,” of 4th December last, 
containing text of the law which has now passed the Chamber of 
Deputies and Senate, authorising the temporary admission of 
twisted worsted yarns, corresponding to the English number 32, 
used in the manufacture of alpaca laces. 


FRANCE—ALGERIA. 
Tarif’ Modifications. 

A report dated 31st December last has been received at the- 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Algiers transmitting 
a cutting from the “ Depéche Algérienne,” of the 30th December 
last which gives the new scale of import duties (Octroi de mer) 
to be in force for Algeria until the year 1900. 

T he only changes” are those under the head of “alcohol,” the. 
duties on which are reduced from 80 francs to 50 francs pez 
hec tolitre. 


FraNcE—TUnIS. 
Certificates of Origin. 

A report dated 6th December last has been received at the 
Yoreign Office from Mr. G. Lasvelles, H.M. Consul-General in 
Tunis, enclosing extract from the “ Journal Officiel Tunisien,” 
containing a new Decree relative to certificates of origin demanded. 
ai Tunis on goods coming from countries having conventions with. 
the Regency. 

The above may be seen, in the original, at the Commercial! 

Cc 


q 

4 
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Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


FRANCE—BULGARIA. 
Commerciai Convention. 


A despatch dated 20th December last has been received from 
Sir E. Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris, enclosing extract from 
the “Journal Officiel,” containing text of the law approving the 
Commercial Convention between France and Bulgaria, which was 
signed at Sophia on the 4th June last. 


PoRTUGAL-DENMARK. 
Commercial Convention. 


A despatch dated December 18th last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. MacDonell, H.M. Minister at Lisbon, 
transmitting copies of the text in French and Portuguese of the 
Commercial Declaration between Portugal and Denmark signed 
at Copenhagen on the 14th December 1896. 

The ratifications were exchanged at Copenhagen on the 
Ath December last. 

The text (in French) may be seen at the Commercial Department 
of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL— BELGIUM. 
Commercial Convention. 


A despatch dated 11th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. MacDonell, H.M. Minister at Lisbon, 
notifying that a Commercial Convention has been signed‘ between 
Portugal and Belgium. 

It is stated that this agreement is based on a Most Favoured 
Nation Clause securing to Belgium the advantages already granted 
to Russia, Norway, Holland, Japan, and Denmark, and also ona 
new Minimum Tariff as regards the articles not included in the 
agreement with the above-mentioned States. . 

On the other hand Belgium, it is said, makes considerable conces- 
sions to Portugal, especially with regard to the duty on port wine. 


SpaiIn—CuBA. 


Export of Tobacco from Cuba. 


A despatch, dated January 2 last, has been received from Mr. 
Barclay, H. M. Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, stating that the 
proposal of Geveral Blanco to remove the prohibition of the 
export of tobacco from Cuba from the 15th January, 1898, was 
approved at the last Cabinet Council. 


| 
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The conditiens on which its exportation will be allowed are the 
following : 

Leaf tobacco will be subject on export from all Provinces 
except Santiago de Cuba to a duty ot 12 dollars per 100 kilos 
(Ibs. 220). 

The export of prepared tobacco, except picadura (common. 
cigarette tobacco) will be free. 

The importation of all tobacco will be prohibited. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Tariff Decisions. 

A despatch dated 12th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John, H. M. Minister at Berne, 
enclosing copy of a uotice in the “ Feuille Fédérale Suisse ” of the 
8th December last, to the effect that from the lst January, 1598, a 
substance called “ crin d’afrique.” or vegetable hair will be free if 
imported in a raw state, subjected to duty of 10 centimes per 100 
kilos if simply dried, and to 1 franc 50 centimes per 100 kilos if. 
in any way manufactured. 


UNITED STATES. 


Customs Decisions. 

The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs Laws oi 
the United States have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country :— 

Woven fabrics and nettings in the piece, with plain or one 
escolloped or fancy edge, composed of cotton or other vegetable: 
fibre, embroidered or tamboured, and known variously as dotted 
or figured swisses, sash muslin, xauslin sash curtain, frilled 
muslin cloth, frilled sash muslin, sash lace borders, Trouville batiste, 
allovers, embroidered flouncings or flounces, etc., are dutiable as 
embroidered or tamboured articles, under paragraph 276, Act of 
August 28, 1894. 

Figures for wedding cakes composed of gum tragacanth and 
sugar are classified as unenumerated manufactured articles at 20 
per cent. ad valorem under section 3 of the same Act. 

Notebooks and lead pencils, when separately distinguissed and 
valued in the invoice, are dutiable separately, and not as 
entireties. 

Modelling clay is not free as a scientific preparation, but dutiable 
a3 a wrought clay at 2/. per tcn under paragraph 82. 

Pocket case surgical instruments are liable to duty at 35 per 
cent. under paragraph 177 as manufactures of metal, and not as __ 
pocket knives. 

Carving knives with “stag” handles and hunting knives are 
dutiable under paragraph 155, Act of July, 1897, the latter not 


being side arms, 


if 
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Bottles filled with ad valorem merchandise are not subject to 
duty at 40 per cent. ad valorem, but are dutiable at the rate 
applicable to the contents. 

Hats made of bamboo, straw, grass, or wood fibre, by continuous 
plaiting, complete except blocking, are not entitled to classification 
as “braids, plaits, laces, or similar manufactures ;” but are duti- 
able at 25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraphs 181 and 352, 
respectively. 

Plaits woven into sheets in the form of plateaux or matting are 
not entitled to classification as “braids, plaits, laces, or similar 
manufactures.” 

Ivory ball blocks and parts of elephants’ tusks are dutiable as 
manufactures of ivory under paragraph 354, Tariff Act of August 
28, 1894, and are not entitled to free entry under paragraph 519 
as ivory “ logs.” 

The “ commercial designation ” of an article, in order to control 
its classification under American tariff laws, must be its designa- 
tion as understood in the trade and commerce of the United States, 
‘and evidence as to such designation elsewhere is inadmissible. 

Pearl buttons with metal fasteners at the back, known com- 
mercially as pearl stud buttons, are liable to duty at 1 cent per 
line button measurement of one-fortieth of 1 inch per gross, and 
15 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 316, Act of 28th August, 
1894. 

“ Fiddlers’ knives,” consisting of grips, scissors, file, blades, and 
pitch pipes, in pearl handles, are classified for duty as pen- 
knives. 

Ornamental hinges for church doors are assessed for duty at 
35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 177 of the Tariff Act of 
1894, as manufactures of metal, and not as works of art. 

Silk and cotton fabrics containing less than 20 per cent. in 
weight of silk, and weighing more than one-third of an ounce and 
jess than one and one-third ounces per square yard when dyed 
and printed in the piece, are dutiable at 3.25 dols. per pound. 

Mineral water in barrels, whether filtered or not, is classified 
for duty at 24 cents per gallon, and the barrels at 30 per cent. ad 
valorem, under paragraphs 301 and 204 of the Tariff Act 
of 1897. 

Cotton damask is dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 264, Tariff Act of 1894, and not as “count- 
able cottons.” 

Altars for churches, of marble, elaborately carved or 
sculptured and highly decorative, are liable to duty at 45 
per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 105, Act of August 28th, 
1894, and not entitled to free entry as “specimens or casts of 
gculpture.” 

Rectangular pieces of marble, with smooth surfaces, 10 by 20 
inches in Jjimensions, and seven-eighths of an inch thick, used for 
floorings of hotels and other buildings, are “ marble paving tiles” 
within the meaning of paragraph 104, Tariff Act of 1894, and are 
not “marble slabs.” They are dutiable by the actual cubic foot 
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and not by the constructive measurement provided in said para- 
graph for “slabs.” 

So-called tin-foil or silver foil paper is dutiable as a surface-coated 
not as silver paper. 

Statues, statuettes, and busts, in marble, alabaster, and bronze, 
of familiar subjects, reproduced by amateurs, artisans, or 
mechanical means, are not the “professional productions of a 
statuary or sculptor only ” and are liable to duty at 45 and 35 
per cent. ad valorem respectively, under paragraphs 105 and 177, 
Act of August, 28, 1894. 

Pocket knives and chains, when separately distinguished 
and valued on the invoice, are dutiable separately though 
fastened together. 

Shortage.—No allowance is made for coal jettisoned within 
the limits of the port of arrival. 


Classification of Imported Sugars and Molasses. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
copy of the Regulations issued by the Treasury Department to 
the Collectors of the United States Customs governing the 
sampling and classification of imported sugars and molasses under 
the provisions of the Dingley Tariff Act. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Regulations as to the Importation and Inspection of Tea. 


The Foreign Office have received feom H.M. Ambassador at 
Washington copies of a Treasury circular with regard to the 
importation and inspection of tea ucder the Act of March 2, 1897, 
as follows :— 

The following regulations in regard to the importation and 
iaspection of teas under the Act approved March 2, 1897, are 
hereby prescribed in addition to those contained in Department’s 
circular No. 69, of April 21, 1897. 

I. The following standards are added to Section XIX. of said 
circular : 

17. Canton tea 

18. Scented Canton tea. 

II. Section XIX. is amended by adding after the words 
“extraneous matter” the following: 

“ Provided that siftings from India and Ceylon teas may be 
resifted through a No, 26 sieve of 30 wire to separate needle 
leaf from dust.” 

All India and Ceylon teas now before the Board of General 
Appraisers on protest under Section 6 of the Act of 
March, 2, 1897, may be settled as to dust in accordance 
with the above. 

III. Tea examiners are instructed to compare all Imperials, 
Hysons, coarse leaf Gunpowders, and Extra Young Hysons with 
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the Hyson standard, aud all other Young Hysons and small leaf 
Gunpowders with the Young Hyson standard (green teas). 

IV. The flavour of teas may be considered by the examiners 
of teas only as an index to quality and fitness for consumption, 
ana must not be limited to the particular characteristics of the tea 
district from which the standard comes. 

V. Examiners are instructed not to pass upon samples repre-. 
senting importations of tea sent separately from the importation, 
and not drawn froin the packages by the Customs authorities ox: 
the importers. 


Mexico, 
Declared Value on Consular Invoices. 


The “ Journal Officiel” states the system of specific taxatiow 
serving as the basis of the Mexican Customs Tariff does not allow 
the Government of that couutry to take exact account of the value 
of imported merchandise. The Mexican Cabinet has just 
directed its Consuls abroad to demand from merchaats when making 
out. consular invoices, an exact declaration of the value of their 
goods. False declarations will be punishable by a fine. Customs 
duties will continue to be levied accordingly to weight. 


GUATEMALA. 
Resumption of Specie Payments. 


A report dated 11th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Jenner, H.M. Minister at Guatemala, 
stating that three decrees, having the force of law, have been 
recently issued by the President in the exercise of his extraordinary 
powers. The second decree, which was to come into force on the 
ist January last, provides for the resumption of specie payments 
(see p. 6 of this issue), and Mr. Jenner calls attention to the 
fact that this will be equivalent to a very considerable increase of 
the Customs Duiies leviable in the Import and Export Trade of 
Guatemala a8 compared with the rates which have obtained since 
the establishment of a forced paper currency at the end of last 


May. 
Tarif Changes. 


“ American Trade,” the organ of the National Association of 
Manufacturers of the United States, states that by a special decree 
the temporary remission of duties put into effect last February in 
Guatemala has been made permanent as regards a long list of 
articles, including those given below, which are of special interest. 
The following items are placed upon the free list : 

Advertisements, all kinds, on paper or pasteboard, not framed, 

Cables, iron or steel wire. all sizes. 

Catalogues. 
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Fire extinguishing apparatus. 

Periodicals. 

Pig iron, 

Samples, valueless, or not exceeding 1 dol. 

Seeds, flour and vegetable. 

Wood pulp, rags, etc., for paper manufacture. 

Wrappings, ordinary, when the articles do not pay the duty on 
their gross weight. In bales, the sackcloth, oilcloth, side boards 
and straps shall be considered as wrappings. The tin or zinc 
linings of boxes and their pasteboard, paper, and casings shall, 
also be considered as wrappings if not chargeable with the corre- 
sponding duty. Blankets, sheets, or any other article comprised 
in the tariff shall not be considered as wrappings. 

The following articles shall pay duties as shown on their gross 
weight :— 


Per Kilog 

(2:2 lbs.) 
Books, papercovered- - - - - - Dols. 0°05 
Bricks, furnace- - - 0-014 
Cars, railway, and supplies - 0:02 
Coke - - - - - - - 0:01 
Electric apparatus, except chemicals - - 0:02 
Fence staples and stretchers - slaw 0014 
Filters,Pastcur and others - - - 0:05 
Glass, flat, all colours and sizes- - - - - 0:03 
Harrows - - - - - 0-12 
Houses, wooden oriron= - - - - -- 0:02 
Ink, printing - - - - - - - 0:05 
Iron, wrought, bar, skelpand lin. square- - - 0-01 
Lard - - - - - - - 0:05 
Lightning rods - - - - - - - 0:02 
Locomotives - - - - 0:02 
Millstones - - - - - - 
Paper, unsized, for printing - - - -— - 0-05 
Ploughs and parts of - - 0-02 
Presses, printing and lithograpbing - - 0:02 
Pumps, iron or bronze, not specified - - - - 0-02 
Rakes- - - - - - 0:12 
Roofing, pressed pasteboard - - ei ints 
Slates, and imitations, for echools - - - - 005 
Slates, roofing - - - - - - - - OOL 
Tiles, clay, glass or woode 0-02 
Types, printing - - - - - - - - 0°05 
Water closets, all kinds, without pip - - . 0-10 
Wire, galvanized or copper - - 0-014 


Ecuabor. 
The Trans-Andine Railway Contract. 


With reference to a notice on p. 580 of the ‘Board of Trade 
Journal ” for November last, a report has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. G. Chambers, H.M. Consul at Guayaquil, 
enclosing translation of a decree with reference to the contract for 
the construction of the Trans-Andine railway, as follows: 

Art. 1. The 20 per cent. of the import duties alluded to in the 
first part of Article 84 of the Customs Law shall from the 1st July 
next be deposited in such one of the Banks of Guayaquil as the 
Minister of the Finance may select. 
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Art. 2. The proportions assigned to the participators in the 
revenues of the Custom House will be paid from that date out of the 
general funds. 

The first part of Article 84 of the Customs Law referred to 
authorises 20 per cent. charges on the import duties to be collected 
for the Southern Railway. 

The article further states that such 20 per cent. will be collected 
in all the Custom Houses of the Republic. 


Urvauay. 
High Official Valuation for Customs Duties. 


Mr. A. Grenfell, H. M. Consul at Montevideo, in a report to 
the Foreign Office states that it is now usually the practice of the 
Custom House in Uruguay to put a very high official valuation 
for payment of Customs duty on all articles imported into the 
country. For example:—Iron wire for fencing purposes, the 
market value of which is 12s. 6d. per 100 kilos. (220 lbs.), and 
the official valuation for tariff dues 1/. Os. 10d.; galvanised wire 
has a market value of 18s. 9d. per 100 kilos. but is valued at 
11. 13s. 4d.; ploughs,market value 12s. 6d. each, official value 1/. 10s.; 
steel ploughs are sold in the market at 1/. 9s. 8d. each,and are valued 
officially at 4/. 3s. 4d. ; twine for binders is sold for 21. 17s. 4d. per 
100 kilos., but the official valuation is 6/. 16s. 1d. 

This system of over-valuation for the purpose above-mentioned 
exists throughout the imports, and in ro small degree tends to 
check the commerce and trade of tlie country, for it enhances the 
local market value or sale price of the imported article very con- 
siderably, and not unfrequentiy puts it beyond the reach of the 
ordinary buyer's means. This is especially the case as far as 
British goods are concerued, which are usually higher priced than 
those of a similar nature from other countries, and hence the intro- 
duction of cheap wares, which are generally brought into the 
country from Germany. As regards the exports no such official 
valuation is made, the market value beiug taken as a basis for 
applying the custom dues, which seems a more reasonable 
system.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,020.) 


GRENADA. 
Tariff Modification. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Grenada Colonial 
Secretary’s Office copy of Ordinance by which the additional duty 
of 10 per cent. ad valorem on imports into the Colony is to be 
continued during 1898. 


CaPE COLONY. 


Regulations for Landing of Dogs. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
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the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope enclosing copy of 
a proclamation by Sir Alfred Milner, Governor of Cape Colony, 
notifying the issue of the regulations set forth in the following 
schedule relating to the importation of dogs, in addition to those 
promulgated by proclamation Nos. 299 and 353 dated, respectively, 
the 29th July and the 2nd September 1895. 


Schedule. 


It shall be the duty of every commander of a ship, having on 
board a dog or dogs destined for landing at any port in the Cape 
Colony, to take possession of such animal or animals when the 
ship enters the harbour, and he shall be responsible for the safe 
custody of such animal or animals until they are by him delivered 
to the police or some duly authorised officer of the Department of 
Agriculture, and any person contravening this regulation shall on 
conviction be liable to the penalty provided by the 5th Section of 
the Act, No. 27 of 1893—namely, a fine not exceeding 100/., or ir 
default of payment to imprisonment with or without hard 


labour for any period not exceeding six months unless such fine 
be sooner paid. 
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XXIV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


PROJECTED HarBour WorkKS AT WINDAU. 


A report dated December 23rd last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. Woodhouse, H.M. Consul at Riga 
stating that in view of the extension of the Riga Tuckum Rail« 
way, which is now rapidly approaching completion, a project for 
the reconstruction of the harbour of Windau has recently been 
under discussion, and in the report of a committee of engineers 
directed by the Ministry of Ways and Communications to make a. 
survey of the port, the following suggestions have appeared :— _, 

(A) That the harbour be protected by two moles, one to the 
north and the other to the south of the channel. 

(B) That the channel be dredged to a depth of 25 ft., with a 
minimum width of 75 fathoms, in order that vessels drawing 22 ft 
might enter the port without danger or difficulty, and also that 
they might have sufficient room for manwuvring. That the depth 
in the harbour and alongside the quays be not less than 24 ft., 


and that the width of the river at the projected quays be increased 
to 60 fathoms. 


(C) ‘That the improvements of the port of Windau be executed 
iu such a manner that no difficulty would be experienced in case 
it was eventually found necessary to deepen the harbour to 26 it. 

(D) That the port of Windau be furnished with an ice-breaker. 

There seems to be but little doubt that these suggestions will 
be carried into effect, and it is stated on good authority that the 
Imperial Government has granted 80,000/. for the purpose. 


TRANSPORT CHARGES OF KEROSENE FROM BAKU. 


A report dated 4th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. P. Stevens, H.M. Consul at Batoum, 
stating that the newspapers of the Caucasus signify the intention 
of the Government to reduce the tariff for the transport of 
kerosene by rail, from Baku to Batoum, from 19 to 12 kopecks 
per poud. 

It would appear, however, that this reduction was not to take 
place until the 1/13th January, 1898, although in commercial 
circles it was held that the lower rate would be introduced without 
any further loss of time. 

A further report dated 18th December last has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. P. Stevens, stating that it is 
reported at Batoum that the above reduction came into force on 
the 15th December last. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| { 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Jan. 1898] DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 75 


OPENING OF THE VoLOGDA-ARCHANGEL RAILWAY. 


A report dated 14th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, 
transmitting a despatch from the British Vice-Consul at Arch- 
angel, reporting the opening of the Vologda-Archangel Railway 
on the 29th November last. 

The new railway, 594'91 versts (3944 miles) in length, will very 
beneficially affect the material condition of the population of the 
province of Archangel, which has hitherto periodically suffered 
trom a failure of the rye and barley crops. On these occasions 
the cereals in question, which form the staple food of the 
inhabitants, rose to famine prices, in consequence of the cost and 
ditficulty of obtaining further supplies from the Volga districts 
during winter, at which season, in calamitous times, the demand 
for grain was greatest. 

The railway just opened will remove this great disadvantage 
at which the population of Archangel has hitherto been placed, 
and in times of scarcity it will bring rye and barley within 
reach of the natives at moderate prices. 

It is not expected that the new line of rail will benefit to 
any appreciable extent either the export or import trade of the 
port of Archangel, nor will it, owing to its circuitous direction, 
facilitate the supply of frozen game, fish, and other food pro- 
ducts to the market of St. Petersburg. These will still continue 
to be brought to the capital direct by road. 

A scheme was recently under consideration to connect St. 
Petersburg with Archangel by a direct line of rail which, starting 
from that capital, would run through Petrozavodsk, chief town 
of the neighbouring province of Olonelsk, and terminate at Kem 
on the White Sea, with branches extending from the Kem to 
Archangel in one direction, and to the Murman Coast on the 
other, on which latter the most important point would be the 
harbour of Catherine, situated in the Kola estuary, and now in 
construction. This railway when undertaken, and sooner or later 
it will be called into existence, will be of considerable strategical 
importance. 

The realisation, however, of the scheme has been at present 
deferred. 


New German §S.S. Line to THE Far East. 


A report dated.3rd January last has been received at the Foreign 
Oftice from Mr. W. Ward, H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, 
stating that the ‘‘ Hamburg-American Steamship Company,” in 
view of the increase of German trade with Japan, China, and 
other parts of the Far East, which has been taking place of recent 
years, and of the expected further development of commercial 
relations between Germany and those countries, has decided to 
establish at once a direct monthly line of steamers between Ham- 
burg, Penang, Singapore, Hong Kong, Yokohama, Hiogo, etc. 
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The first steamer of this Eastern-Asiatic service of the “ Ham- 
burg-American Steamship Company” will be despatched from 
Hamburg on 25th January. 1898. 

The Bremen “North German Lloyd Steamship Company ’’ 
has, for some years already, had a line of steamships running 
monthly from Bremerhaven to Chinese and Japanese ports which 
is subventioned by the German Government, and which, in the 
course of the present year, will probably be changed to a fort- 
nightly line. 

It may perhaps be added, that the steamers of the “Hamburg- 
American Line” which will be employed in the Eastern-Asiatic: 
service are vessels measuring each about 4,000 register tons. 


Spies MEASUREMENTS IN GERMANY AND GREAT BRITAIN. 


The following is a translation, received through the Foreign 
Office, of the regulations in force for the mutual acceptance of 
ships’ measurements in Germany and Great Britain :— 

An agreement having been arrived at between the German 
Empire and Great Britain for the mutual recognition of ships’ 
measurements in consequence of the coming into force of the 
German Ships’ Measurement Regulations of the 1st March, 1895, 
the merchant vessels of the two countries will be treated as follows:— 

(i) In German ports the measurements given in the certificates 
of British ships drawn up on or after the 26th August, 1889 
(Certificates of British Registry) will be accepted without further 
measurement being required. 

In the case of certificates of British vessels drawn up before 
the 26th August, 1889, only the data in regard to the space under 

-the tonnage deck are to be accepted without further measurement 
being required. In order to ascertain the gross tonnage, the 
dimensions of all other inclosed spaces which should be included 
in the gross tonnage are to be ascertained in accordance with the 

- German Ships’ Measurement Regu’a‘ions of March Ist, 1895. In 

order to ascertain the net tonnage, the spaces which may be 
deducted are likewise to be ascertained in accordance with the 

Ships’ Measurement Regulations of March Ist, 1895, and are to 

be deducted. 

2. In British ports, in accordance with the order in Council of 
the 22nd February, 1896, national tonnage certificates of German 
vessels drawn vp on or alter the Ist July, 1895, and cata of 
measurement ascertained in accordance with the Ships’ Measure- 
ments Regulations of March Ist, 1895, and contained in ships’ 
certificates or other German ships’ papers, will be accepted in the 
same manner, to the same extent, and to the same purposes, with- 
out. further measurement being required, as the tonnage data in 
the certificates of British vessels. 

The same rule applies to the older tonnage certificates of 
German sbips drawn up before the 1st July, 1895, but after the 1st 
Janualy 1873, including the special tonnage certificates of German 
steamers drawn up in accordance with section 17 of the Ships’ 
Measurement Regulations of the 20th June 1888, the British 
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system of deduction as regards the engine rooms, boilers, and coal 
holds being adopted, and also to the corresponding tonnage data 
in German ships’ certificates or other ships’ papers. German 
steamers which do not possess a special tonnage certificate of the 
aforesaid description, but have only a regular national tonnage 
certificate drawn up before the Ist July, 1895, may, as hitherto, 
require that the deductions to be made in respect to the engine 
rooms, boilers, and coal holds shall be ascertained in accurdance. 
with the British Regulations. 


Deroéts oF TAR IN BELGIUM. 


A despatch dated 3rd December last has been received at the- 
Foreign Office, from Sr F. R. Plunkett, H. M. Minister at Brussels, . 
transmitting copies of a Royal Decree, dated November 22nd, and 
published in the ‘‘ Moniteur Belge,” which places depots of tar in: 
the cvtegory of dangerous establishments, 


Bounty ON FLAX AND IJEMF IN FRANCE. 


A despatch dated December 20th has b2en received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris,. 
transmitting extract from the “Journal Officiel,” containing a 
decree of the French Ministry of Agriculture by which the: 
bounty granted to cultivators of flax and hemp in Fiance is: 
fixed, for the year 1897, at 78°50 frances per hectare. 


MODIFICATIONS OF FRENCH LEGAL CODE IN THE 
CASE uF COLLISIONS AT SEA, 


A despatch dated 20th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, H. M. Ambassador at 
Paris, enclosing copy of extract from the “ Journal Mfficiel” of 19th 
December last containing Law modifying Art. 407 of the Commer- 
cial Code with regard to the legal procedure in cases of collisions 
at sea by the addition thereto of a provision as follows :— 

“Tu the case of a collision, the plaintiff may issue his summons 
for either the Court of the district where the defendant lives or 
that of the French port where either one of the vessels first. 

ut in. 
pe If the collision took place within the boundaries of French: 
waters, the summons may be issued also for the Cou:t within the 
jurisdiction of which the collision took place.” 

The Law also contains a modification of Art. 433 of the Code: 
with regard to the period of the limitation for actions brought by 
passengers for injury or delay incurred during the voyage. 
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ProposeD NEw BREAKWATER AT BARCELONA. 


A report dated 4th December last bas been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. Frederick Roberts, H.M. Consul at 
Barcelona, transmitting a cutting and translation from “ El Diario 
de Barcelona” notifying that a new breakwater will shortly be 
constructed on the eastern side of the harbour of Barcelona. The 
proposed new breakwater will, it is hoped,do much to mitigate the 
present dangerous condition of the harbour, when the wind is blow- 
ing from the south-east, at which times such rough water exists in 
the port that steamers frequently part their moorings and collide 
with one another. 


Tre New Dock at BARCELONA. 


A report dated 3rd December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Barcelona, enclosing translation 
of an announcement in the “ Diario de Barcelona,” reporting that 
the first section of the floating dock for the harbour of that port 
was successfully launched on the 2nd December from the works 
of the constructors, the “Compania Maquinista Terrestere y 
Maritima,” and in the course of next year it is fully expected that 
the other two sections will be completed, and the whole be placed 
in position in the basin prepared for it. This dock is said to differ 
very materially from the one iately constructed in England for 
Havana, in that the Barceiona one, being capable of submersion, 
not only floats the vessel to be cleaned, but places it also on the 
slip, and by repeating this action for so long as there is room for 
ships on the slip, various vessels can be worked at one time, 
whereas it aypears that in the one at Havana the vessel to be 
cleaned has to rest all the time in the dock, so that none other can 
enter until the vessel already in has been completely finished. 


THE UNDEVELOPED INDUSTRIES Or HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated 25th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Beauclerk, H.M. Consul-General at 
Budapest, enclosing copy of circular of the Hungarian Commercial 
Museum on the subject of the undeveloped industries of Hungary. 

This circular states that the National Industrial Association is 
at present undertaking an important inquiry with a view to 
discovering the best means of giving a fresh impetus to native 
industry and national production. 

Many branches of industry are not yet represented at all in 
Hungary; or they are inadequate for the requirements of the 
consumption of the country, and capitalists will not be slow to 
recognise that new enterprises can be profitably launched in the 
midst of a market ready prepared for them. 

The Hungarian Commercial Museum commenced its career ten 
years ago by a national exhibition of railway material, the results 
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of which were extremely satisfactory, and a similar special exhi- 
bition is now in course of preparation for ship-building. Other 
special exhibitions will follows. 

A committee of inquiry has been formed, and has commenced 
its labours. 

The results already arrived at are as follows: It has been 
ascertained that in the iron industry the articles principally 
imported from abroad are— 


(1) Iron Industry. 

Sheet iron, brass wire and rods, small shot, cast steel, carriage 
axles, steel portions of waggons, forks and files, tinned and cast 
steel vessels; mortars, irons, latches, etc.; screws, nails, spur- 
moulds, locks, door and window fastenings, tools and planes. The 
importations are valued at 15 million gulden per annum. 


(2).— Miscellaneous. 

Knives and forks, razors, penknives, combs, hair-pins, fancy 
leather-work, revolvers, pistols; buttons in metal, mother-of-pearl 
horn, vegetable ivory and tissue, whalebone and its imitations, 
pocket-books ; cane and rush articles. Of these the value ? of 
imports amounts to 20 million gulden. 


(3).—Other Miscellaneous. 

Gloves, spoons, ladders, belts, whips, and whip-handles, scissors, 
pipe-stems, pipes, tooth-brushes, cigar and cigarette holders} and 
cigarette-paper, canes, cartridges, iron cups, waxed cloth, dolls, 
school knapsacks, frames, purses, games of chess and dominoes, 
tennis balls, statuettes, goloshes. 

These imports exceed an annual sum of 13 million gulden. 


(4).— Drapery. 
Silk and cotton ribbons, linen and cotton lace, embroidery and 
neck-ties, amounting to 17 million gulden. 


5.—Teaxtiles. 

Cotton thread, sewing thread, woollen thread, knitting thread, 
millinery, and calicos are imported for 25,000,000 gulden, and 
bead trimmings for 1,700,000 gulden. 

Linen sheetings, cotton sheetings, velvets, and toys are also 
imported to a considerable figure. 

The total of importations as above given may be reckoned at 
not less than 200,000,000 gulden (over 16,500,0007. sterling) and 
all the manufactures could without any difficulty be undertaken 
at home. 

Many other matters have yet to be considered, and when the 
inquiry is terminated all its conc!usions will be published together ; 
in the meanwhile, information will be freely accorded to foreigners. 

Account will be taken of the creation of the most promising 
new industries, as well as of the advisability of the enlaigement 
or amalgamation of existing enterprises. 
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Nothing will be recommended which does not offer every chance 
of success, after a scrupulous study of the condition of the market, 
and the abundance of raw material. Capitalists may count upon 
the co-operation of Hungarian merchants, who are well disposed 
to give preference to native industries. 

The Hungarian Government desires to see only the creation of 
enterprises able to suppoit themselves; but to such it will afford 
its f illest sympathy, the favours guaranteed by Jaw, and all possible 
preference in supplies fur the State and public, institutions; and 
in certain cases of particularly important enterprises, means will 
probably be found for granting exceptional encouragement. 


TRADE GUILDS IN BULGARIA. 


A despatch dated 31st December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Eiliot, H.M. Minister at Sofia, 
~ transmitting translation of a Law passed in the recent session of 

the Sobranje for the estanlishment of Trade Guilds. Under this 
Law, all persons, whether natives or foreigners, must become 
menibers of a guild if they desire to practice in Bulgaria in any 
of the trades enumerated in the following list, viz:—Tailors and 
woollen drapers, bootmakers, coopers, stone cutters and masons, 
carpenters and joiners, carpet and blanket makers, founders and 
ironworkers, saddlers and harness makers, rope makers, soap and 
-candle makers, furriers and hat makers, clockmaxers and 
jewellers, tanners, dyers, boilermakers, carriers, potters and brick- 
‘makers, tinplate workers, bakers, hairdressers, confectioners, 
\printers and binders, 


« 


ProJECTED New RaILWAys IN BULGARIA. 


A despatch Gated 28th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, H.M. Minister at Sofia, stating 
that the Sobranje has sanctioned the construction of the following 
lines of railway :— 

Radomir.— Kustendil, in tne direction of Kumanovo. 

Radomir.—Dubnitsa, in the direction of Jumaia ; preparations 
being thus made for the junction with the Turkish lines in 
Macedonia by either route: 

Mezdra—Lom Palanka—Widdin : 
Sistov—gradishte—Tirnovo. 

For the Trans-Balkan railway the Government were directed to 
have studies made of the Tirnovo-Sevlievo-Gabrovo-Shipka line, 
upon the construction of which the House will come to a decision 
next session. The French engineer, M. Etienne, of the Départ- 
ment des Ponts et Chaussées, who has spent several months in 
Bulgaria at the invitation of the Government, reported in t.vour 
of the above line, although in consequence of a tunnel of 7 kilo- 
metres which must be made, the cost will be nearly twice as 
much as that of a line by the alternative route frem Tirnovo to 
Nova Zagora. 
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CLEARANCE OF GOODS AT STAMBOUL. 


With reference to a notice on the discharge of cargo at 
Stamboul Custom House, on p. 641 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for December last, a further despatch dated 
6th December has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, stating that the 
immediate consequence of the increased facilities for discharging, 
which have enabled as many as 7 or 8 lighters to be discharged 
per diem, has been a considerable congestion of merchandise in 
the warehouses. The remedy foi this lays in obtaining temporary 
warehousing accommodation and expediting the inspection and 
estimation of goods in the Custom House with 2 view to a rapid 
clearance of goods from the depots. 

To effect this the following measures have been adopted :— 

1. The depot space has been enlarged. 

2. Fifty extra hamals have been engaged. 

3. The clerical staft has been considerably increased. 

4. A new door has been opened in one of the warehouses to 
facilitate clearances. 

5. The close examination of goods exercised since the recent 
‘bomb outrages has been relaxed. 

6. Riza Bey, President of the Council at the Customs Depart- 
ment, and Mehmet Ali Bey, Assistant Director, have been 
specially told off to temporarily superintend the working of the 
warehouses for British goods, and have been personally supervising 
the transaction of business and issuing strict orders to their 
‘subordinates to expedite matters. 

Sir P. Currie adds: “With reference to a statement of the 
Chamber of Commerce that while British goods meet with 
difficulties, the goods from the Austrian Lloyd ships are landed 
without any delay, I may explain that the reason of this apparent 
proof of partiality may be found in the fact that the Austrian 
goods being packed in small boxes, two or three of which can be 
‘carried by one porter, the warehouse formalities take much less 
time than in the case of the Jarge bales of English goods, each of 
which requires some ten men to handle it.” 


PRoposED CANAL FROM GALVESTON TO HovsTON. 


A report dated 11th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office fiom H.M. Consul at Galveston, U.S.A., enclosing 
-copy of extract from the “Galveston News,” which states that the 
Secretary of War has forwarded to Congress the report on the 
‘construction and survey of the waterway from the mouth of the 
jetties at Galveston through the existing canal and up Buffalo 
Bay on to Houston, and for a harbour at or near Houston. The 
report places the total cost of the projected work at 4,000,000 dols. 

The report says the saving on freight actually using the Galves- 
ton entrance is but a small measure of the value of the improve- 
ment to farming communities of the neighbouring states, as rail 
wates to the seaboard would be necessarily affected. 
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New SS. Lines To Gatveston, U.S.A. 


A report dated 30th November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from HM. Consul at Galveston, stating that a 
contract has recently been signed by the Missouri, Kansas, and 
Texas Trust Company, for a line of steamers to be run between 
European ports and the new port of Port Arthur, in connection 
with the Kansas City, Pittsburg, and Gulf Railroad. 

The company is to be known as the Port Arthur Trans-Atlantic 
Steamship Company. 

The first steamer was expected to sail on Christmas Day, and is 
prepared to carry first-class passengers as well as freight. 

She will touch first at Liverpool, next at Hamburg, and finally 
at Rotterdam, and, returning, this route will be reversed. 

It is expected that the vessels will bring from Europe all kinds 
of merchandise and manufactures, and a strong bid is to be made 
for passenger traffic in competition with the Atlantic ports. 

Outward the steamers will carry grain, provisions, cotton, 
lumber, and other products of the Southern and Western States. 

The negotiations for the establishment of the line have been 
pending for some time, and have the assistance of one of the 
largest grain exporting firms in the country. 

Until the Ship Canal from Port Arthur to Sabine Pass is com- 
pleted, which will not be for at least a year, the steamers will be 
loaded from lighters in Sabine Lake. 

After the completion of the Canal, it is is expected that they 
will be able to go directly up to Port Arthur and load at the docks. 

The tonnage of the vessels to be used will range from 2,500 to 
5,000 tons, and there will be regular sailings from Port Arthur and 
Rotterdam every two weeks with extra sailings as occasion 
demands. 

Immigrants from Europe are also to be brought by these vessels 
as well as freight. 

In addition to this line to Europe a service of steamers was to 
be put on by the same company on December 5th to run tc 
Mexican ports, via Galveston, and, later, one to South American 
ports is proposed. 


THE SaIrPiInGc TRADE OF GALVESTON. 


A report dated 11th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Horace D. Nugent, H. M. Consul at 
Galveston (U.S.A.), enclosing extract from the “ Galveston News,” 
which states that the foreign tonnage cleared from Galveston 
during the first three months and seven days of the present season 
has exceeded the entire season of 1895-96 by 33,000 tons. 

The total foreign tonnage loaded in 1895-96 was 307,762 and 
was made up with 187 steamers. During the present season to 
date a few less steamer: cleared (179), but the foreign tonnage has 
reached 340,100, thus indicating again an increase in the facilities 
of the port. It took until January 9 last year to reach the same 
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point in tha matter of tonnage that has been reached this year 
in three months and seven days, thus showing that Galveston 
continues to grow in impurtance as 2 port. 

On 7th December last year only 153 steamers had cleared from 
Galveston, against 79 the same day of the previous year. 

The season of 1895-96 was the first year in which the dreams of 
deep water began to be realised, but it was not until September, 
1896, that there was anything like the present depth on the bar, 
Since then the water has deepened until now there is nearly 
twenty-six feet at mean low tide. That is the cause of the 
marvellous increase in tonnage and the size of the steamers coming 
to the port. Galveston can accommodate anything that floats 
’ except the later additions to the trans-Atlantic fleet, and with a 

little labour on the channel even these could be accommodated, 
New York has but thirty feet of water, but is asking the Govern- 
ment to give five feet more to accommodate the big ocean liners o 
recent building. 


GERMAN COMPETITION WITH BritisH TRADE IN URUGUAY. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. A. Grenfell, H.M. Consul 
at Montevideo (Annual Series, 2,020), some interesting informa- 
tion is given as to the origin of the goods imported from foreign 
countries into Uruguay. Mr. Grenfell states that much has been 
said ot the.want of enterprise and the proper study of ithe mark ets 
wherein the British merchant has his dealings, but such an 
accusation cannot be brought with justice against those who carry 
on business and represent British commerce in Uruguay. The 
large percentage of the whole import trade of the country would 
be sufficient to refute such a charge on the face of it. It would be 
well to bear in mind that the competition which British commerce 
has to struggle against at present is much greater now than it was 
some years ago. Formerly the Italians were not so numerous as 
they are at present (forming, perhaps, half the population of 
Uruguay), nor were there any mercantile houses of importance as 
there are now, which supply the wants of their fellow countrymen, 
as well as those of the native population, with certain cheap 
articles which the British merchant probably finds a difficulty in 
providing. Germany closely studies the market and imitates what 
she thinks she can sell under the name of British-made goods, 
although of an inferior quality and price. 

Great Britain stands alone in the imports of sweet biscuits, tea, 
oilskins, cloth and carpets, cotton drawers, soda, and jute, and alinost 
alone in canvas bags, iron safes, nortmanteaus, window glass, and 
tin and zinc plates. First also in the imports of sugar, kersey- 
meres, baize and cotton stuffs, mixed wuollens, saddlery and 
harness, felt and silk hats, cotton and linen handkerchiefs, 
woollen qniltings and woollen rugs, prepared sheepskins, 
agricultural tools (except scythes), threshing machines, spades 
and picks, string and thread, linseed and machine oils, iron 
bars and plates, and ironmongery. In some branches of import, 
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however, Great Britain is not represented at all, or to a very 
slight extent, such as sheet glass, which comes entirely from 
Germany and Belgium, and starch, of which Germany supplies 
50 per cent. and Belgium 25 per cent. 

In some other articles German traders have outstripped British 
ones. Such is the case with linen shirtings,which come nearly all from 
Germany, and hardly any from Great Britain, and also with mixed 
woollen and cotton ponchos (cloaks), an article much in use by 
the lower classes of Uruguay, and in the supply of which Great 
Britain has given way to Germany. Germany is now also first in 
the supply of linen collars, cuffs, and socks, sulphates and 
carbonates of potash, wire fur fencing purposes, printing paper, 
and cotton quiltings. 

On the whole Great Britain holds the prominent position she: 
has hitherto held as regards the imports, for out of a total of 
5,431,930. she has contributed no less than 1,548,377/., or 28 per: 
cent. of the whole. 

The most formidable European rival that Great Britain has in 
the import trade is Germany, which imports 585,168/., France 
comes next with 529,7411., then Italy with 485,816/. 


TRADE OF THE CoNGo. 

A despatch dated 10th December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at Brussels, 
transmitting copy of the “ Bulletin Officiel de l‘Etat Indépendent 
du Congo,” from which it appears that the value of the imports 
with the Congo States via the Chiloango and the Luculla, for the 


' six months ending 31st August, 1897, was 194,236 franes (7,769/.), 


the value of the import duties levied during that period having 
amounted to 47,651 francs (1,906/.) 


TRADE OF THE CAMEROONS IN 1896. 

A despatch dated 2nd December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Viscount Gough, H. M. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Berlin, giving statistics (taken from the “Official Colonial Gazette”) 
of the trade of Cameroon during the year 1896, according to which 
the total value of the goods imported into the protectorate was 
267,9451. and of goods exported 198,0651. The prixcipal articles 
of import were as follows :—textiles 52,000/.; rum and spirits: 
37,000/.; arms and ammunition 12,000/.; groceries 27,0001. ; 
iron wares 16,000/. ; tobacco 15,000/,; salt 14,0007. ; coin 11,0002. 
building wood 14,000/.; furniture 6,0001.; rice 8,0007. The 
princival articles of export were palm nuts 66,000/.; palm oil 
49,0007 ; rubber 53,0001.; and ivory 18,0001. beginning 
has been made with coffee planting and the value of the coffee 
exports was a little over 1007. Tobacco was also exported to 
the value of 8007. 

It will be remarked that the value of the goods imported 
exceeded the value of the exports very considerably and that a. 
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large amount of the goods imported were either for the use of 
Europeans, or were spirituous liquors. 


CURRENCY IN MOocAMBIQUE. 


A report dated October 23 last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Beira, stating that the question of the 
coinage in circulation within the territory of Mccambique is 
regulated by local decrees. 

These decrees permit the circulation only of Portuguese silver 
coins, but no steps have been taken to hinder the ciiculation of 
English silver, nor has its import been prohibited except by the 
imposition of an import duty of ten per cent. A large quantity of 
English silver is in circulation in the Beira district, but only @ 
very little Transvaal silver is used, although no active steps have 
been taken against its circulation. The local managers of the 
banks state that there is no demand for Transvaal silver coins. 

The total amount of British silver current in the district, 7.¢., 
— Beira and Massikessi, is estimated at one thousand pounds 
sterling. 

P The circulation of tupees is forbidden, and punished by heavy 
ne. 


RAILWAYS IN SyRIA.—OPENING FOR BriTISH CAPITAL. 


A report dated 23rd November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. R. Drummond Hay, H.M. Consul-General 
at Beirut, stating that-the Concessionnaires of the Syria Ottoman 
Railway Company have ceded to the Ottoman Government the 
line and all the rolling stock and materials belonging to it, after 
securing the restitution of ten thousand Turkish pounds deposited. 
as caution money. 

On the 1st November last, Osman Nouri Effendi, Ottoman 
controller of the railroad at Caiffa, received instructions from the 
Minister of Public Works to take immediate possession of all the 
property of the Company in the name of the Government. 

The concession for the construction of the railroad was granted 
in 1891 for ninety-nine years to Yusef Elias, a Turkish subject, and 
J. Pilling, an Englishman, who formed a company with a share 
capital of €00,000/. The line was to be completed by 
November, 1895, but up to that date only five miles of rails were 
laid, and a stone bridge constructed over the river Kishon. Since: 
then the works have been virtually at a standstill, and the line 
allowed to fall into a ruinous condition. : 

The failure of this promising enterprise may be attributed entirely 
to mismanagement, and the consequent lack of funds. 

The 120 miles of country through which the line would have 
passed comprises some of the most fertile regions in Syria, without 
any serious engineering difficulties to be surmounted. 

Direct communication between Damascus and the sea by rail 
through the rich grain districts of the Jordan Valley and the 


> 
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Hauron would develop the trade and agriculture of Syria to an 
incalculable extent, and Caiffa would eventually rival Beirut and 
become the principal trading port on the coast between Smyrna 
and Port Said. 

It is to be hoped, therefore, that the undertaking will not be 
abandoned, and that it may be resuscitated by British capitalists 
for the sake of the trade with Syria, which would undoubtedly reap 
immense benefits from a new trade route by rail from the 
convenient sea port of Caiffa into the heart of the country. 


THE TRADE cF Satcon (Cocuin Curna). 


A report dated 4th November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Saigon, with reference to the 
trade in certain articles in his district. The Consul states that, 
generally speaking, the “Tarif” severely handicaps all foreign 
manufactures ; it is the general tariff of France, rather emphasised 
for the colony. 

Ironwork and Machinery.—The first dozen items in this list 
bear a duty of from 6 francs to 40 francs per 100 kilos. Large 
quantities of every kind of ironwork are used in the colony, nearly 
all imported from France, if not manufactured there. The items 
are imported mostly ready for use. The ‘‘ Messageries Fluviales ” 
do a fair amount of casting in all metals, and the arsenal 
is capable of almost any heavy work. Besides the two 
establishments named above, there are two fairly large “ machine 
shops” in Saigon, and Chinese have innumerable smaller establish- 
ments, which turn out a surprising amount and assortment of 
work. 

Lead and Shot.—That used is mostly English, but the import 
must be very moderate. 

Silk is exported from Saigon in its raw state. 

Cotton Spinning.—There is nothing but native methods. 

Elastic Webs, Gimps, Tapes, Hosiery, are all imported direct 
from France, at prices with which no foreign manufacturerer can 
compete. 

Colours, Chemicals, Chinaware.—Paints, colours, and varnish 
are manufactured, but they do not seem to prove a financial 
success: there is a fairly large establishment which exports « 
considerable quantity of soap to neighbouring colonies. 

Coal Mining.—In Tonkin, at the Kebao and Hougay mines, 
there is a large output of a species of anthracite ; opinions differ 
as to its value ; the principal export is to Hongkong and the West 
Coast of America. Patent fuel is made in large quantities by 
both mines. 

; ward has been attempted, but turned out a failure finan- 
cially. 

Tanning.—Chinese and natives get out a considerable quantity 
of leather of an inferior quality, but it is good enough for native 
use, apparently, and even Europeans put up with it on account of 
its cheapness. 
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Dueing.—Natives do this very well indeed, and in very neautiful 
colours, 

Carriages.—There are no less than three fairly large carriage- 
building establishments carried on by Europeans, besides a large 
number, 30 at least, owned by Chinese. 

The former deal in everything pertaining to the trade, all of 
which is imported from F'rance, free of duty ; while, as an extreme 
example, varnished leather pays a duty of 190 francs per 100 kilos. 

Chinese build carts and the common sort of carriages ; they make 
their own iron work from French imported bars, ina manner and 
at a price that it would probably be difficult, if not impossible to 
compete with. 

Clocks.—The country swarms with all sorts of cheap American 
and other models. 

Boots and Shoes.—The population that wear shoes is small, as 
is also the population that wears much clothing. 

Confectionery is naturally all French. 


MINING IN New CALEDONIA, 


A report dated 20th October last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Capt. Harford, H.M. Consul at Noumea (New 
Caledonia), forwarding a statement that has just been published in 
Noumea, showing the amount of mineral exported from New 
Caledonia since last Januzry, as follows :— 


Tons, 
Cobalt - - - - 3,226 
Nickel - ~ - - 41,185 
Chrome - - - - 8,050 
Silver Lead - - - - 2 


While the recent investigations on behalf of the “ International 
Mining Company” have thoroughly established the fact of the 
entire island being, for nickel, copper, chrome, and cobalt, probably 
the most valuable storehouse in the world, the labour question 
must not be overlooked and it is probably a fact that unless 
convict labour can be guaranteed, mining operations of any 
description must be uncertain. 

Canaque labour is valued at 30 francs a month (if he is provided 
for by the employer) Libérés, and Chinese 5 francs per day, and 
free white labourers cannot be obtained under 5/. or 6/. a month, 
and everything found for them. 

As the Canaque labour is absolutely useless without a white man 
to superintend, and the Chinese labour is only good if you can 
maintain a cclony of them, Libérés and free labourers are all that 
can be depended on, and of this element the supply is limited, 


OFFICIAL ENCOURAGEMENT TO TRADE IN JAPAN. 


In a recent report on the trade of Japan by Mr. Byron 
Brenan, C.M.G., it is stated that in all branches of the adminis- 
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tration the keenest attention appears to be given to the promotion 

_and publication of every measure that can tend directly or 
indirectly towards the advancement of the industrial capacity of 
the people, and to the development of foreign trade. 

One of the great departments of the Government presided 
over by a Cabinet Minister is specially charged witi all matters 
relating to agriculture and commerce. Almost all others 
incider.tally to their special functions give close attention to the 
best markets of the world for ihe supply of their requirements, 
and by the publication of the sources of supply give lessons to 
private purchasers, as to where they should go to fulfil their own 
requirements. The Department of Foreign Affairs publishes 
numerous Consular reports. The appointment of commercial 
attachés to the missions abroad is constantly advocated ; experts 
in various trades and sciences are frequently sent abroad for 
purposes of investigation under Government protection, if not 
wholly at Government expense; Chambers of Commerce, fostered 
by the Government, exist in every great city, and substantial 
pecuniary assistance can generally be readily obtained by any 
company venturing into new fields of industry. Public add: esses 
on the part of Cabinet Ministers, prominent officials, and public 
men not in the service of the Government, are frequently founded 
on the text, “It is by commercial development that Japan’s name 
must de made great in the world, and to ;secure that development 
the first step is the advancement of her own material and 
industrial capacity.” 

Trade is hampered by no internal and by but few and trifling 
export duties; no official has any power or scope for illegal 
exactions; flourishing banks with abundant capital have agencies 
in every town, and advances are made by them on what from the 
Japanese point of view is very moderate interest; facilities of 
transport have already been largely provided both by rail and 
water, and are yearly growing, and postal and telegraph facilities 
are abundant, cheap and fairly efficient. Industrial exhibitions, 
both national and local, are frequently organised and meet with 
great support from the Government; and by them not only are 
producers enabled to see and examine the best specimens of each 
manufacture or natural product, but the liberal bestowal of medals 
and diplomas adds a keen incentive to the improvement of what 
each can already do. Nothing, in fact, that Government patronage 
and interest can do to encourage legitimately the commercial and 
industrial tendencies of the people is left undone, and if the 
Japanese fail to attain the high position amorg the trading nations 
which now appears to ke a national ambition as strong, and a3 
mastering as that for military glory, it will be only the fault of the 
people themselves and not that of their rulers. 

The result of such encouragement to trade has been most marked. 
In 26 years, the period which may be said to have elapsed since 
the final overthrow of the last relics of feudalism and the firm 
establishment of the centralised Imperial Government, the value 
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of the foreign trade of Japan has grown from 48,000,000 to 
288,000,000 dols.—(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 44.) 


JAPANESE EMIGRATION TO PERU. 


A despatch dated November 19th last has been received from 
Mr. Alfred St. John, H.M. Acting Consul-General at Lima, report- 
ing the arrival of the representative of a company of emigration 
agents of 'l'okio, who has made arrangements with several Peruvian 
sugar estate owners for the conveyance of at least 500 Japanese 
labourers to Peru. 

It is stated that they will be sent to Peru by a line of steamers 
which, according to the agent, it is the intention of a Japanese 
company to establish between Japan and South America. The 
object of this scheme is not only to relieve the congested districts 
of Japan, but eventually to open a direct trade with South 
America, 


a 
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XXV.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Tue Linen TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
vublished in the “Irish Textile Journal,” there was very little 
change in the general condition of the market during November. 
Business was sustained throughout the various branches, though 
towards the end of the month a quieter tendency was noticeable. 
Prices were quotably unchanged and generally firm at recent 
figures. 

In bleached and finished linens the home demand was quiet, 
as is usual at the time of year, though labour troubles perhaps 
accentuated the quietness of the season. 

A moderate amount of business was done with the various 
Continental markets, but in view of stocktaking there were signs 
of a falling-off, and not much change was looked forward to in the 
near future. According to the Board of Trade returns the value 
of the exports to Germany for November was 4 per cent., and 
France nearly 10 per cent. less than for the same period of last 

ear. 
Though business with the United States at best was quiet, there 
was perhaps a shade more done with that market. 

Quietness characterised the majority of the miscellaneous 
markets, the only improvements compared with the corresponding 
month of last year having been in the case of the British East 
Indies (72 per cent.), Australia (15 per cent.), and Canada (90 per 
cent. in values). The Foreign West Indies on the other hand 
showed a decline of 43 per cent., whilst the South American 
markets were all quieter. 

For the eleven months ended 30th November the exports of 
piece goods from the United Kingdom showed a decrease of 4 per 
cent. in quantity and value as compared with the corresponding 


period of 1896. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL, 


The “Canal de Suez” bulletin of the 2nd January last 
publishes tables which show that the number of vessels which 
passed the canal during the twelve months ending December 31, 
1897, was 2,986, as compared with 3,409 in 1896, and 3,434 in 
1895. The receipts show a corresponding falling off—having 
amounted to 72,836,830 francs in 1897, as compared with 
79,569,994 francs in 1896, and 78,103,716 in 1895. 


| 
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BriTIsH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN Paris. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of the monthly circular 
of the British Chamber of Commerce in Paris, containing the text 
of the memorandum forwarded to the Commercial Intelligence 
Committee as a supplement to the Chamber’s Statement of Replies 
to the Board of Trade Circular of the 27th August last, as well as 
information with regard to the Canadian Reciprocal ‘'ariff of 1897, 
statistics of Anglo-French trade, etc. 


Import oF Pic IRoN aND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FKOM THE UNITED STATES. 

According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month from 
January to December, 1897, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Steel Unwrought. 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantitv.| Value. 
1897. Tons. £ Tons. £ 
January 9,022 21,152 3,193 15,926 
February - 7,733 18,099 6,868 82,723 
3,701 10,555 2,032 
April - 8,060 18,076 5,308 28,851 
7,024 15,479 2,821 16,840 
July - - re 8,251 6,755 1,186 5,641 
August - 5,220 10,934 326 1,801 
September = 2,199 5,255 665 3,518 
October - - = 6,797 15,552 530 3,181 
November - 15,347 84,988 97 1,469 
December - 18,785 82,685 298 1,966 


Russtan Crops 1n 1897. 


“L’Economiste d’Orient” states that, according to an official 
report on the Russian harvest (Caucasus and Poland included), the 
following table shows the yield of the last season’s crops :— 


Pouds.* 
Rye - - - - - 946,047,000 
Winter wheat - - - - 156,680,000 
Spring wheat - - - 331,314,000 
Oats - - - - - - 515,523,000 
Barley - - 288,977,000 
Buckwheat - - - - 469,377,000 
Millet = - - - - - 86,322,000 
Maize - - 36,185,000 


* Poud=36 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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Russian CusToMs REcEIPTs. 


The following table, compiled from a recent number of the 
“Bulletin de Statistque Financiére et de Legislation” published 
by the Russian Ministry of Finance, shows the total value of the 
receipts of the Russian Customs for the years 1877, 1832, 1887 


and 1892—1896 inclusive. 


Francs. 
1877 - - - - - 137,473,828 
1882 - - - - - 254,584,031 
1887 - - - - - 256,473,091 
1892 - - - - - 326,876,795 
1893 - - - - - 392,286,405 
1894 - - - - - 467,437,271 
1895 - - - - - 447,231,491 
1896 - - - - - 486,114,176 


VITICULTURE IN SAXONY. 

According to a note in the “Journal Officiel,” the cultivation 
of the vine in Saxony does not attain any importance, and as it is 
not a very profitable industry it diminishes yearly. 

In 1843 there were in Saxony 1,703 hectares (4,206 acres) 
planted with vines, in 188%, 1,014 hectares (2,505 acres), and 
according to the statistics of 1893-6, only 576 hectares (1,423 acres), 
which number has probably since still further diminished. The 
principal district is that of Neustadt, where the vineyards cover an 
area of 371 hectares (916 acres); then comes Alstadt, with 
55 hectares (136 acres), Grossenheim with 24 hectares (59 acres), 
and Pirna 11 hectares (27 acres). 

The German Viticultural Society estimated the extent of the 
vineyards of the Saxon Duchies in 1896 to be as follows :— 


Saxe-Weimar- - - - 194 hectares (479 acres) 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha = - B (57 acres) 
Saxe-Meiningen - - 12 (30 acres) 
Saxe-Altenburg - 3 (7 acres) 


THe REPORT OF THE Lyons MissION To CHINA. 


AT the official reception of the Lyons Mission on November 
20 last M. Henri Brenier, the leader of the Mission, read his 
report. 

tatter describing the incidents and difficulties of their travels 
says the “London and China Telegraph,” M. Brenier comes to 
their sojourn at Chung-king and the exploration of Szechuan, and 
states that on a superficies of 100 kilometres (60 miles) broad by 200 
kilometres long exist from 3,000 to 4,000 salt wells, some of them 
with a depth of more than 1,900 feet. These wells are nearly all 
concentrated in the localities of Tse-Liu, Tsin, and Kong Tin. 
The working of these wells is of course most primitive, but one can- 
not forget tle enormous number of people to whom these give 
employment—one million about—and the activity which reigns. 
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M. Brenier considers that the Red River is the natural means 
of access to China from Tong-King, but it is necessary to 
— the river either by works on the river itself or by a 

ilway at least as far as Laokai. But it is not so much material 
ameliorations that are required as the abolition or modifi- 
cation of certain artificial obstacles put in the way by the 
mother country. Goods passing through their gate pay 20 per 
cent. duty, whereas coming through Burmah they pay only 
5 per cent. In China, even, the duties do not exceed from 
8 per cent. to 10 per cent., and still more it is not so much the 
tariffs that should be seen to so urgently as the Customs modes of 
procedure. In these latter is to be found the explanation why all 
the woollen goods in use at Yunnan come from Bhamo. M. 
Brenier dwells on the mineral wealth of Yunnan, and considers 
that Szechuan is the richest of the provinces visited by the mission. 
He, of course, deplores the position which France occupies com- 
mercially in China compared with other countries. Touching on 
the cunning of the mandarins, he comes to the unanimous 
impression of all the members of the mission that the large Chinese 
trader is trustworthy and disposed to transact business with any 
European—it is only a question of price; this impression is con- 
firmed by old residents either in Saigon or Shanghai. As a proof 
of this impression, M. Brenier asserts that in spite of the length 
and the vifficulties of their journey they never missed anything 
whatever. The peasant and the small townsman are not always 
sympathetic, and their curiosity is unbearable, although quite 
natural ; yet this curiosity might be turned to advantage if gouds 
were shown. When China is spoken of, it is too often forgotten 
that the contact with Occidental civilisation is established only 
on certain points and is lost, so to say, among the masses. The 
immense majority of Chinese do’not know either the European or his 
produce. 


BEETROOT SuGAR INDUSTRY IN ITALY. 


According to the “ Gazzetta di Parma ” a sugar-refining company 
has decided to establish in the province of Parma several manu- 
factories for the making of beetroot sugar. 

It is believed that the company has selected the province of 
Parma on account of the ‘increasing development of agriculture 
and the advantageous railway system which gives such facilities 
for the transport of the tubers to the factory. The first factory 
will be established at Carnocchio, covering an area of 7 hectares 
(17°3 acres). 


PRODUCTION OF INDIAN CORN IN ITALY. 


According to statistics furnished by the Italian Ministry of 
Agriculture, and publisked in the “ Bollettino delle Finanze,” the 
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crop of Indian corn in 1897 amounted to 21,073,795 hectolitres 
(57,952,936 bushels) as against 28,154,614 hectolitres (77,425,188 


’ bushels) in 1896. Asin 1896, the province of Lombardy shows 


the largest amount, having harvested 4,556,011 hectolitres 
12,529,030 bushels) in 1897 as against 6,027,462 hectolitres 
(16,575,521 bushels) in 1896. 


THe SERVIAN DRIED PLuM INDUSTRY. 


According to a report of the Italian Chareé d’Affaires at. 
Belgrade, published in the “ Bollettino ¢i Notizie Commerciali,” 
the excellent and abundant plum crop of 1897 will add up- 
wards of 15,000,000 francs to the total value of the annual exports 
from Servia. Uptotheend of November the market of Schabatz 
had already exported 1,600 vanloads of dried plums, and it is 
estimated that there were on that date 800 vans yet unsold—in 
all an aggregate of about 24,000,000 kilogs, which, at an average 

rice of 30 francs the quintal, would represent a value of 

,200,000 francs. But the greater part of the crop fetched from 
33 to 36 francs the quintal; hence the value of the Schabatz 
market alone may be set down as about 9,000,000 francs. 

Adding to the above the amount of plums despatched from 
-Belgrade and Obrenovatz together, not much less than that from 
Schabatz, the total value of plum export was expected to 
reach 15,000,000 francs in 1897, or nearly double the value of the 
two preceding years (7,600,000 francs in 1896 and 8,500,000 francs. 
in 1895), including plum conserve (pekmez). The high value of 
the dried plums is to be ascribed this year not so much to the 
meagre and bad crops of Bosnia, Slavonia, and Bohemia, as to an 


order of the Minister of Agriculture on the method of gathering, 


drying, and preparing the article, which, having been enforced 
with much strictness, has led to an improvement in the quality of 
the product. This nnhoped-for result has apparently given the 
Minister of Agriculture the idea of exercising a more rigorous 
supervision ou the part of the State over other articles of export 


An AMERICAN FLOATING EXHIBITION. 


According to the “ Manufacturer,” a novel plan for sending an 
exhibition of American products to Latin-American countries is 
being worked up in New York. It is proposed to charter a steam- 
ship and to fit it up for exhibition purposes and then to sell 
space for displays. Arrangements will be made for a limited 
number of manufacturers’ representatives to accompany the vessel. 
The route mapped out embraces the chief ports of Venezuela, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, British 
Honduras, and Mexico. Each exhibitor will, it is said, be allowed 
to carry a display not weighing more than 3,300 pounds. The 
State and Treasury Departments are reported to have given the 


project their endorsement. 
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Customs REcEIPTs IN MEXICco. 


The following table, taken from the “Moniteur des Intéréts 
Matériels” of 16th December last shows the total value of the 
receipts of the Mexican Customs during the last four financial 
years :— 


Year ending Value. 
June 30. 
Dols, 
1895 - - - - - - - - 19,034,000 
1896 - - - - - - - - - - 23,076,000 
189 - - - 23,289,000 


July to November, 1897 (Five months) 9,077,000 


New RaAlILways IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 


Acccording to the ‘‘ Railway Age,” the following new railways 
are in contemplation in the Republics of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua :— 

Costa Rica.—The Congress of Costa Rica has approved the sur- 
vey of the Pacific railway to Tirives, on the gulf of Nicoya, and 
the department of public works has been empowered to let con- 
tracts for the construction of the line. The original intention was 
to build to Puntarenos, but it has been ascertained that 1,000,000 
dols. can be saved by making Tirives the coast terminus, The 
distance will be shorter and the cost of construction much less, as 
the grades are easicr. There is no natural harbour at Tirives, but 
the commission in charge of the survey reports that a fine port 
can be secured by expending 1,500,000 dols. Contracts for this 
work have also been authorised. In connection with the road now 
in operation from Limon to San Jose, 127 miles, the new road will 
form a line across the continent from the Carribean sea to the 
Pacific. The estimated cost of construction is 5,029,579 dols. 

Nicaragua.—The construction of a road from the interior of 
Nicaragua to the Atlantic coast is contemplated. The work will 
be entrusted preferably to Americans, and the provisions of a con- 
tract formerly made with Messrs. Barling and Davis, of the United, 
States, will be adhered to. The building of the road will reduce 
the time of connection with the United States from 15 to 6 


days. 


New Raitways IN UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 


The following information in regard to railroad construction in 
Colombia is furnished direct from Baranquilla, and published in 
the “ Railway Age :—” 

The Cauca railroad, which is in operation from Buenaventura 
to San José, 21 miles, and which has just been turned over to 
the National Government, is to be extended to Calé, 64 miles, 
The Antioqua railroad, owned by the Department of Antioqua, 
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and completed from Puerto Berrio to Las Pavas, 32 miles, is now 
being extended to Medellin, 91 miles. The Girardot railroad, which 
is built from Girardot to Juntas de Apulo, 24 miles,is to be extended 
to Madrid, about 48 miles, to intersect the Facatativa railroad. The 
Cucuta railroad, running from Cucuta to Puerto Villamizar, on the 
River Zulia, 34 miles, is to be extended to the Venezuelan 
frontier, and the extension is now under construction to San 
Antonio, 2 miles having already been completed. 


THE CHILIAN ESTIMATES FoR 1898. 


The “Chilian Times” states that, according to the report of 
the Joint Committee of both chambers of the Chilian Congress, 
the revenue for 1898 may be estimated at 76,250,000 dols. as 
under :— 


Import duties ... ... 22,500,000 dols. 
Export do. ... ... 35,000,000 _,, 
Post-office and Telegraphs__..... 1,250,000 __,, 
Stamps ... he ... 600,000 _,, 
Miscellaneous ... ... 3,000,000 
Railways ... 14,000,000 _,, 
Total... ... 76,250,000 
The estimated expenditure for 1898, after making the deductions 
proposed by the Committee, stands as follows :— dols. 
Foreign Affairs 
Worship 2,397,854 
Colonisation 
Justice 
— 
Industry 
Total 76,205,143 


Consequently the estimated expenditure, as proposed by the 
Committee, amounts to the sum of 76,205,164 dols. 15 cents, or 
44,835 dols. 15 cents less than the estimated revenue, amounting 
to 76,250,000 dols., and less by 6,060,665 dols. 64 cents than the 
authorised expenditure for 1897. The Committee conclude their 
report by expressing the hope that Congress will support them 
in their endeavours to effect retrenchment in the public expenditure 
of 1898, 
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TRADE OF TAHITI IN 1896. 


‘Tia Quinzaine Coloniale,” publishes the following particulars 
with reference to the trade of Tahiti for the year 1896 :— 

The commercial movement of Tahiti has been excellent through- 
out the year,thanks to the rise in price of mother-of-pearl and vanilla, 
which, with cocoanut kernels, constitute the chief exports. The 
commerce, according to countries, was: 


Countries. Imports. Exporte. 

France. Francs. 

United States - - ~ - - 1,346,759 1,473,948 

New Zealand - - - - - 594,637 582,371 

France and Colonies’ - . - - 813,756 149,278 

Germany - - - 833 

South America - - - 60,170 142,637 


Comparing these figures with those for 1895,an increase is noted, 
in the importations from all countries except France, and an increase 
in exports to all countries except Germany, France, and South 
America, which have diminished noticeably.’ In spite of the 
reduced tariff for imports from France (10 and 15 per cent. instead 
of 30 and 40 per cent.,which are levied upon other foreign produce), 
France is only in the fourth place in importance of commerce. The 
market for alimentary products, articles of iron, steel, and porcelain, 
cotton and woollen goods is practically in the hands of the Ameri- 
cans and English. The United States supply articles for 
consumption, including a large proportion of wines. Manchester 
cottons have had the lead, but there have been recent importations. 
_of cheap cotton goods from the United States which are creating 
serious competition. The Germans supply shawls and woollen 
covers, as well as cutlery. at a very low price. There is now a 
regular steamship service every twenty-eight days between 
Auckland and Tahiti. 


CHINESE TEXTILES IN YUNNAN. 


The “Journal Officiel,” states that the French consul at 
Mengtsze has recently forwarded two specimens of Chinese textile 
material, machine made, which is sold in Yunnan. 

These samples, together with all information regarding them, 
were on view at the Ministry of Commerce until the 15th 
December last, and were then to be sent on to any Chambers of 
Commerce or other bodies who might express a wish to see them. 


PRODUCTION OF PETROLEUM IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” says that coal and petroleum 
mining are the most profitable industries at present carried on in 
Japan. Petroleum has been found in Hokkaido and also in 
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Formosa, but the best and most workable deposits are in the 
provinces of Yechigo, Koshiu, Shinshiu, and Akita. In the 27th 
year of Meiji (1894) the production of petroleum throughout the 
empire totalled 130,000 koku, (5,161,000 gallons) and in the 28th 
year (1895) 140,000 kokw (5,558,000 gallons) but by the 29th 
(1896) the total output-had increased to 200,000 koku (7,940,000 
gallons.) Although no accurate statistics have yet been compiled 
for 1897 it may fairly be conjectured that the production from 
January to September will not fall short of 300,000 koku 
(11,910,000 gallons. These figures deal chiefly with Yechigo. 


PETROLEUM IN BoRNEO. 


The “New York Engineering & Mining Journal” states that 
the Samuel Syndicate, which is new about to exploit South Borneo 
for oil, is prepared. to spend a large amount of money on the work. — 
The European staff numbers 40, of whom 33 are skilled American 
or Canadian oil prospectors. There are large quantities of boring 
machinery on the spot as well as five miles of meter gauge railway, 
which will be used to take the machinery about the country as 
required. 


INDIAN EMIGRATION. 


The Board of Trade have received from the India Office copy of 
‘statistical tables relating to emigration from India. 

The figures in these tables relate solely to emigration as carried 
on under the laws regulating emigration. They take no account of 
the numbers who leave India as passengers not having been 
recruited by emigration agencies for service in the colonies. These 
tables also take no account of the persons who leave India on pil- 
grimage to the holy places in Arabia, of whom small but uncertain 
numbers settle out of India. 

The number of emigrants from India during the ten years 
1887-88 to 1896-97, amounted to 140,084, making an annual 
average of 14,000 persons. Few if any even of this insignificant 
number quit the country with the intention of permanently 
establishing their domicile elsewhere, most if not all of them 
leaving indeed with the hope of returning with their savings to 
their homes in a few years. The number of persons who returned 
during the last ten years amounted to 65,335, an average of 6,533 
yearly, or somewhat less than one-half of the number who left 
India; this is also very nearly the proportion for the nineteen 
years for which the facts are stated in the tables. The mortality 
amongst emigrants is high in some of the colonies to which they 
go, and of those who survive, a substantial proportion elect to 
continue to work in the colony after their term of indenture 
expires, and many of these never return to India, In Mauritius, 
for instance, about 69 per cent. of the population (256,000 out of 
a population of 372,000) are Indian settlers and their descendants, 


| 
. 


Jan, 1898.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 99 


-and in Trinidad and elsewhere the settled Indians are increasin$ 
‘in numbers. 

There are five places in India from which emigration may 
‘legally be carried on—Calcutta, Bombay, Madras,-and the two 
French settlements of Pendicherry and Kerikal. From Bombay 
-emigration ceased many years ago, and recruiting has never beea 
resumed, labour in the Western Presidency being, on the whole, 
‘so well paid that there is but little inducement to emigrate to the 
-coolie-employing colonies. That port, however, has recently been 
ased for the shipment of Jabourers destined for work on the 
‘Uganda railway, who are not recruited under the Emigration Act. 

The number of emigrants in the last two years was relatively 
‘small, notwithstanding the distress in the tracts wheuce the 
‘emigrants are principally drawn, probably because the cane sugar 
industry has been suffering from depression. 

The destinations of the emigrants in the last five years were as 
follows : 


To 1892-93. | 1893-94, | 1894-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. 
Mauritius - - - — 485 1,029 1,746 802 
Natal - - - - 3,119 2,612 3,592 |. 3,337 4,038 
Demerara - 4,723 5,883 7,200 1,908 2,417 
Trinidad - - - 2,620 1,926 3,185 2,177 3,043 
Dutch Guian: - - 1,075 1,104 1,279 1,696 500 
Fiji - - - - 781 1,082 1,432 565 1,953 
Jamaica - - 486 711 470 
St. Lucia - - 157 _ 
TOTAL - - 12,318 13,735 18,428 | 11,899 12,753 


The emigrants who sailed from Calcutta during the year went 
to British and Dutch Guiana, Triuidad, Natal, Fiji, and Mauritius 
‘The emigrants from Madras went to Natal and Mauritius. There 
is a considerable flow of native labourers from Madras to Ceylon 
and the Straits, but this traffic is not conducted under the 
provisions of the Emigration Act. 


JUTE AND Hemp MILLs IN Britisu INpIA. 


According to a statement issued by the India Office there were, 
in British India 31 mills working jute and one mill working hemp 
at the end of 1896-7, employing a daily average number of 91,389 
persons, namely, 60,141 men, 17,179 women, 5,649 young persons, 
and 8,420 children. The mills contained 12,784 looms and 
258,184 spindles. The nominal capital of such of the mills as 
are worked by joint stock companies is stated in the returns at a 
little over Rx. 4,395,000 ; but the figures are not complete, some 
of the mills (privately owned) having furnished no returns of 
capital. Probably about Rx. 250,000 or Rx. 300,000 may be 
added to the total on account of these. 

All but two of the mills are in Beagal, most of them in the 
vicinity of Calcutta, and one in the French settlement of Chander- 
nagore. Of thetwo not in bengal, one (a small one) is at Viziga- 
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patam (this being the mill which works hemp) and the other at 
Cawnpore. 

The progress of the industry during the last ten years is 
illustrated by the increase shown in the figures below in the 
number of mills, looms, spindles, and persons employed. It will 
be observed that, while the number of mills has increased !y 52 
per cent. in this period, their working capacity has been much 
more largely augmented, the number of looms having increased 
by 175 per cent., the number of spindles by 292 per cent., and the 
number of persons employed by 232 per cent. Unusual activity 
was displayed in the last year of the series in adding to the number 
of the mills and to their working capacity. 


Yoars. | Persons 

Mills. | Looms. Spindles. employed. 

1887-1888 - 25 | 17,889 146,302 56,007 
1888-1889 - 26 152,667 59,722 
1889-1890 - - 27 8,104 158,326 60,630 
1890-1891 - - 27 | 8,204 164,245 62,739 
1891-1892 - - -| 27 8,695 174,156 66,383. 
1892-1893 - . 27 8,976 181,172 | 67,291 
1898-1894 - - 28 9,590 192,688 69,179 
1894-1895 - - 29 | 10,048 201,217 75,157 
1895-1896 - - 29 | 10,579 216,139 78,889 
1896-1897 - - 32 | 19,784 258,154 91,389 


CANADIAN LIvE Stock TRADE. 


In point of numbers exported, the Canadian shippers of cattle 
have completed an active season. In 1897, according to the 
“Monetary Times ” of Toronto, 119,188 head of cattle were sent 
eastward from Montreal, as against 96,825 head in 1896, and 
92,433 cattle in the previous year. The number of cattle-carrying 
vessels that sailed from Montreal during the season was 304, as 
against 274 in 1896, 249 in 1895, 254 in 1894, 235 in 1893, and 
260 in 1892. A number of events contributed to reduce the profits. 
of Canadian cattle exporters. The prolonged strikes in the United 
Kingdom had the effect of rendering the markets there unsettled 
and depressed. But a more serious cause of losses is found in the 
statement that the cattle failed to fatten as well as was expected, 
and when they reached the centres of consumption were in poor 
condition. 
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XXVI.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


Blackburn.—A meeting of this Chamber was held on 
December 29th last, Mr. H. Harrison, (president), in the chair. 

The Greenock Chamber wrote asking the Blackburn Chamber 
for its support in connection with the sugar bounties, and pointing 
out the immense decrease in the production of cane sugar, and the 
immense increase of the imports from foreign countries, on account 
of the foreign bounties. The matter was discussed at length, 
the President describing sugar bounties as pernicious, and 
remarking that they were ruining our sugar-growing colonies. 
It was eventually decided, on the motion of Mr. H. Lewis, J.P., 
that ‘“ while unable to support the full measure of the resolution 
of the Greenock Chamber, this Chamber is of opiniun that the 
sugar-growing colonies of the British Empire have a claim for 
special consideration by the British Government.” 

It was announced that a collection of Chinese trade marks and 
Jabels had been received, which had been carefully compile by 
one of the British Consuls. They would be offered to any member 
of the Chamber who wished to register them. 

The London Chamber having written asking for a list of firms 
where profit-sharing was carried on, Mr. J oseph Watson, the 
‘secretary, said he had replied that there were no such firms in the 
immediate district. 

Mr. Hibbert also read a report on National Granaries, 

Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held 
on December 29th last, Mr. H. Sutcliffe (president) in the chair. 

The Secretary read further correspondence with regard to the 
case of a firm having falsely described goods in connection with 
which the Chamber had suggested a prosecution by the Board of 
Trade. The department had previously declined to prosecute, and 
the fresh correspondence disclosed no alteration in the position. 

Mr. J. M. McLaren, who is a member of of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, had forwarded 
a letter which he had received from the Associated Chambers 
asking him to urge the bradford Chamber to reconsider their 
decision not to subscribe towards the expenses of the Commis- 
sioner chosen by the Associated Chasaaen to accompany the 
Government Commissioner to South America. 

The President said ‘hit subscriptions had been received in 
behalf of the expenses of the Commissioner chosen by the 
Associated Chambers as follows :—Nottingham Chamber of Com- 
merce, 100/.; Heckmondwike, 75/.; Blackburn, Exeter, Middles- 
brough, and the South of Scotland 50J, each ‘ Cardiff, Halifax, 
and a few other places, 25]. each; with smaller amounts from 
other chambers; but London, Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, and ’Leeds were not in the list. 
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It appeared to be the feeling that the matter did not interest. 
Bradford, and it was allowed to drop. 

Bristol—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held’ 
on December 22nd last, Mr. Joseph Holman, (presilent), in the 
chair. 

The Secretary reported that he had been in communication with 
the Department of the Secretary of State for Canada upon the 
question of appointing a representative in the city of Bristol to 
watch Canadian interests, in view of the probability of increased: 
trade between that port and the Dominion, and a letter was read 
from the Under Secretary of State at Ottawa stating that the- 
application had been transferred to the Department of Trade and: 
Commerce, and that the Deputy Minister of that Department at 
Ottawa had written, under date of November 20th, stating that at 
present the Minister of Trade and Commerce was absent, and that. 
the matter should be laid before him on his return; but in the- 
meantime he (the Deputy Minister) was of opinion that it was not: 
the prese: t intention of his Department to appoint any additional 
commercial agents; in fact, the Department had no funds at its 
disposal for such purpose. It was further reported that Major 
MacLean, who recently addressed the members of the Chamber 
upon Canada and its products, but who was now at Montreal, had 
very kindly promised to take the matter up with the Canadiam 
covernment, as he was of opinion that such an appointment would: 
be very beneficial to both Bristol and Canada generally. 

Mr. Arthur Lee obtained permission for the following resolution: 
to appear in the name of the Bristol Chamber at the London. 
meeting of the Associated (‘hambers next March :—“ This associa- 
tion urges the Government to adopt the metric system of weights. 
and measures, as far as possible in all Government contracts and’ 
Returns, so as to make it familiar to the people, and resolves that: 
a communication to this effect be made to the President of the 
Board of Trade; it further recommends individual Chambers of 
Commerce to press the matter upon the attention of local govern- 
ing bodies to the end that these also may employ the system in all: 
public contracts, and thus facilitate its general adoption.” 

Other matters referred to were Trade with Central and South 
America, the New Mutual Telephone Syndicate, Rating of 
Port Development, Sugar Bounties, Technical Education, 

c. &e. 

Dundee.—The quarterly meeting of this Chamber of Commerce. 
was held on the 29th December last, Mr. W. R. H. Valentine 
(president) in the chair. The President in moving the adoption 
of the minutes, delivered an address, in the course of which he 
gave 1 brief survey of the trade in articles in which the town was 
chiefly interested. The total import of raw materials was almost. 
exactly the same as on the previous year. 


1897. 1896. 
Of flax and tow imported ... 21,000 tons. = 23,000 tcns.. 
Of jute ... 225,000 ,, 23, 


Total ... 246,000 tore. 246,500 tone. 
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The average importation of jute into Dundee for the past four 
years had not been far short of 240,000 tons per annum, the aver- 
age being raised by the large imports of 1895. Turning to exports 
for the eleven months the following were the figures :— 


1897. 1896. 
Linen yarn shipped oe 16,790,000 Ibs. .» 16,883,000 lbs. 
Linen cloth “ 152,270,000 yds. 158,620,000 yds. 
Jute yarns ” eee 45,973,000 lbe. eee 34,094,000 lbs. 
Jute cloths 218,818,000 yds. 237,936,000 yde. 


These showed that the linen trade of the country had not varied 
much from 1896 though it indicated a continued slight shrink- 
age in that fine material, which was to be regretted. In regard to 
the jute trade, the most salient feature was the large increase of 
more than 30 per cent. in the export of yarns. That, though by 
no means a general benetit to the trade, had served to mitigate 
the loss caused by the fall in value of the raw material during the 
year, but taken along with the shrinkage of 9 per cent. in woven 
jute, it showed how increasingly the work required for the world’s 
supply of jute goods was being done abroad. The President 
concluded his address by stating that, although tue prospect was 
not very bright, there was one hopeful feature in the present out- 
look which had cheered them often in the past—a visibly 
abundant supply of good and cheap jute for 1898. 

Ipswich.—An adjourned quarterly meeting of the Ipswich 
Chamber of Commerce was held at the Town Hall, on 
21st December, the chairman (Mr. Robert Seager) presiding over 
a small attendance of members. 

—A communication was read from the Aberdeen Chamber of 
Commerce respecting the Companies’ Act Amendment Bill, in 
which the council was asked to give its support to the measure, 
~ but it was decided to take no steps until the Bill had been seen 
by members.—Some discussion took place upon a communication 
from the Machinery Users’ Association requesting the council to 
give its support tu the Machinery Users’ Act, which had already | 
been read a first time in the House of Commons.—The chairman 
and secretary were deputed to draw up the annual report of the 
council, and the annual meeting of the chamber was subsequently | 
tixed for Thursday, 20th January next. 

Liverpool.—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held in the 
board room of the chamber, when Mr. John Holt, vice-chairman 
presided. ' 

The following letter had been received from the Foreign Office, © 
which had been asked to procure for the chamber a copy-of the 
latest tariff of Dahomey, viz. :—Foreign Office, December 4, 1897. 
Sir,—I have laid before the Marquis of Salisbury your l¢tier of the 
12th ult., inquiring as to any recent tariff changes in Dahomey, 
and I am directed by his lordship to state that her Majesty’s 
Embassy at Paris was informed in August last, by the French 
Colonial Ministry, that, by a decree of the 19th of May last, the 
Governor of Dahomey had replaced the old ad valorem duties on 
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tissues by a specific duty of 10 centimes the metre. This alteration, 
which had been put into force provisionally, was sub- 
mitted for approval to the Colonial Department, where, however, it 
was not accepted without reserve. The Governor of Dahomey will 
therefore make certain changes iu the above-mentioned decree. 

Nottingham.—Sir Courtenay Boyle, K.C.B., Permanent 
Secretary of the Board of Trade, was the principal guest at the 
annual banquet of the Nottingham Chamber of Commerce, 
held on 14th December last, and delivered an address. 

North Stafford—The annual dinner of the North Stafford- 
shire Chamber of Commerce was held recently at Stoke, and 
attended by Sir Robert Giffen, K.C.B., who delivered an address. 

Rochdale.—The monthly meeting of the committee of the 
Rochdale Chamber of Commerce was held at the Public Hall on 
December 26 last, there being present Mr. R. Holt (in the chair), 
Councillor Cheetham, and Mr. Lord (secretary). A communica— 
tion was read from the Associated Chambers as to the samples 
from Valparaiso, etc., which were to be forwarded to Halifax. In 
reply to the Chairman, the Secretary said very few manufacturers 
had been to inspect them and none were members of the Chamber. 

A circular from the Associated Chambers drew attention to a 
communication from the Marquis of Salisbury enclosing despatches 
from the Consuls at Moscow and Odessa, containing lists of 
merchants and manufacturers of woollen goods, and particu- 
lars of home and foreign trade in those cities. There was also a 
letter as to customs tariffs. 

Shefield.—At a recent meeting of the Council of this Chamber, 
Mr. 8. E. Howell (President) in the chair, a communication was 
read from Mr. 8S. Uttley, on behalf of the Sheffield Federated 
Trades Council, enclosing a copy of a resolution of that body, 
protesting against the decision of the Home Secretary in regard 
to the running of grindstones before fireplaces. The Secretary was 
directed to write and request Mr. Uttley to furnish statistics of 

, he accidents mentioned in the resolution,'some of which were stated 
te ‘ have included loss of life owing to the running of grindstones 
bei ‘ore fireplaces. 
i\ circular from the London Chamber of Commerce was read 
_askiing the Chamber to establish a centre in Sheffield for carrying 
. out examinations under the system inaugurated by the London 
Cham:ber of Commerce. The matter havinz been considered, the 
secretaty was directed to write to the London Chamber of Com- 
merce aid point out that, having regard to the existence of ample 

- facilities for commercial education and examination in conuection 
with the Sheffield Technical School, and to the cther facilities 

. afforded by the Sheffield University College and the Central schools 

_ of the Sheffield School Board, the Council did not think it advis- 
able toinaugurate another mode of commercial education in the 
district. 


| ‘ 

q 
\ 
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XXVII—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1.—Strikes and Lock-outs (Board of Trade Lahour Depart- 
ment). Report by the Chief Labour Correspondent on the 
Strikes and Lock-outs of 1896, with statistical tables. (C. 8643. 
Price 1s. 2d. 


In presenting this his ninth annual report on trade disputes in 
the United Kingdom, the Chief Labour Correspondent to the 
Board of Trade remarks that the arrangement of the volume 
differs somewhat from previous reports, it being printed on octavo 
size so as to correspond with other annual publications of the 
Department, and this change has necessitated some alteration in 
the form of the tables, The greater part of the volume is 
occupied, as in former reports, with tables showing for each dispute 
the occupation and number of the workpeople affected, together 
with the cause or object, duration, and result. 

The following comparative statement gives particulars of the 
trade disputes of the United Kingdom during the five years 1892- 
1896, so far as reported to the Board of Trade ;— 


— 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 


Number of disputes - - - - 700 183 1,061 R76 1,021 
Number of workpeople affected by disputes} 356,799 636,886 | 324,245) 263,758| 198,687 
Aggregate number of working days lost 

through disputes* - - - - | 17,881,936 | 31,205,062 | 9,322,096 | 5,542,652 | 3,748,525 
Percentage of workpeuple 


affected by disputes, the results of 

which were :— 
In favour of the workpeople - 27°5 22°1 241 39°5 
In favour of the employers - 19°9 421 33°4 
Compromi indetinite, or ttled 52°6 250 35°8 48°0 271 


* The aggregate number of days shown for 1896 is strictly the number of days lost through 
disputes in that = up to 3lst December, including the days lost in 1896 bv disputes com- 
mencing in 1895, but excluding days lost in 1897 by disput ing in 1896. In each of the 
previous years the figures shown are the number of days lost by disputes commencing iu those 
years, including the days lost by disputes extending beyond the year of commencement. The 
comparison is not materially aff: by the change of method. 


The number of disputes reported shows an increase in 1896, 
the figure of 1,021 being exceeded only by that for 1894. The 
number of disputes alone is, however, a very inadequate measure. 

It will be seen from the above table that the total number of 
workpeople affected by trade disputes was much less in 1896 than 
in the previous years, The maximum number affected in any 
one year during the period under review was 636,386 iu 1893, the 
year of the coal dispute in the federated districts. Since 1893 the 
total numbers of workpeople involved in disputes have declined 
year by year, the figures being 324,245 in 1894, 263,758 in 1895, 
and 198,687 in 1896. If the number of working days lost be 
taken as the measure of importance of disputes a similar result is 
showu. The maximum loss was in 1893, in which year it is 
estimated that over 31 million working days were lost through 


| 
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disputes. In 1894 the loss was $4 millions ; in 1895, 54 millions ; 
and in 1896, 3$ million days. 

The proportion of workpeople involved in disputes which were 
settled in their favour was greatcr in 1896 than in any of the 
previous years (with the exception of 1893, in which the per- 
centages were largely affected by the figures for the great coal 
dispute). This was to be expected in. view of the general 
improvement in the state of the labour market. The average 
percentage of unemployed members of trade uniuns making 
monthly returns to the Labour Department was 3°4 in 1896 
compared with 5°8 in 1895, 69 in 1894, and 75 in 1893. The 
results of the changes in rates of wages during this period also 
point to the same general improvement. In 1694 the net result. 
of all the changes was a decrease of 45,0911. in weekly wages, in 
1895 the loss was 28,2111., but in 1896 there was a net increase of 
26,5921. These figures support the conclusion to which attention 
has been drawn in previous reports, viz., that labour disputes are 
most extensive in transition states of trade, but that when (as im 
1896) the general tendency is clearly ascertained there is less 
conflict. 


2.—Fourth Annual Report of the Labour Department of the 
Board of Trade (1896-97) with Abstract of Labour Statistics 
of the United Kingdom. (C. 8642.) Price 1s. 


This,as explained in the title, is the fourth Annual Report relati: g 
the work done by the Labour Department of the Board of Trade, 
and refers to the year 1896-97. The volume contains, besides the 
report of the Commissioner of Labour, statistical tables relating to 
imports and exports, trade unions, associations of employers, 
workmen’s co-operative societies, workmen’s clubs, friendly 
societies, trade disputes, conciliation and arbitration, fluctuations 
in employment, production, coal and iron trades, miscellaneous 
tables, labour bureaux, pauperism, changes in wages and hours of 
labour, profit-sharing, industrial accidents, growth and movement 
of population, housing and occupations of the people, employment. 
in factories and workshops, married women’s labour, savings 
banks, etc. 


3.—Joint Stock Companies. Return 377. Price 2s. 8d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies at Somerset House. It shows the Names, Objects or 
Business, Piaces where Business is or was Conducted, Date of 
Registration, Number of Persons who signed the Memorandum of 
Association, Total Number of Shares taken up by such Subscribers, 
Nominal Capital, Number of Shares into which it is Divided, 
Number of Shares taken up, Amount of Calls made on each 
Share, and the Total Amount of Calls received, of all Joint 
Stock Companies formed from the Ist day of January, 1896, to 


Jan. 1898.) RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 167 


31st day of December, 1896, inclusive, distinguishing whether the 
Companies are Limited or Unlimited, and also the Number of 
Shareholders in each of the said Companies at the Date of. the last 
Return, and whether still in Operation or being Wound up: also 
the Total Number having their Registered Offices in the City of 
London, or within Five Miles of the General Post Oftice : together 
with the total number and the Paid-up Capital of all Registered 
Companies which are believed to be carrying on business at the 
present time.” 

The following statement shows the total number and paid-up 
capital (including amounts considered as paid on Vendors’ shares) 
of all registered companies having a Share Capital and believed to 
be carrying on business at the undermentioned dates. 


—- in istered in | Registeredin | Registered in Tor 

ondon. inburgh. ablin. e Stannaries 

Date 

Paid-u Paid-up Paid-u Paid-u Paid-u 
No. | Capital, | | Capital. | No- No. No. | Capital. 

April £ £ £ £ 
1884 | 7,549] 426,792,671] 728 | 36,489,875] 375 40 | 801,678 | 8.692; 475,551,294 
1885 | 8,076| 441,381,980] 805 | 39,815,67€{ 420 43 17,569 | 9,344 | 494,909,862 
1886 | 8,124) 471,335,09F] 838 | 43,544,114) 474 380,¥82 | 9,471 | 529,637,684 
1887 | 9049) 528, 895 | 46:948,12 | 508 42 | 400,635 | 10,494 | 591,508,692 
1888 | 9,465} 544,071,170] 948 | 50 255.054] 546 42 | 375,975 $11,001 ,430 371 
1889 | 10,335 853,39"} 1,007 | 50,387 974] 586 642 $11.968 | 671,870,184 
1890 | 11,584] 705 283 316] 1 102 | 52 182,679) 613 2% | 386,031 [13,323 | 775,139,553 
1891 | 13011} 813,112,664) 1,192 58,546,874) 649 21 | 333,007 | 14,873 004,112 
1 14,188} 904, 1,279 | 62 118,501] 696 18 | 305,979 16,173 | 989.283,634 
1893 | 15,417 | 924,832,866] 1 382 | 65,687,12°) 742 14 | 192,781 17,555 |1,013,119,350 
1894 | 16094 | 942,565,455) 1.481 | 68.068,55°] 776 10 | 123,709 | 18,362 |1.035,029.835 
1895 | 16.976 | 962.017,17(4 1,619 | 75,113.25) 12 | 123,859 | 19,430 |1,062,733,821 
1896 | 18.514 |1,035,442 852] 1,804 | 82,508,882] 895 10 | 108,891 |1,145,402,993. 
1897 | 20,710 |1,160,142,610} 2,032 | 93,393,98°| 976 10 | 108,925 23,728 285,042,021 


4, Agricultural Produce (Marks) Bill. No. 365. Price 2s. 


This is the Report and Special Report from the Select Committee 
on the Agricultural Produce (Marks) Bill, together with the 
proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of Evidence, Appendix, 
and Index. 

In the Special Report which is dated 29th July last, the Select 
Committee state as follows :— 

“Your Committee are of opinion that, at this late period of the 
Session, it is not possible to complete the evidence which bears 
upon the Bill referred to them. 

“They consider, therefore, that it is not practicable to proceed 
further with the same during the present Session, and that it be 
reported to the House, without amendment. 

“Your Committee are of opinion that the identification of 
foreign meat and cheese is desirable, and that there would be no 
great difficulty in carrying this out in the case of foreign carcases 
and cheeses. 

‘Your Committee are also of opinion that any legislation in 
the direction of marking meat would be inadequate unless means 
be taken to distinguish between Britis or Irish meat on the one 
hand, and (1) that prodnced in our Colonies; and (2) that 
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produced in all other countries and landed here alive to be 
slaughtered at the port of debarkation on the other.” 

5. Administrative Report on the Railways in India for 1896- 
97, by Colonel J. Gracey, R. E. Director-General of Railways 
(C. 8,518). Price 3s. 4d. 

This return gives the detailed account of the railways of India 
in 1896-97. The report states that the total length of railways 
open and sanctioned on the 3lst March 1897, after allowing for 
minor corrections of mileage, was 24,528} miles, being a net 
increase of 1,062} miles during the year. The total length of 
railways open for traffic on the same date was 20,390} miles, being 
a net increase of 713} miles, leaving 4,138} miles ;till under 
construction or sanctioned. 

The mean mileage worked during the calendar year was 19,783 
miles, being an increase of 623 miles over the figures of the 
previous year. 

The total capital outlay on railways open to traffic amounted on 
the 31st December, 1896, to Rs. 253-16 crores, being an increase 
of Rs. 8°78 crores as compared with the expenditure incurred 
to the end of the previous year. 

The gross earnings in 1896 amounted to Rs. 25,36,60,425, 
or Rs. 87,08,635 less than in the previous year; the working 
expenses amounted to Rs. 12,19,76,875, and absorbed 48°09 per 
cent. of the gross earnings against 46°19 per cent. in 1895. The 
net earnings amounted to Rs. 13,16,83,550, being a decrease of 
Rs. 94,86,650. 

The statistical return on the capital expenditure, as entered in 
rupees in the books in India, was 5°20 per cent. against 5°78 per 
cent.in the previous year. 

There has been no alteration in the classification of railways 
during the past year. 

After allowing for minor corrections of mileage, etc., the total 
mileage open and sanctioned on 31st March 1897 was: 


| 
Standard | Metre Special 
gauge. gauge. gauges. Tora. 
State lines worked by com- | 
panics Miles 4,3434, 7,623} 563 12,024 
State lines worked by the 
State a 5,050 644 28 | 5,722 
Lines worked by guaranteed 
Assisted companies - - ,, 8543) 385 724 1.312} 
Lines owned by native states | 
and worked by companies » 709 617 984 1,424} 
Lines owned by native states | 
and worked by state rail- 
wayagency - 124 | 24} 148} 
es owned and worked by | 
mative states - - 1,031 167} 1,198} 
Foreign lines - - - | | 73t 
Total to theend of March,1897 13,7073, 10,374 4474 24,5284 
Corresponding figures 
previous year - - 13,3723 | 9,775 3183 23,466 


| 
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XXVIIIL—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, information from Her Majesty’s Repre- 
sentatives abroad with regard to quarantine as follows :— 

Denmark.—The Government of the Danish Antilles has 
abolished from the 2nd instant the quarantine imposed from the 
3rd May last on arrivals from Teneriffe. 

Di ele and Louisiana ports have been declared 
clean. 

Japan.—As cattle disease is prevalent in the district of 
Shanghai, China, quarantine will be enforced from the 21st 
September, 1897, against vessels bringing cattle and sheep from 
that locality in accordance with Article 15 of the Regulations for 
the prevention of disease among animals (Law 60 of March 1896), 
at the Port of Nagasaki. 


XXIX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


PaRcEL Post To GERMANY AND HOLLAND AND TO OTHER 
CoUNTRIES THROUGH GERMANY. 


Additional Customs Declaration Form Required. 


Parcels for the undermentioned countries must henceforth be 
accompanied by one more Customs declaration than at present. 
The number of declaration forms to be filled up by the sender 
in each case is as follows :— 


No. of Customs 
NAME OF CoUNTRY. Declaration Forms 
to be filled up. 

Austria-Ho 

Bulgaria— 

Denmark— 

via Holland or Belgium - - - - 3 
German East Africa- - - - 4 
Germany— 

via Hollandand Belgium- - - - = 2 
Greece— 

via Hamburg - - - - - 3 

via Cologne - - - - - = = 4 
Holland - - - - - - 2 
Italy— 

via Belgium, Germany, and Switzerland- -— - 8 

via Cologne - - - 4 
Roumania — 

via Cologne - - - = = 4 

via Belgium and Germany 3 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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AvustRIAN Post OFFIces IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 
ini ‘Insurance of Parcels. 


Parcels for the undermentioned places in the Ottoman Empire 
can now. be insured against loss and toroeee for any sum. not 
exceeding £20 :— 


ADRIANOPLE JAFFA SAMSOUN 

CAIFA i JANINA SAN GIOVANNI DI 
CANDIA JERUSALEM MEDUA 
CANEA KERESUN SANTA QUARANTA 
CAVALLA LAGOS SCIO 
DARDANELLES MYTILENE TREBIZOND 
DEDEAGH PREVESA VALONA 

DURAZZO RETIMO VATHI 

GALLIPOLI RHODES 

INEBOLI SALONICA 


Such Parcels are now subject to the ordinary regulations as to 
the insurance of Parcels for places abroad. 

The insurance fees are :— 

To secure compensation— 
*’For'sums not exceeding 121. oan 5d. 
201. 74d. 

Insured Parcels for Durazzo, Janina, Prevesa, San Giovanni di 
Medua, Santi Quaranta, and Valona are forwarded via Germany 
and aoe instead of via France and Italy. 


Parcet- Post to Honc anp CHINA AND TO 
East AFRICA AND ZANZIBAR. 


The initial postage on parcels for Hong Kong and China has 
been. reduced from 10d. to 9d., the scale being as follows :— 
For the first pound , ve 
For each additional pound or fraction of a ‘pound... 6d. 
The postage on parcels for British East Africa and Zanzibar has 
been revised as follows :— 
For the first pound .. see Tig, 
For each additional pound or fraction of a ‘pound... 6d. 
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XXX.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForeIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 
31st December, 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1896. 
MonTH ENDED 31st DECEMBER. 
I. Imports FROM FoREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


Month ended 
31st December. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1896. 
£ £ £ 2 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 833,772 649,866 183 906 _ 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, d : 
f d drink, duti 
Tobacco, dutiable - 386,669 400,042 13,373 
III. Metals - - - - | 1,819,305 | 1,843,834 — 24,529 
IV Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
- - - - 414,664 447 892 33,298 
V. Oils - - 676,092 895,726 219,634 
VL. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 8,257,787 | 10,352,499 = 2,094,712 
VII. Raw materials for oundry industries 
aud manufactures 8,794,260 3,521,583 272,677 _ 
‘VIII. Manufactured articles - - -| 6,587,276 | 6,429,018 108,253 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - -| 1,593,153 | 1,460,380 32,773 a 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 59,257 52,358 6,899 ~ 
Total Value - - - - | 41,332,284 | 43,618,851 _ 2,286,567 


Il. Exports oF BRITISH AND IrIsH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ 
I. Animals, living - - 97,331 95,792 1,539 
IL, Articles of food and drink - - 1,054,666 1,008,773 45,893 - 
XII. Raw materials - - - -| 1,648,492 | 1,469,755 178,737 
AV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - $,065,178 | 8,707,499 _ 642,321 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) -| 2,978,509 | 2,813,269 1€5,240 -_ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - -| 1,098,148 | 1,520,999 _ 422,851 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal 
use 784,534 916 281 131,747 
.(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 715,650 730,249 -- 14,599 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 2,667,684 | 2,907,018 239,334 
“(G.) Parcel post - - - - 191,989 148,124 43,865 _ 
Total value - - - - | 19,302,181 | 20,317,759 _ 1,015,5°8 


III. Exports oF FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


£ £ £ 
Total value - ‘ 4,989,178 | 5,586,259 - 
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I.—ForkEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.—cont. 
TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 31st DECEMBER. 


I. Imports FRoM FoREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH PossEssIOns. 


Twelve Months ended 
31st December. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1896 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - ~ | 11,880,882 | 10,438,699 $41,633 —_ 
Il. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - |151,550,115 |147,000,115 | 4,560,000 
(B ) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - 26,791,519 | 25,568,086 | 1,223 433 
Tobacco, dutiable - - - - | 4,072,425 | 4,352,031 - 279,596 
Til. Metals - - - | 21,265,363 | 20,492,024 773,839 - 
Iv. dyestuffs, and tanning 
6,006,210 6,776,920 _ 770,710 
Vv. - | 7,641,231 8,459,394 818,163 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 70,263,511 | 74,757,178 _- 4,493,667 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures = - | 52,085,886 | 47,241,991 | 4,843,345 
VIII. Manvfactured articles - - ~ | 85,038,387 | 81,379,584 | 3,658,853 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - | 14,189,314 | 14,330,575 191,261 
(B.) Parcel post - - | 1,004,930 1,012,357 7,427 
Total value - - ~ (451,238,683 441,808,904 | 9,429,779 


II. Exports oF BririsH AND IRISH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - - - | 1,133,115 941,813 191,302 = 
Il. Articles of food and drink 7 12,138,542 | 11,684,068 454,474 — 
Til. Raw materials - - : - | 20,140,090 | 17,687,179 2,452,911 a 
IV. Articles manufactweed and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— - 
(A.) Yarnsand textilefatrics - 96,618,472 {105,329,505 8,711,033 
@) ) and articles manufactured 
from (except maclsinery) | 34,487,808 | 33,549,088 938,720 
(C.) and millwork - | 16,282,085 | 17,014,250 732,165 
(®.) Apparel and articles of personal use | 9,878,192 | 10,474,057 595,865 
(E.) Chemicals and chemicaland medi 
cinal preparations 8,674,864 | 8,242,936 431,928 — 
(F.) All other articles, either mane- 
factured or partly manufactured 32,939,649 | 33,552.986 = 613,337 
(G.) Parcel post - - - - | 2,057,186 1,669,669 387,517 aims 
Total Value - - (234,850,003 [240,145,551 6,795,548 
Exports or ForEIGN CoLONIAL Propvce. 
2 2 £ 
Total Value - | 59,833,677 56,233,663 | 3,600,014 
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II.—Corn PRICES. 


RETURN of the QUANTITIES SOLD and AVERAGE PRICES OF BRITISH 
Corn, ImpeRiAL MEASURE, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the undermentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 4th December, 1897- | 73,759 1 | 182,106 0 16,997 5 
” llth ,, ” -| 65,817 5 | 148,981 0 17,181 7 
” 18th, ” 56,709 6 148,957 0 16,183 5 
” 25th ,, ” - | 54,230 1 | 127,208 2 15,477 2 
December, 1897 - . - | 250,516 5 | 607,252 2 65,840 3 
Corresponding month in 1896 - | 217,019 7 | 510,068 5 59,131 7 
” ” 1895 - | 114,865 6 | 556,820 1 78,155 4 
Average Prices. 
d, s. d. 8. a. 
Week ended 4th December, 1897 - 33 9 25 10 16 9 
” 11th ” 33 9 26 0 G6 
» ith » 2% 4 17 0 
25th » 34 4 26 11 17 0 
December, - - 83 11 26 3 i6 9 
November, 1897 — - 83 9 26 3 16 5 
October, 5, - - 82 «65 28 4 2 
September ,, - 33 7 27 11 16 11 
July 27 9 18 0 m8 
June - - 27 3 21 8 18 0 
May - 28 0 20 7 17: 5 
April 27 3 22 1 16 4 
February - - 29 4 24 2 16 
January és - - 81 2 24 11 16 4 
December, 1896 - - 81 8 25 1 7 
1895 - - 24 11 28 11 13 11 
1894 - - 20 7 al 
» 1893 - - - 46 8 28 11 ie. J 
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1897, 


RETURN of the NuMBERS, NATIONALITIES, and DESTINATIONS of the 
PASSENGERS that left the UNirgp KiINGpom for PLACES out of 
Europe during the Month ended 31st December, 1897, and the 
Year ended 31st December, 1897, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United [British N.| Austral | of | 
Nationalities. States. |America.| asia. |Hope and = Total. toandong 
atal. Month, 
1 
Month ended 31st December 
English - -| 2,029 152 677 769 988 4,615 4,936: 
Scotch *: -| 334 9 109 177 91 720 664 
Irish - -| 496 11 59 61 11 638 583 
Total of British 172 845 1 1,090 5,973 
,007 6,183 
Foreigners - -| 1,786 237 22 331 135 2,511 2,851 
Nationalities not 
a et 15 3 1 196 215 297 
Total - -| 4,660 412 868 1,338 1,421 8,699 9,931 
4,320 562 656 | 2,917 | 1476 | 9991 | — 
Month, 1806 - 
Year ended 3lst December. 
English -| 43,159 | 18,636 | 10,474 | 16,434 | 11,016 | 94,719 | 202,837 
Scotch - az -| 9,125 1,982 1,041 3,526 1,166 | 16,140 | 76,866 
Irish = 32,825 848 632 | 1,183 193 | 35,681 | 42,299 
Total of _ 85,109 | 15,766 | 12,147 | 21,143 | 12,875 | 196,540 | 161,925 
origin - - 
Foreigners - -| 48,167 6,878 324 7,680 1,679 | 62,728 | 76,015 
Nationalities not _ 
58 29 3,282 | 4,182 | 4,012 
Total - -| 132,098 | 92,702 | 12,491 | 28,823 | 17.336 | 213,450 | 241,952 
154,496 22,590 10,710 35,840 18,316 241,952 | 
Months, 1896. | 


WoTe.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
mouth, are subject. to correction iu the Annuel Returns. 
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IV.—ALIEN. IMMIGRATION—DECEMBER 1897. 


RETURN of the NUMBER of ALIENS that arrived from the CoNTINENT at Ports f¢ in the 
UniteD KINGDoM during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December, 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALIEN Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4,¢c. 11, sect. 2.) 


Gothenburg, 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, i 4 Other 
B ,and | Amsterdam, Dieppe. Continental Total, 
Bremerhaven, | an. Antwerp. Christiansand. ‘or ts, 


{ 
1897. } 1896. | 1897.| 1896. } 1897. | 1836. | 1897. | 1896. | | 1896. | 1897. | 1896, 


Month ended 30th December. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
out of the United 
ingdom ;* 
Arrived at London -| 849 589 155 158 62 54 _ - 202 | 1,599 | 1,001 
Grimsby - 93 26 20 23 18 17 137 66 
ra Hull - - 57 60 33 27 42 29 ~ - 165 110 297 226 
re ‘Tyne Ports - 21 34 27 19 288 115 -- _ 123 156} 459 324 
Leith- - 10 19 31 35 2 21 33 64 87 
Newhaven -| — 359 | 473 _ 359 | 478 
“a Other ports - 51 45 12 48 78 115 —_ - 170 196 311 404 
Total - -| 1,037 773 278 308 472 313 359 478 | 1,030] 714 43,223 | 2,596 
Aliens en route to America ‘ 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby = - 7 4 33 36 137 104 - _ 20 4 197 148 
Hartlepool 
West - 78 103 -- 73 103 
- -| 146 2 7 110 93 391 240 649 388 
Other Ports - 2 5| — 1 13} — = 65] 128 68/146 
Total - - 2] 19| 43| 248) — ~ 480| 381} 824 
Total of Aliens en route | | 
and of Aliens not stated 
to be en route to Amer- 1,320) 963) 313 351 720 523 359 478 | 1,510 | 1,095 | 4,222! 8,410 
ica or other places out of | | 
the United Kingdom; *- 


Aliens not stated to be Twelve Months ended 3ist December. 
route to America or other; j 
places out, of the United | | 

: 
Total No. -| 15,659 | 16,732 4,803 | 4,993 | 6,448 | 6,038 | 8,547 | 7,724 | 14,100 | 10,387 |49,557 |t45,909 

Aliens en route to America 

or other places out of the 

United Kingdom : 

Toval No. 8,527 | 3,185 | 877 | 849 | 15,818 18,457) — | — | 12,201} 17,545 | 32,283 | 40,036 


Tota! of Aliens enrouteand 
of Aliens nut —— tobe ) 
te t ca or 
enroute to Ame 19186 


other paces out of the 
United Kingdom 


=) 5,630 | 5,847 | 22,236 | 24,525 | 8,547 | 7,724 | 26,101 | 27,982 |+81,780 |+85,945 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en routs to America, or other places out 
of the United Kingdom,” and ‘‘Aliens en route to Americ1, dc.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens 
who arrive from Uontinencal ports are revorted to be on the way to places out of the United jercg and it ts 
considered desiranle to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that ths“ Aliens not staied to be en route 
to Americ1, dc.” coms to this councry for sevtle ment, there being in fact a lurge emigrition of foreigners from 
this country, while many of the Alins arriving jrom Continental ports return to the Contirent. (see A anual 
Repor: on Emigration and Immigration, No. 165, Sess. 1397, and Mon*hly Emigratiom Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow 
Goole. Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kircaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middles- 
brough,Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. 
The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck Passengers and 
persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

t Tne number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the Unsited Kingdom not en route to 
places out ot the United Kingdom in the month of December 1897 was 811, and 719 in the same month of 1895: in 
the twelve months ended December 1897 the number was 10,759, and in the sam months of 1895 tue number was 10,451. 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES, 


NumBeR of OrDERS Gazerrep in the undermentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Year 
December ended December 
18 97.| 1896. | 1897. 1896. 
| | 
No. | No. No. | No, 
Total gazetted - -| 818 | 359 | 4,113 | 4,155 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | 
occupations | 
Grocers, &c. -| 2 21 299 290 
Farmers -| 14 29 248 260 
. Publicans and hotel keepers, de. -| 2 23 240 296 
Builders =] 15 18 214 | 2992 
Butchers 10 165 166 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and | 
ealers - | ll | 14 132 107 
Bakere - “a8 11 123 122 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e. - | 8 ll 9 | g2 
Decorators, painters, plombers, - 5 8 85 19 
‘Tailors, &c. -| 5, 8 71 85 
Agents, commission ond general - 9 2 69 60 
~Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 8 4 66 65 
-Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - . 8 | 5 63 68 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - 4 | 49, 49 
Provision merchants, &c. - -| 8 3 47 34 
“Tobacconists, &c, - - - | 1 6 44 4h. 
Solicitors | 4 3 43 46 
Clerks, commercial and general - 5 6 43 51 
Carpenters and joiners - : 2 1 40 40 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers - 1 7 35 35 
‘General dealers - - 3 I 85 27 
Furniture dealers and makers - - — 2 30 40 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - 2 3 30 31 
Engineers and foundere, - 29 29 
Auctioneers - - - 2 3 29 40 
fronmongers - - - 3 2 29 26 
Merchants - - 6 _— 29 26 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. 5 28 48 
Lodging-house keepers - - | 28 27 
Confectioners - - — | 27 47 
Officers in Army - - — | 2 27 21 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers 3 - 2 | 5 27 26 
Saddlers and harness 1 27 31 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 26 21 
Cabinet makers and upholstere rs . 2 1 26 27 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - = 3 4 26 25 
Chemists, druggists, chemical 
manufacturers - 4 2 25 27 
Printers and publishers 3 au 25 29 
coffee, and eating-house 
1 1 24 21 
Clothiers, outfitters, te. | 2 23 30 
Stationers 1 23 1 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - 1 2 22 24, } 
Contractors = - - | 2°) 17 


a 
i | 
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| 
Year 
| December ended Dec. 
| 1897, | 1896. | 1997. | 1896. 
| 
Number gazetted in principal trades and No No No. No 
occu pations—cont. : 
heelwrights - 2 1 22 14 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - 5 1 20 24 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 4 p 18 23 
Curriers, tanners,and leather merchants 1 ii 8 7 
Cattle and pig dealers - 2 17 a 
Hairdressers - 1 8 16 14 
Brokers, stock and chare . - 2 1 16 16 
Clerks in holy orders - - 3 —_ 16 13 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. - — 2 15 22 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 4 15 10 
Carriage, &c., builders - - _ 3 15 20 
Directors and of. 
companies - 2 15 11 
Millers - — 8 15 22 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - - 1 12 12 
Fishing net and emack and 
masters 1 2 12 ij 
Stone, marble, ond monument masons - 1 2 1l 14 
Architects and surveyors - - 2 2 ll 13 
China, glass, and earthenware, &e. 
dealers - 2 9 17 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietore - 1 2 8 14 


VI.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


RETURN of the NUMBER of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
BrITAIN during the Month a! Year ended 31st December, 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Year 

December ended Dec. 

Animals. 

1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 

No, No. No. No. 
Cattle - - - - | 51,593 44,320 | 744,514) 688,853 
Sheep - - | 28,464 | 22,265 | 810,846) 750,358 
Swine « - = - - | 86,695 83,011 | 684,309} 613,350 
Goats - - 7 6 8,772 4,076 
Horees - - - -| 1,654 | 1,655 | 38,573) 40,256 
Mules or Jennets - - - _ 2 35 29 
Asses - - 5 27 2,21 2,506 
Total - |168,418 | 151,286 9,204,206 99,488 
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VII.—FIsHERY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
StTaTEMENT of the Toran QUANTITY and VALUE of the Fish returned as 
landed on the ENGLISH and WELSH Coasts from the fishing grounds 
during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December, 1897, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 
Twelve Months ended 
December. December. 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Brill - - 1,440 1,492 18,477 19,502 
Soles - : 6,750 5,759 79,288 83,604 
Turbot - 6,113 7,723 69,562 80,119 
. Prime fish not separately distinguished- 2,378 2,519 %,191 
Total prime fish - - 16,691 17,493 203,518 220.631 
Cod - - - 41.456 31,603 86,955 
Haddock - - - : 252,101 224,944 2,548,714 £ 557,245 
Hake - - - . 5,603 3,630 201,$95 165,726 
Halibut - 2,219 2.611 102,506 118,518 
Herrings - - - - 113,454 51,209 1,815,784 | 1,526,113 
Li i ° 6,347 "768 103,489 ‘664 
‘Mackerel = - Phe - - 354 1,384 510,996 405.045 
Pilehards - - - 6,350 6,416 125,011 66,994 
Plaice - - 49.116 50.183 748.851 720,649 
8 ot di ti 22,597 27,331 61,544 700 
n istin, 
| 66,777 76.419 984,735 | 1,078,178 
Total : - 583,065 499,991 7,945,208 7,550,418 
Bh Il fish — No. No. So. | Ko 
- 51,958 43,376 4,048,193 | 5,028,005 
Lobsters - - - 3,255 700,413 
Oysters = - - - - | 4,548,000 | 4,265,000 4,523,000 | 29,157,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwtr. Cuts. 
Other shell fish - - - 43,149 41,582 502,498 £35,313 
VALUE 
* Brill - - - - - 3,637 3,522 50,142 48,715 j 
Roles - - . 43.763 39,446 558,110 545.160 d 
- 23,173 25,226 254.751 284,175 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 6,625 7,196 92,204 125,574 
Total prime fish - - 77,198 75,390 955,297 | 1,003,624 ; 
Cod - 22,855 201 299.831 : 
Haddock - = - - 153 591 127,159 1,418,053 1,217,618 
_Hake- 5,639 3,465 146,985 | 123, 
ibut - 6,851 7,572 188,123 208,640 
Herrings = - - - 41,552 18,186 529,68 380.377 
Jing - = 4,550 4,616 60,207 | 4,858 
Mackerel 449 2,055 346,476 | 295,181 
1,268 2319 24,562 | 17,249 
_* Plaice : -  « 67,778 68,983 853,232 795,231 
ts 5,360 4,118 12,990 17,956 
_ distinguished, 49,500 51,243 672,571 | 742,580 
Tota 442,962 387,961 5,568,494 | 5 166,725 
Shell fish :-— 
Crabs - 522 477 54,557 | 60,957 
Lobsters 147 167 31,334 45,493 
Oysters - 17.517 14,894 112,427 90.508 
Other shell fish 8,923 7,948 134,072 145.419 
Total 27,109 23,486 332,390 | 342,377 
Total value of fish landed = - 470,071 411,447 5,900,884 | 5,509,102 : 
i Nore..—The above figures are subject to correction inthe Annual Returns. The values 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—Fisuery 


STATEMENT of the ToraL QuaNnTITY and VALUE of the FisuH returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Twelve Months 
ended 31st December, 1897, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1896. 


Twelve Months ended 
| December. | December. 
| 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. 
1 
| QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - - 902 878 15,227 18,607 
‘ 43,226 38,334 590 814 575,306 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - 5,414 5 70,709 84,793 
Haddock - 84,756 85,170 866,326 989,647 
Halibut - - 819 1 30,113 128 
Herrings = - - : 28,929 23,189 2,966,274 | 3,953,684 
Min - - 79 159,646 
Mackerel - - 4,766 4 
Saith (Coal Fish) 3,612 5,979 98,155 128,673 
- - - - 61,754 
Borate 7,385 7 20,951 37,737 
Torek (Tusk) - 374 171 8,136 10,294 
sh not se sti ' 
except shell fish - 4,198 48,704 46,725 
Total 195,131 178,809 5,001,746 | 6,138,150 
hell Fish ; 0. 0. No. 
Crabs 48,200 110,767 3,530,04 
Lobsters - 47,619 62,758 736,315 753,270 
Oysters = - 75,200 50.037 401,617 287,699 
Cwts. Cwts. wts. Cwts. 
‘Clams iin 4,880 3,589 19,258 22,361 
Mussels 91,396 31,324 279,071 247,369 
‘Other shell fish- - 3,109 3,816 55,775 
£ 
‘Soles (Lemon Soles) - 2,393 2,101 31,786 37,803 
“‘Turbot - : - 1,303 1,149 14,359 15,028 
Cod - 20,906 16,525 201,535 191,463 
Eel - - 885 8 8,528 7,937 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill- - - 6,694 5,577 76,961 85,796 
Haddeoc« - 46,928 900 435, 119 420,082 
Halibut - - 1,540 949 40,174 37,880 
Herrings - - - - 5,081 4,457 707,543 671,251 
Ling - A ‘ x 1,6i1 1,408 45,863 35,615 
Mackerel - 3 2,553 2, 
‘Saith (Coal Fish) - - - 607 783 9,985 12,308 
Skate - - - 1,547 1,334 18,248 14,939 
‘Sparling 63 199 1,720 1,850 
Sprats 788 190 2,186 3,724 
‘Dorsk (Tusk) - - 100 34 1,33 1 
- 2,244 2,082 19,131 18,520 
sh not se tely distinguished, 
y ngui \ 1,560 1,649 |) 11,538 11,086 
Total - - - 94,258 86,141 1,627,622 1,569,138 
hell Fish :— 
Crabs - 25 18,416 15,783 
Lobsters - - 2,196 2,718 663 +9,762 
Oysters 208 1,614 1,158 
Clams - - - ° 485 2,408 2,917 
Mussels - - 1,128 1,598 362 15,146 
Other shell fish 711 13,175 13,127 
Total 5,279 6,157 || 82,638 77,893 
Total value of fish landed = - 99,537 92,298 | 1,710,260 | 1,647,031 


Nors.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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IX.—FIsHERyY STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


Sratement of the Toran Quantity and Vauve of the Fisx returned 
as landed on the Intsn Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months ended 31st December, 1897, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Twelve ended 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896, 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts Owts. 
Roles - - 183 86 1,908 
é - 145 71 1. 991 
Total prime fish - - 328 157 4,409 2,899 
Haddock - - . - - - 3,382 4,811 28,178 31,312 
Hake - = = 1,173 523 ,046 25,993 
Herrings - - - - - - 12,349 5,132 211,418 155,094 
D - - - - 897 1,707 680 17,231 
erel- . - - - - 2,609 549 422,574 504,574 
Spats - - - - = 3,672 1,221 
icing - 940 1.835 9,301 13,106 
separately distinguish: » exce 
shell fish - 3,064 
Total - 29,438 ¢,113 818,322 843,062 
Bhell fish :— No. No. No, No. 
Crabs - - - - - 1,675 591 1945 259,623 
Lobsters- - - - - - 2,762 3,981 246,500 266, 
Oysters - id - - 11,050 19,600 526,750 
Cwts. ws. Cwts, 
Other shell fish- - - 1,445 1,215 19,312 19,305 
VALUE. 
£ £ 
Beles - 461 291 7,359 6,066 
Turbot - 440 2465 5,428 3,350 
Total prime fish 901 586 12,787 10,016 
Haddock - > - © - 1,600 2.585 15,742 18,473 
Heke - 741 308 8,054 10,175 
Herrings - - - 987 44.420 11,679 
ere]- - - - - - 998 137 146,830 138,790 
ting - - 451 617 4,695 6,624 
Fish not separately distinguished,except 1,245 1,107 25,762 25,099 
shell fish - 
Total - - 11,264 9,266 283,944 265,950 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs - - - - ll 9 678 807 
Lobsters - - 104 124 7,502 7,779 
Oysters - - - - - . 35 109 730 1,127 
Other shell fish- - - 236 213 3,571 3,403 
Total - 386 455 12,481 13,116 
Total value of fishlanded - 11,650 9,721 296,425 279,066 


NoTEe—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual) values returned by each 


e local officers at 


place. 


? 
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X.—CorTron RETURNS.—DECcEMBER 1897. 

RETURN of the NuMBER of BALES of CoTTon ImporTED and ExPoRTED, 
FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Twelve Months ended December, 
1897,compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1896. 

Month of | Twelve Months ended 
December | December 
1897. | 1896, | 1897. 1896. 
Imports 
: No. No. No. No. 

American - - 570,585 $91,380 2,934,704 2,985,508 

Brazilian is 862 6,941 70,796 49,323 

East Indian - - 729 5,612 98,643 143,103 

Egyptian - - 71,145 71,419 395,684 382,170 
llaneous - - 3,679 4,073 55,526 53,576 

Total 647,000 679,375 | 3,565,858 | 3,618,680 
Exports. 

American . : 21,985 31,362 292,552 205,566 

Brazilian 715 4,535 14,116 

East Indian - - 540 4,017 52,188 73,620 

ptian 6,139 7,178 78,393 75,872 

aneous - ° 1,469 729 17,114 19,624 

Total . 30,661 43,281 444,782 388,298 
Forwarpep from Porta to INLAND Towns. 

American - - 254,910 248,028 2,613,788 2,608,361 

Brazilian - 2,769 65,707 49,470 

East Indian - - 964 4,613 58,888 59,236 

Egyptian - - 43,087 44,208 301,892 298,085 

Miecellaneous - - 7,376 8,712 94,151 96,329 

Total . - 309,187 808,325 3,134,426 3,111,481 
ForWARDED from Intanpd Towns to Ports. 

American - - 801 255 2,939 2,605 

Gliese - - 62 47 498 815 

Total - - 363 302 8,477 3,480 


3 
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XI.—PeriopicaL Returns oF Imports AND Exports. 


SratemMeEnt of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrizs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,$d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; 
Lira = 9 $d. ; Gulden = 1s. 8d. ; Drachma =9,%4. ; Lew = 985d. ; 
L. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Inports. 


Value for the Month, 


Aggregate for Period of the 


Lear,including latestMonth. 

Name of Country. 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 
Russia in Europe July - | Roubles- 46,191,000 | 55,231,000 298,181,000 309,791,000 
France : Nov. -| Fra.  - 366,766,000 | 304,958,000 || 3,585,201,000 | 3,457,209,000 
Italy - - Nov Lire  -110,944,000 | 00,980,000 || 1,078,918;000 | 1,065,140, 000 
Austria-Hungary Nov. Gulden 73,284,000 | 63,035,000 || 682,123,000 643,395,090 
‘Greece : Oct. Drchms. 13,804,000 | 11,143,000 86,817,000 94,327 000 
Bulgaria - Sept. -| Lew - 7,827,000] 7,287,000 || 62,668,000 50,813,000 
Egypt - Aug. -|L.E.- — 801,000 752,000 6,342,000 5,617,000 
United States Nov Dollars 52,352,000 | 50,043,000 || 691,091,000 | 622,599,000 
Mexico June 3,246,000 | 4,196,000 18,610,000 23,384,000 
British India® : Oct. Rupees 5,76 32,069 | 6,95,21,778 || 37,27,63,522 43,49,68,956 
IL.—Exports. 

Russia in Europe -| July - | Roubles 60,063,000 | 49,513,000 || 345,068,000 | 346,369,000 
France - Nov. -| Fre. - 365,477,000 | 312,529,000 || 3,362,152,000 | 3,121,166,000 
Italy - - Nov. Lire - 109,844,000 | 94,146,000 || 1,008,820,000 | 928,479,000 
-Austria-Hungary -| Nov. -| Gulden 71,221,000| 78,268,000 || 710,896,000 | 709,924,000 
Greece Oct. -| Drchms. 8,753,000 | 8,884,000 || 69,641,000 58,856,000 
Bulgaria - Sept. -| Lew - 3,471,000| 13,537,000 || 48,360,000 68,509,000 
Egypt- Aug. -|L.E.- 468,000 335,000 7,445,000 7,329,000 
‘United States Nov. | Dollars- 116,630,000 | 109,073,000 || 974,613,000 | 888,652,000 
Mexico - June » 11,681,000 | 7,898,000 || 62,548,000 55,324,000 
British India* Oct. Rupees 7,46,15,631 | 8,42,09,385 || 51,35,08,620 | 58,39,85,516 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


ial” imports and exports, exceptin the case of 
British India, where the figures are “ general.” 


Note.—The fi 


are those of the “s: 
atom. the United States, Mexico, an 


ial means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing lst April. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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XII.—Foreicn TrapE or BritisH INDIA. 


Imports into Bririsn Inp1a from Forrran Countrigs. 


Seven Months, 1st April 
to 3lst Oct. 
Increase. Dec rease- 
1896. 1897. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living- - - 25,71,757 6,28,790 ove 19,42,967 
1I.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar - | 1,56,€0,088 1,95,16,209 38,36,121 
Other articles - - | 2,35,86,471 3,52,09,710 66,738,239 
III.— Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
clading plated-ware) - 90,61 ,896 79,58,656 11,03,240 
Metals - - | 3,23,62,715 3,27,73,658 4,10,943 
Machinery and Millwork - | 2,13,85,377 1,86,24,928 oe 27,€0,449 } 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Gov- 
ernment stores) - | 1,41,84,487 1,77,24,720 35,40,233 vo 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, _ and 
tanning materials - - | 1,18,93,253 1,14,10,865 17,612 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 1,82,27,039 1,91,99,991 9,72,952 
Other oils - 17,87,224 31,14,077 13,26,853 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured acticles - - | 2,28,25,066 1,52,49,658 69,76,408 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - - | 2,23,66,205 1,95,03,885 ies 28,62,320 
j Cotton piece goods - | 16,33,77,896 | 11,62,49,115 “a 4,71,28,281 
| Other articles - | 7,18,08,982 | 5,55,99,260 ah 1,62,09,722 
Total of all Imports - | 43,49,68,956 | 37,27,63,522 ve 6,22,05,434 
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XII.—ForreIGN TRADE OF BrITISH INDIA—continued. 


Exports of InpIAN Propuce and MANUFACTURE from BRITISH 


to ForEIGN CouNnTRIES. 


Seven Months, Ist April to 
31st October. 


Increase. Decrease. 
1896. 1897. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living - 9, 70,802 6,73,049 2,97,753 
Il.—Articles of food and drink— - 
Rio - - - - | 5,40,67,624 | 4,49,94,960 90,72,664 
Wheat - -  -| 1,11,60827 |  52,96,592 58,64,285 
Tea - - - - | 5,17.82,937 | 5,06,29,028 11,53, 
Other articles - - | 2,45,22,878 | 1,69,18,500 76,03,873 
I11.—Metals and Manufactures of - 8,33,068 8,56,748 23,680 
drugs, medicines 
dyeing and 
materiale— 
Opium- - - 5,15,03,273 | 3,52,81,445 1,62,21,828 
Indigo - 63,13,255 57,82,468 5,30,787 
Other articles - - 83,57,874 63,14,787 20,483,087 
V.—Oils - - 35,389,377 36,78,280 1,838,903 
VI.—Reaw materials and unmanu- 
ured 
Cotton - - - | 7,19,40,505 | 5,79,22,142 1,30,18,363 
Jute - - . - | 4,80,98,404 | 3,54,66,061 75,62,343 
Oilseeds - - - | 6,13,82,890 | 5,18,27,118 95,55,772 
Other articles - - | 4,45,83,723 5,45,67,480 1,00,83,757 
VIl.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - - - | 4,90,86,495 | 4,21,99,841 ine 68,93,654 
Cotton piece goods - 83,73,729 68,45 065 15,28,664 
ther articles - - | 6,70,07,058 | 17,27,21,786 57,14,728 
Total of all Exports - | 55,84,04,214 | 49,19,68,350 6,64 35,864 


| 

i | 
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XXXI.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series issued oun the year 1897, from 
Her Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, mav be 
Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, Easp Harding Street, Fleet 
treet, E.C. 
Nore—The date against each place indicates the year to which reference is 
made in the Report. 


No. Place. Price. No. Place. Price, 
1834 Old Calabar 1895-6 64d, 1884 | Cettinjé - ' 4d. 
1835 Tamsui_- 1895 ld. 1885 | Bilbao - a 23d. 
1836 | Copenhagen 1895 $d. 1886 | Florence - “ 14d. 
1837 Salonica - 14d. 1887 | Brest - 1896 
1838 Honolulu - me 4d. 1888 | Marseilles - a 14d. 
1839 Buenos Ayres ___,, 2d. 1889 | Wuhu - 1896 ld. 
1840 | Para - 1895-6 1d. 1890 | Chinkiang - ‘ ld. 
1841 Bolivia - 1895 2d. 1891 | Malaga’ - 1d. 
1842 Washington 1895-6 3d. 1892 | Antwerp - os 4d. 
1843 Berlin - - 2d. 1893 | Amsterdam . 1d. 
1844 Uganda - - 1d. 1894 | Galveston - pa 2d. 
1845 Belgraie - 1895-6 14d. 1895 | Pireus’ - a 2d. | 
1846 Dakar - 1896 4d. 1896 | Stettin - pe Q4d. 
1847 Florence - 1895-6 14d. 1897 | Martinique - 14d. 
1848 | Copenhagen 1894-5 2d, 1898 | Corunna - » 24d. 
1849 Havre - 1896 2d. 1899 | Calais - 99 1d. 
1850 Serajevo - ‘ ld. 1900 | Honolulu - ee 1d. 
1851 Madrid - 99 2d. 1901 | Riga - 2d. 
1852 La Rochelle 1gd. 1902 | Tripoli - 1d. 
1853 Chicago - 4d, 1903 | Batoum - 2d. 
1854 Berlin* - 1897-8 1d. 1904 | Lorenzo Marques,, 2d. 
1855 | Cherbourg - 1896 24d, 1905 | Batavia - * 24d. 
1856 Beira - 1d. 1906 | Corfa - ue 
‘1857 Charleston 24d. 1907 | Foochow - 
1858 Saigon - we 4d. 1908 | Montevideo 1895-6 54d. 
1859 Soakin~- 1d. 1909 | China 5d. 
1860 Rouen - 2d. 1910 | Pailadelphia - - 14d. 
1861 Patras 1911 | Rio Grande do 
1862 | Barcelona - » 2d. Sul - 1895-6 | 34d, 
1863 Amoy - me 2h. 1912 | Quito - 1896 1d. 
1864 Trebizond - 1d. 1913 | SanJosaé - 1896 ld. 
1865 Lisbon - 1895 24d. 1914 | Dunkirk - - 1d. 
1866 Callao - 1896 2d. 1915 | Samoa - ay ld. 
1867 Pernambuco ” 5d. 1916 | Bordeaux - és Qhd. 
1868 Naples’ - - 14d. 1917 | Porto Rico dd. 
1869 New Otleans 1896 24d. 1918 | Galatz - we 14d. 
1870 Vera Cruz - ped 24d. 1919 | Christiania im 4d. 
1871 Madeira - - 1d. 1920 | Copenhagen - ud. 
1872 Jerusalem - ‘a 1d. 1921 | New York - - Qhd. 
1873 Ningpo - a 1d. 1922 | San Francisc> - 34d. 
1874 Rio de Janeiro ,, 23d. 1923 | Kiakiang - 1896 ld. 
1875 Trieste - a 1d. 1924 | Harrar - 4d. 
1876 Curacoa - 1d. 1925 | Barne 14d. 
1877 Goa - - nw ld. 1926 | Mannheim - - ld. 
1878 Cagliari - m 1d. 1927 | Fiume - 1896 144, 
1879 | Guayaquil pe 1d. 1928 | Oporto - - ld. 
1880 Havana - 13d. 1929 | Hangchow 1896 1d, 
1881 Reykjavik 1930 | Boston” - 244, 

(Iceland) 1931 | Tahiti - ld. 
1882 Milan - aa 14d. 1932 | Manila’ - 1896 14d, 
1883 Baltimore - 189 ld. 1933 | Caracas” - ° 
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| 
List oF Dretomatic Reports.—cont. 
ij No. Place. Price. | No. | Place. Price 
| 
At 1934 | Hamburg - : 8d. |] 1978 | Adis Abbaba - — | 1d. 
i 1935 | Portland - - 8d. 1979 | Tamsui - - 1896 | 1d. 
1936 | Malaga - 2hd. |] 1980 | Odessa - -,, | 24d. 
1937 | Tokio - 14d 1981 | Brindisi - - 
19388 | Genoa - 1896 3d. 1982 | Macao - |. 
fl 1939 | Palermo - » 3d. |] 1983 | Pakhoi - - ,, ld. 
FH 1940 | Santiago de 1984 | Peking - - ,, 2d. 
Cuba - 14d. 1985 | Mexico - 
1941 | Noumea - 14. 1986 | Canton - - ,, ld. 
1942 | Frankfort - 34d. 1987 | Naples - - ,, 
uf 1943 | Chungking 1896 14d. 1988 | Port Said- "es 14d. 
1944 | Ichang’ - 1d. 1989 Algiers - 1895-6 34d. 
i 1945 | Hankow - a 14d. 1990 Vienna - - 1896 1d. 
1946 | Guatemala 14d. 1991 Valparaiso 14d. 
1947 | Syra- - ld. 1992 | Gothenburg - ,, 24d. 
| 1948 aganrog - > 2d, 1993 | St.Michuel’s 
1949 | Loanda - 2hd. (Azores) 1d. 
1950 | Panama - 24d. 1994 | Antwerp - 1d. 
hie 1951 | Shanghai - a 2d, 1995 | Tangier - - ,, 14d. 
1952 | Aleppo - 13d. 1996 | Swaziland ld 
1953 | Ispahan - 13d. 1997 | Swatow - 1d. 
1954 | Tonga’ - ka 1d. 1998 | St. Petersburg- ,, 44d. 
i 1955 | Nice - 1896-7 ld. 1999 | Dar-al-Baida - ,, 14d 
{ 1956 | Nicaragua- 1895 1d. 2000 | Dantzig - ae 2d. 
lt 1957 | Soiil - - 1896 id. 2001 Algiers - 1895-6 14d. 
1958 | Cadiz - 14d. 2002 | Rome - .- ,, 2d. 
1959 | Chinde - > o 4d. 2003 | Bankok - - 1896 ld. 
1960 | Stockholm 2d. 2004 | Nagasaki ld. 
1961 | Zanzibar- 1d. 2005 | Hiogo and 
1962 | Tokio* - 1897-8 14d. Osaka - ,, 14d. 
1963 | Asuncion- 1896 dd. 2006 | Jeddah - 
1964 | Baghdad - 2007 | Paris - 1d. 
i 1965 | Réunion - 1895-6 ld. 2008 Meshed - 1896-7 24d. 
k 1966 | Chefoo - ~- 1896 | 24d. 2009 | Chiengmai - 1896 | 14d. 
1967 | Newchwang - ,, 1d. 2010 | Stettin - > ie 13d. 
1968 | Tabreez - 1896-7 4d. 2011 Vera Cruz - 1897 ld. 
1969 | St. Paul de 2012 | Kwngchow - ,, 1d. 
Loanda - 1895 ld. 2013 | Christiania ie 24d. 
1970 | Beyrout - - 1896 1d. 2014 | Warzaw - «ge ld. 
1971 | Yokohama .-- ,, 14d. 2015 | Hakodate - oe ld. 
1972 | Warsaw - ae) 4d. 2016 | Buda-Pesth - ,, 2d. 
1973 | Sofia - — 13d. 2017 | Bitoum - ee 1d. 
1974 | Madrid* - 1897-8 2d. 2018 | bushire - S » 2d. 
1975 | Vienna - - 1896 2d. 2019 | Tegucigalpa - ,, 4d. ; 
1976 | Erzeroum- - ,, 1d. 2020 | Montevideo - ,, ld, 4 
1977 | Berlin’ - - 1896 14d. i 


i For list of Miscellaneous Series see next page. f 
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rts from Her Majosty’s Representatives abroad on 


aubjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued during the 
year 1897,and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
412 Belgium.—Report on the Metalurgical Industries of the 

Province of Liége during 1895 - 1d. 
413 Germany.—Report on the Finances of the German 

African Colonies for 1897-98 - - 1d. 
414 Germany.—Report on molasses and peat fodder | - 1d. 
415 China.—Report on the Revenue and Expenditare of the 

Chinese Empire 3d. 
416 Russia.—Report on theDrink Question i in Russia @ 4d. 
417 Ita'y.—Report on oe Economic and Financial Situation 

in Italy 4d. 
418 Germany _—Reporb on the Operation of the Insurance 

lam for 1895 - 1d. 
419 Netherlands.—Report on the Jerman Competition with 

British Manufactures in the Netherlands - $d. 
420 Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany 

1895-96 - - 1d. 
421 Mexico.—Keport on the Tampico branch of the Mexican 

Central Railway 1d. 
422 Netherlands. Report on the Gold Industry of Datch 

Juiana - 54d. 
423 United States. —Prospects “of Farmers in the State of 

California - 1d. 
424 Italy.—Report on the Straw Hab Industry of Tuscany 1d 
425 Hawaiian Islands.—Report on Coffee Oulbare in the 

Hawaiian Islands - I4d. 
426 United States—Report on the Amorican Tin late 

Industry, and Welsh Tinplate Expord 

the United States 14d. 
427 Japan.—Report on the Railways of Japan 54d. 
428 Egypt. on Building for Egyptian 

llways > 

429 France. on tne Rennes Exhibition of 1897- 
430 Italy.—Report on the ae and Gym Industries of 

Southern Italy - 4d. 
431 Italy.— Xeport on the Cultivation of the Carob Tree - 4d. 
432 Germany.—Report on the Garman Colonies in Africa 

and the Southern Pacific for 1895-96 - 24d. 
433 Corea.—Report on a Consular J ourney to Ping-Yang 

and Chenampo. 
434 Germany.—Report on the Association for the Promotion 

of Foreign Commercial Rolations with Stettin - 1d. 
435 Argentine Lepublic.—Report on immigration to the 

Argentine Republic - - - - 14d. 
436 Germauy.—Memorandum on German Trade, January 

to September, 1897, as anenpaned with British Trade 

for the same period - 4d. 
437 Belgium.—Report on the Coal Mining Industry of 

Liege during 1896 - 4d. 
433 Italy.—Report on the Cultivation of the Olive in [tal y ld. 
439 on the Diiry Industry of Sweden = - 13d. 
440 Japan. — Report on the State of Trade in Japan - | 


| 

| 

| 

| | 

j 


198-? LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE, ETC. REPORTS. 
XXXII.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have 
been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL. 


[Jan. 1898, 


Colony. Year. No. | Colony. Year. 
00 British Bechuanaland -| 1892-93 I} 160 Sierra Leone - = " 1£94 
! 101 British Guiana - ” 161 Jamaica - - - | 1894-95 
102 Newfoundland - -| 1892 162 British Honduras - - 1894 
i 103 Jamaica - -| 1893-93 1€3 British Bechuanala-- - | 1894-95 
| 104 Victoria - - -| 1892 164 Newfoundland - -| 1894 
j 105 Bermuda - - -| 1893 165 Gambia - - -| 1895 
106 Gambia- - ” 166 Bermuda - - 1894 
107 Hong Kong - - 167 | Leeward Islands - - 
4 108 St. Vincent ° + ” 168 | British New Guinea- - | 1894-95 
109 | Gibraltar - - ” 169 | Zululand - -| 1895 
110 Bahamas ” 170 Sierra Leone - - 
11 Turks and Caicos Islands 171 Gibraltar 
112 Leeward Island - ” 172 Malta - - - - ee 
118 Barbados - - + 173 Barbados - - 
114 Malta - - - 174 Turks and Caicos Islands - 
| 115 | Zululand - - 4 175 | Falkland Islands - 
116 | British Honduras - 176 | St.Helena - - - 
117 Trinidad and Tobago- -| 177 Bahamas 
118 Falkland Islands = - 178 | Hong Kong - - 
lig | Rodrigues - 4 © 179 | Windward Islands - - 
120 | Mauritius - 180 | Labuan - - - 
121 Straits Settlements - 181 Trinidad and Tobago - 
ip 122 Labuan -| 1893 182 | Seychelles - - * 
| 123 | Basutoland - . -| 1893-94 }] 183 | Mauritius and Rodrigues - | 1894-95 
| 124 St. Lucia - - -| 1898 184 British Honduras - - | 1895 
| 195 | St. Helena - -| oo» 185 | Lagos - - - - A 
| 126 | Ceylon - : 41» 186 | Basutoland - - - | 1895-96 
127 i ” 187 Ceylon - - 1895 
Ip 128 | Grenada - - | oo» 188 | British Guiana - - | 1895 96 
129 | Sierra Leone - - 4» 189 | Gold Coast - - - | 1895 
130 | British Bechuanaland -| 1898-94 190 | Jamaica - | 1995-96 
1892-93 191 Canada - - - | 1895 
181 British New Guinea - and 192 Bermuda’ - 1896 
( {1893-94 193 | Bahamas” - - - 
132 - - - -| 1893 194 Zululand = - - - 
133 British Guiana - -| 1893-94 195 Gambia - - 
134 | Jamaica - - 196 | Malta - - - 
\ 135 Newfoundland . -| 1893 197 British New Guinea - | 1895-96 
118 | GoldGostt - - 198 | ‘Parks Caicos Islands - |” 1896 
137 | Zululand - - 1804 199 | Barbados - 
138 Rermuda - - - =. 200 Leeward Islands - - 1895 
139 Bahamas - 201 Trinidad and Tobago - 1896 
140 Barbados + 202 Gibraltar - - i 
} 141 Turks nods Caicos Islands - ee 203 Fiji (Trade) - RS 
142 | Malta - aes 204 | Straits Settlements | - | 1895 
| 143 | Gambia 205 | Straits Settlements - | 1896 
144 | WindwardIslands - ,, 206 | FalklandIslands - -| ,, 
145 | Trinidadand Tobago 207 | British Honduras - - 
146 | Gibraltar - rs 208 | Sierra Leone - - - ve 
147 Falkland Islands 209 Grenada - - - 
148 Hong Kong - - 210 Hong Kong - - - 
149 Strats - - 211 | St. Lucia - 
150 08 - 212 St. Vincent - = 
151 Seychelles - 213 St. Helena - - - 
152 | Basutoland - -| 1€94-95 214 | Seyohelles - - - 
it! 153 | Fiji -| 1895 215 | Mauritius 
154 St. Helena - 216 | Cocos-Keelwy and Christ- 
| 155 | Cey lon mas Island- - - | 1897 
} 156 | Mauritius - 217 | Fiji - - - -| 1896 
157 Labuan - . 218 - - - 
{ 158 Gold Coast - - - “s 219 Lagos - - - ” 
159 British Guiana -| 1894-95 | 220 Gold Coast - - 
MIscELLANEOUS. 


Colony. 


Subject. 


Gold Coast - 
Zululand - 
Sierra Leone- 
Canada - 
Bahamas - 
Hong Kong 

Newfoundland 


Western Panjfie 


Economic Agriculture. 
Forests. 

Geology and Botany. 
Advantages to Emigrants, 
Sisal Industry 

Bubonic Plague 

Mineral Resources 
Solomon Islands 


| | 
| 
- - | 
- 
- - 
iW - 


